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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The public has been already informed* respecting the 
discovery and publication of the original of the following 
work, but it will be proper to state the principal circum- 
stances here. In the year 1789 the King of Spain, 
Charles IV. conceived the design of establishing at Cadiz 
a repository and library to contain the historical and sci- 
entific works relating to the Marine, which were known to ' ' 
exist in the various collections in the kingdom. For this 
purpose he commissioned Don Martin Fernandez de Nav- 
arrete, an officer of rank in the naval department of the 
realm, to undertake an examination of all the libraries and 
depositories both public and private, in the kingdom, in 
order to obtain copies of works relating to the proposed 
object. In prosecution of this plan, Don Martin began 
the next year to explore the collection of manuscripts in 
the royal library at Madrid, extending his researches at 
times to the archives of the Marquisses of Santa Cruz, 

* North American Review, No. LIII, and LV. 
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and Villa Franca, and the Duke of Medinasidonia. He 
afterwards proceeded to examine the royal collections of 
manuscripts at St. Isidore and the Escurial. In the 
course of these inquiries, heing in the immediate search 
of the termination to the fabulous narrative of Lorenzo 
Ferrer Maldonado, with a view to make some examina- 
tions respecting its authenticity, he was directed to the 
archives of the Duke del Infantado, where it was under- 
stood, there was a probability that it might be found. In 
his researches in this quarter, he met with two manu- 
scripts which proved on examination to be the narratives 
<f the first and third voyages of Columbus, 

The disturbed state of the kingdom which followed this 
period, and the official duties which interrupted the enter- 
prise of Don Martin, prevented these valuable discoveries 
form being given to the public till the year 1825, when 
they were by the order of the present King, published at 
Madrid with many other documents, in two volumes, under 
the title of Coleccion de los Viages y Descubrvinientos que 
hicieron^piyr mar los Espaholes desde fines del Siglo XV, etc. 
of which work the following translation forms but a small 
portion. 

This performance thus casually brought to light, we 
cannot hesitate to regard, both as respects the subject and 
the author, as the most valuable and interesting which the 
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researches for the above-mentioned object could have 
offered to us. The manuscript is in the hand-writing of J 
Bartolome de las Casas, and is evidently an abridgement 
of the original journal of Columbus, made by this author in 
the course of his labors in compiling his History of the 
Indies. Las Casas possessed a great number of manu- 
scripts written by Columbus, which he made use of ' as 
materials for his History; this work was brought down to 
the year 1 520, but has never been published, as the gen- 
eral strain of the writer's representations is unfavorable to 
the character of the Spaniards. Two original manuscripts 
of the work exist in the library of the Spanish Royal Acad- 
emy of History, and another in the Royal Library. These 
have been turned to great use by the Spanish historians of 
America, in particular Herrera, an examination of whose 
work will render it evident thnt Las Casas must have made 
copious and particular extracts into his History from the 
journal of Columbus, which' indeed appears to be the 
groundwork of the historian's narrative as far as it 
extends. 

Although the following narration appears, for the most 
part in the shape of an abstract by another hand, from the 
oiiginal diary, yet the reader will perceive that the in- 
troduction, and other extensive passages of the narrative 
are preserved in the precise words of Columbus. These 
will be distinguished from the rest, as the writer at such 
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times speaks in his own person: the other parts, being 
probably abridged of uninteresting particulars and repeti- 
tions, are given in the language of the transcriber* 

It will be hardly necessary to remind the reader that he 
cannot expect to meet in this work with that regular order 
and elaborate execution displayed in modem works upon 
kindred subjects. A book of voyages or travels at the 
present day is not thought likely to prove acceptable with 
the public, unless drawn up with a lucid and methodical 
arrangement of matter, and a proper display of taste and 
care in the language. The authors of these writings 
never lose sight of the fact, or rather make it their sole 
contemplation, that the productions of their industry will 
be judged of in the light of literary performances, and this 
consideration demands from them the exercise of a judge* 
ment and skill in the disposition of their matter, and se- 
lection of their language, which it wguld be both vain and 
unreasonable to look for in a performance like the foUow- 
ing. Nothing was probably farther from the intentions or 
thoughts of Columbus and his transcriber in executing this 
volume, than to make a book ; and nothing could be per- 
formed with a more settled disregard of the idea. Colum- 
bus describes the objects which he saw, and the events 
which occurred from day to day, without essaying to give 
his narrative any greater portion of method or regularity 
than such as was unavoidably connected with the manner 
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of its performance. The thoughts which strike him from 
time to time, are entered upon the journal just alB they 
happen to occur^ whether they reUite to the present, past 
or future matters of the voyage ; and when subsequent 
events prove them erroneous, he takes no care to go back 
to the place of their insertion to rectify his statements. 
His comments and speculations, as well as many of his 
descriptions, are inserted without reflecting whether any 
part of them have been mentioned before, and oflen at 
times when they do not apply to the portion of the narra- 
tive in which they are introduced. 

It cannot be expected that where so little care is exhib- 
ited in laying out the matter of a work, any great attention 
should be paid to the language -, it is in fact careless and 
incorrect to a high degree. This circumstance, connect- 
ed with the fact that the Spanish work is attended with the 
disadvantages of an incorrect punctuation, an erroneous 
and antiquated orthography, and other imperfections which 
accompany ancient and decayed manuscripts, will it is 
hoped be deemed a sufficient excuse for any errors which 
may be discovered in the following translation. 

Although the translator is sensible that the character of 
the performance might be improved in some respects by 
retrenching and transposing many passages, and render- 
ed more acceptable as to language by a freer interpreta- 
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tion, yet reflecting that such a course would deprive it of 
/ the distinct and characteristic features of the original^ he 
judged it unadvisable to attempt giving it a shape in any 
respect different from the Spanish, or to deviate frou the 
unambitious simplicity of expression in which the original 
narrative is given, for the purpose of embellishing his lan- 
guage. Except, therefore, in a few cases where the dif- 
fuseness of the writer degenerates into tautology, no lib- 
erties have been taken with the text. Everything relating 
to such a man as Columbus must be valuable and interest- 
ing. His manner of relating the events in which he was 
engaged, and describing the objects he saw, cannot be in- 
different to us. The surprise and unmeasured admiration 
he expresses on viewing the scenes which his discoveries 
daily opened to his sight, strongly engage our attention. 
His comments and speculations upon every object which 
presented itself, though oflen fanciful and enthusiastical- 
ly extravagant, yet possess a deep interest as exhibiting 
the train of thought which guided him in his undertakihg. 
His very repetitions are not without their significance in 
showing the strong and lively impression made upon his 
mind by various circumstances of the voyage. All parts 
of the narrative cotnbine in rendering it of the highest 
value, not only as an historical document, but as a means 
of estimating the character of the great discoverer of 

AMERICA. 

Boston, July, 1827. 
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IN THE NAMR OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Whereas, M(ist Christian, High, Excellent and 
Powerful Princis, King and Queen of Spain and 
of the Islands pf the Sea, our Sovereigns, this 
present year lk[92, after your Highnesses had 
terminated the war with the Moors reigning in 
Europe, the sar le having been brought to an end 
in the great citj of Granada, where on the second 
day of January] this present year, 1 saw the royal 
banners of yoijr Highnesses planted by force of 
arms upon the| towers of the Alhambra, which is 
the fortress q% that city, and saw the Moorish 
king come outi at the gate of the city and kiss 
the hands of Jour Highnesses, and of the Prince 
my Sovereignp and in the present month, in con- 

e information which I had given 

ses respecting the countries of 

Prince, called Great Can, which 

e signifies King of Kings, how, at 

many times He, and his predecessors had sent to 

1 I 



sequence of 
your Highn 
India and of 
in our langu 
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10 FIKST VOYAGE 

Rome soliciting instructers wholmight teach him 
our holy faith, and the holy Flather had never 
granted his request, whereby treat numbers of 
people were lost, believing ini idolatry and doc- 
trines of perdition.* Your Highnesses, as Cath- 
olic Christians, and princes wh6 love and promote 
the holy Christian faitbj and are enemies of the 
doctrine of Mahomet, and of ^11 idolatry and her- 
esy, determined to send me, Christopher Colum- 
bus, to the above-mentioned Countries of India, to 
see the said princes, people,^ efnd territories, a«d to 
{earn their disposition and the proper method of 
converting them to our ho^ faith ; and further- 
ttiote directed that I shoulf^ not proceed by land 
fo the East, as is custo^afy, but by at Westerly 
route, in tvhich directioB wb have hitherto no cer- 
taiA^ evidfenfce that any one ^as gone. So after hav- 
ing expelled the Jews from your dominions^ your 
Highnesses, itl the same ^imth of Januar}> order- 
ed me ft) proceed with a sufficient armament to 
the said regions of India, and for that purpose 
granted me great favors;^ and ennobled me that 
thenceforth I might call myself Don, and be High 
Admiral of the Sea, and perpetual Viceroy and 
Governor in all the islsinds and continents which 
I might discover and afcquire, or which may here- 
after be discovered add acquired in the ocean ; 

* See Note I. at the end of the volume. 
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and that this dignity shoald be inbeiited by my 
eldest son, and tbjis desc 3;»d from degree to -d^'. 
gpee forever. Hereupon I left the. city of Gr^Q- 
ftda, ^n Saturday, (Ketv^lfth day of May, 14d2^ 
and proceeded to P^a$, a seaport, where 1 ara^-* 
ed three ve^^^s, very fit for such an enterprise, 
and havir^ provided myself w^th abundance of 
stores and seamen, I set sail from the port, on 
Friday, the third of August, half aji hour before 
^sunrise, and steered for the Cai^ary Idands of 
your Highnesses, whiciii ^'e in the said ocean, 
thence to take my dej^tur^ and proceed till ( 
arrived at the Indie^^tul perform the embassy 
oi your Highnesses to 1 le Princes there, and dis^ 



charge the orders givei 
determined to keep an 



me. For tliis purpose | 
icoiiiot of the voyage, and 



to vfrite down .piunctually every thing we per^ 
formed or saw froii^ dm to day, as will heneaf^- 
ter appear. ]V|oreoveiL Sovereign Princes, be- 
sides describing every vight the occurrences of 
the day, and every dayj those of the preceding 
night, 1 intend to draw up a nautical chart, which 
shaU contain the several, parts of the ocean and 
land in their proper situijftions ; and also to com- 
pose a book to represent tt\e whole by picture with 
latitudes and longitudes, bn ail which accounts it 
behoves me to abstain frohn my sleep, and make 
many trials in navigational which things will de- 
mand much labor. i 
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Friday, Aug. 3d, 1492. Set sail from the bar 
of Saltes* at 8 o'clock, and proceeded with a 
strong breeze till sunset, sixty milest or fifteen 
leagues S. afterwards SW. and S. by W, which 
is the direction of the Canaries. 

Saturday, Aug. 4th. Steered S W. by S. 

Sunday, Aug. 5th. Sailed day and night more 
than forty leagues. 

Monday, Aug. 6th. The rudder of the car- 
avelj Pinta became loose, being broken or un- 
shipped. It was believed that this happened by 
the contrivance of Gomez Rascon and Christo- 
pher Quintero, who were on board the caravel, 
because they disliked the voyage. The Admi- 
ral says he had found them in an unfavorable 
disposition before setting out. He was in much 
anxiety at not being able to aSbrd any assistance 
in this case, but says that it somewhat quietec^ 
his apprehensions to know that Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, Captain of the Pinta, was a man of cour- 
age and capacity. Made a progress, day and 
night, of twenty nine leagues. 

Tuesday, Aug^ 7th. The Pinta's rudder again 
broke loose ; secured it, and made for the island 

* Harbour of Palos, a little north of Cadiz. 

t Italian miles, four to the league. 

"l A caravel is a long, single decked vessel, with three 
masts and latine sails. The Admiral's ship, called the 
Santa Maria, was square-rigged. 
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OF COLUMBUS. 13 

of Latozarote, one of the Canaries. Sailed, day 
and night, twenty-five leagues. 

Wednesday, Aug. 8th. There were divers 
opinions among the pilots of the three vessels, as 
to their true situation, and it was found that the 
Admiral was the most correct. His object was 
to reach the island of Grand Canary, and leave 
there the Pinta, she being leaky, besides having 
her rudder out of order, and take another vessel 
there, if any one could be had. They were una- 
ble to reach the island that day. 

Thursday, Aug. 9th. The Admiral did not 
succeed in reaching the island of Gomera till Sun- 
day night. Martin Alonzo remained at Grand 
Canary by command of the Admiral, he being un- 
able to keep the other vessels company. The 
Admiral afterwards returned to Grand Canary, 
and there with much labor repaired the Pinta, 
being assisted by Martin Alonzo and the others ; 
finally they sailed to Gomera. They saw a gi'eat' 
eruption of flames from the Peak of Teneriffe } 
nvhich is a lofty mountain. The*Pinta which be- 
fore had carried latine sails, they altered and 
made her square-rigged. Returned to Gomera, 
Sunday, Sept. 2d, with the Pinta repaired. 

The Admiral says, that he was assured by 
many respectable Spaniards, inhabitants of the 
island of Ferro, who were at Gomera with Dofia 
Inez Peraza, mother of Guillen Peraza, after- 
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wards first Comit of Croqaer^, that jthcy^very 
year saw land to the we^t of the C^anaries ; and 
others o( Gomera affirmed the same with the 
like assurances. The Admiral here says that he 
reinetnberS) while he was in Portugal, in 1484, 
there came a person to tlie King from the island 
of Madeira, soliciting for a vessel to go in quest 
of land, which he affirmed he saw every year, 
and always of the same appearance. He also 
says that he remembers the same was said by the 
inhabitants of the Azores and described as in a 
similar direction, and of the same shape and size.* 

, ..♦ * A meteoric appearance observed to the west of the Ca- 
*^"'*^ - naries occasioned the inhabitants of those islands to imag- 
- Ct. Uv. ine they saw a country in that direction; it bore the name 
^ ' fithUA, of the isle oC Brandon pr Borondony and was laid down in all 
/ // '. the early maps. Saint Brandon or Brandaip, was aBene- 
/ ^^ dictine monk of the si^th century, and according to the 
legend concerning him was, with his companions, seven 
years in pursuit of a western paradisic isle called Ima. The 
inhabitants, also, of Madeira and the Azores, deceived by 
^n appearance similar to the above, entertained the belief 
that land existed to the west of them. This belief was 
current from the fniddle of the fifteenth century, and many 
expeditions were undertaken for the discovery of these 
countries, some of them by the orders of the king of Por- 
tugal. Although they met with no success, the popular 
imagination of the existence of these territories still con< 
tinned. 

Another island by the name of Antilla was laid down in 
their maps by the Portuguese, westward of Madeira, they 
give the following account of it. In the year 714 when the 
Moors conquered Spain, seven bishops accompanied by a 
number of people sailed to the West, and discovered an 
island, where they landed and burnt their ships, lest any of 
the people should abandon them. They built seven cities 
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Having taken if> wood, water, meat, and other 
provisions, whicfc hafd been- provided by the men 
which he left ashore on departing for Grand 

aad remained there. Several Portuguese ships afterwards 
sailed thither and neyer returned home. In the time of 
the Infaiit Don Henry, a ship arrived at this tslaiid^ whero 
the crew went on^ shore, and the islanders straightway 
carried them to theif church, in order to ascertain whether 
they were catholics^ of which fact having satisfied them- 
selves, they entreated them to remain a few days for their 
sovereign, who would rejoice to see them. iBut those of 
the ship fearing that the inhabitants would bum her, em-« 
barked in all haste and returned to Portugal. The sand 
which they found upon the shore of the Island was a third 
part gold. 

To the above may be added the following curious narra- 
tion of jEJ6n Al Ouardi an Arabian Geographer, who died, 
according to D'Herbelot, in 1348, or according to others, 
in 1446. Afler describing Spain and Portugal, and stating 
that these countries are bordered by the dark seay which is 
very dangerous, he adds that eight persons of the city of 
Lisbon, desirous to know what was situated beyond the 
ocean, equipped a vessel with all the necessaries for a long 
voyage, and swore not to return till they had penetrated 
to the extremity of the ocean, and arrived at the land oppo- 
site. These navigators sailed eleven days, when they found 
tliemselves upon a sea without bottom, where the waves 
were high, and the winds drove them to the South: afler pro- 
ceeding on twelve days longer, they discovered an island 
which our author calls Dgezirat alghanam, the isle of sheep^ 
because the Arabs found upon it many of these animals, 
which they could not eat for the bitterness of their flesh, 
but contented themselves with taking the skins. They found 
also a spring of fresh water, a supply of which they took on 
board and re-embarked. They sailed twelve days more to 
the South and discovered another island, which was inhab- 
ited; the people came in boats and conducted them to a 
house on the shore. They were of a red complexion, and 
tall stature. At the end of three days there came an inter- 
preter who spoke Arabic, he conversed with them upon the 
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Canary to repair the Pinta, the Admiral took his 
final departure from Gomera with the three ves- 
sels on Thursday, Sept. Cth. 

Thursday Sept. 6th. Set sail from the har- 
bour of Gomera this morning and shaped their 
course for the voyage. The Admiral learnt 
by a vessel from the island of Ferro, that there 
were three Portuguese caravels cruising about 
there in search of him. This circumstance prob- 
ably originated in the envy of the King of Por- 
tugal, as the Admiral had left him to resort to 
Castile. It was calm the whole day and night ; 
in the ^ morning they found themselves between 
Gomera and Teneriffe. 

subject of their voyage, and went to give an account of 
them to the king of the isle. The king informed them that 
he had likewise sent his men to make discoveries in that 
vast ocean, that they had sailed West for a month, when 
being stopped from proceeding by the great darkness which 
surprised them, they returned without discovering any 
thing. The Arabs afterwards returned 4p Lisbon, where 
in memory of this event one of the streets was called Al- 
magrurimj or the wanderersy which name it long retained. 
See the Notices et Extraiis des Manuscrils de la BMiotheque 
du Roi, T. 2. p. 24. with the remarks of M. de Guignes, 
who draws the following conclusions from the narrative. 
That the Arabs were accustomed to qoake expeditions of 
discovery far into the Atlantic Ocean. That they probably 
approached very near the continent of America, and with a 
little more.perseverance would have arrived there. That 
the red color of the inhabitants of the island, which is that 
of the natives of America, gives a probability to the rela- 
tion. That the island could not be one of the Canaries, 
because the Arabs were acquainted with them. See 
Note II. 
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Friday, Sept. 7th^ Calm all Friday, and till 
three o'clock P. M.\on Saturday. 

Saturday, Sept. 8tD. At three in the afternoon 
the wind rose from ^the N. E. Steered their 
course W. encountered a strong head sea, which 
impeded their progresi Sailed, day and night, 
nine leagues. * 

Sunday, Sept 9th. Sailed this day nineteen 
leagues, and determined to count less than the 
true number, that the crew might not be dis- 
mayed if the voyage should prove long. In the 
night sailed one hundred and twenty miles, at the 
rate of ten miles an hour, which make thirty 
leagues. The sailors steered badly, causing the 
vessels to fall to leeward toward the Northeast, 
for which th o Adrn irs] reprimanded them repeat- 
edly. ^ 

Monday, Sept. 10th. This day and night 
sailed sixty leagues, at, the rate of ten miles an 
hour, which are two leagues and a half. Reck- 
oned only forty-eight feagues, that the men 
might not be terrified if they should be long upon 
the voyage. 

Tuesday, Sept. 11th. Steered their course 
W. and sailed above twenty leagues ; saw a large 
fragment of the mast of a vessel, apparently of 
a hundred and twenty tons, but could not pick 
it up. In the night sailed about twenty leagues, 

2 
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and reckoned only sixteen, for the caose above 
stated. 

Wednesday, Sept. 12th. This day steering 
their course, sailed day and night thirty-three 
leagues, and reckoned less, for the same cause. 

Thursday, Sept. 13th. This day and night 
sailed W. thirty-three-leagues, and reckonec! 
three or four less. The currents were against 
them. At the first of the evening this day, the 
needles varied to the N. W. and the next morn- 
ing about as much in the same direction. 

Friday, Sept. 14th. Steered this day and night 
W. twenty leagues; reckoned somewhat less- 
The crew of the Nina stated that thev had seen 
agrajao, and a tropic bird, or water-wagtail, which 
birdis never go farther than twenty-five leagues 
from the land. 

Saturday^ Sept. 15th. Sailed day and night, 
W. twenty-seven leagues and more. In the be- 
ginning of the night saw a remarkable bolt of fire 
fall into the sea at the distance of four or five 
leagues. 

Sunday, Sept 16th. Sailed day and night, W# 
thirty-nine leagues, and reckoned only thirty six. 
Some clouds arose and it drizzled. The Admi- 
ral here says that from this time they experien- 
ced very pleasant weather, and that the mornings 
were most delightful, wanting nothing but the 
melody of the nightingales. He compares the 



weather to that of Andalusia id April. Pere 
they began to meet with large patches of weeds 
yery green, and which appeared to have been 
recently washed away from the land; on which 
account they all judged themselves to be near 
some island,"^ though not a continent, according 
to the opinion of the Admiral, who says, ^ the 
corUinent we shall find further aheadJ , 

Monday, Sept. 17th. Steered W. and sailed, 
day and night, above fifty leagues ; wrote down 
only forty-seven; the current favored them. 
They saw a great deal of weed which proved 
to be rock-weed, it came from the W. and they 
met with it very frequently. They were of ppin- 
100 that land was near. The pilots took the sun's - 
amplitude, and found that the iieedles varied to 
the N. W. a whole point of the compass; the 
seamen were terrified, and dismayed without 
saying why. The Admiral discovered the 
cause, and ordered them to take the amplitude 
again the neiLt morning, when they found that 
the needles were true ; the cause was, that the 
star moved from its place, while the needles 
remained stationary.t At dawn they saw many 
more weeds, apparently river weeds, and among 

* They were, in fact, at this time in the neighborhood 
of a shoal afterwards discovered. ^ 

t It is hardly necessary to remark that this explanation 
of the phenomenon was invented by Columbus to quiet 
the apprehensions of his crews. 
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them a lire crab, which the Admiral kept, and 
says that these are sure signs of land, being never 
found eighty leagues out at sea. They found 
the sea-water less salt since they left the Ca- 
naries, and the air more mild. They were all 
very cheerful, and strove which vessel should out- 
sail the others, and be the first to discover land ; 
they saw many tunnies, and the crew of the 
Nina killed one. The Admiral here says that 
these signs were from the west, * where I hope 
that high God in whose hand is all victory 
will speedily direct us to land.' This morning 
he says he saw a white bird called a water- wag- 
tail, or tropic bird, which does not sleep at sea. 

Tuesday, Sept. 18th. Continued their course, 
and sailed day and night more than fifty-five 
leagues; wrote down only forty-eight. AlV 
this time they had experienced fair weather,' 
and sailed as they would have done upon the 
river at Seville. This day Martin Alonzo in 
the Pinta which was a swift sailer, ran ahea ]^ 
of the other* vessels, he having informed the A 
miral that he had seen great flocks -of birdS 
towardsjthe W. and that he expected that nigb\ X 
to reach land ; for this reason he kept on aheai\/ < 
of the others. A great mass of dark, heavyW 
clSiids appeared in the north, which is a sign of | 
being near the land 

Wednesday, Sept. I9th. Continued on, and 
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sailed, day and night twenty-five leagues, expe- 
riencing a calm. Wrote down twenty-two. 
This day at ten o'clock a pelican came on board, 
and in the evening another ; these birds are not 
accustomed to go twenty leagues from land. It 
drizzled without wind, which is a sure sign of 
land. The Admiral was unwilling to remain 
here, beating about in search of land, but he 
held it for certain that there were islands to the 
North and South, which in fact was the case 
and he was sailii^ in the midst of them."^ His 
wish was to proceed on to the Indies, having 
such fair weather, for if it please God, as the 
Admiral says, we shall examine these parts upon 
our return. Here the pilots found their places 
upon the chart: the reckoning of the Nina 
made her four hundred and forty leagues distant 
from the Canaries, that of the Pinta four hundred 
and twenty, that of the Admiral four hundred.f 
Thursday, Sept. 20th. Steered W. by N., 
varying with alternate changes of the wind and 
calms ; made seven or eight leagues progress. 
Two pelicans came on board, and afterwards 
another, — ^a sign of the neighborhood of land. 
Saw large quantities of weeds to day, though 

^ It does not appear what islands Las Casas refers to 
in the ahove remark ; they were at this time nearly in the 
centre ofthe Atlantic ocean. Breakers were discovered 
about this spot in 1802, but no land has ever been seen 
in the neighborhood. 

t Their true dii^tance. 
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none was observed yesterday. Caught a bird 
similar to digrajao; it was a river and not a ma- 
rine bird, with feet like those of a gull. To- 
wards night two or three land birds came to the 
9hip, singing; they disappeared before sunrise. 
Afterwards saw a pelican coming from W;. N. W. 
and flying to the S. W ; an evidence of land to the 
westward, as these birds sleep on shore, and go 
to sea in the morning in search of food, never 
proceeding twenty leagues from the land. 

Friday, Sept. 2lst. Most of the day calm, 
afterwards a little wind. Steered their course 
day and night, sailing less than thirteen leagues. 
In the morningfound such abundance of weeds 
that the ocean seemed to be covered with them ; 
they came from the i west. Saw a pelican; 
the sea smooth as a river, and the finest air in 
the world. Saw a whale, an indication of land, 
as they always keep near the coast. 

Saturday, Sept. 22 d Steered about W. N. W. 
varying their course, and making thirty leagues 
progress. Saw few weeds. Some pardelas* 
were seen, and another bird. The Admiral 
here says, ' this head wind was very necessary to 
me^for my crew had grown much alarmed^ dread- 
ing that they never should meet in these seas with a 
fair mnd to return to SpainJ Part of the day 
saw no weeds, afterwards great plenty of it. 

* A bird about the size of a pigeon'. 
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Sunday, Sept. 23d. Sailed N. W. and N. W. by 
N. and at times W. nearly twenty-two leagues. 
Saw a turtle dore, a pelican, a river bird, and 
other white fowl; — weeds in abundance with 
crabs among them. The sea being smooth and 
tranquil, the sailors murmured, saying, that they 
had got into smooth water, where it would never 
blow to carry them back to Spain ; but afterwards 
the sea rose without wind, which astonished 
them. The A Jmiral says on this occasion * th 
rising of the sea was very favorable to me^ as it 
liappmed formerly to Moses when he led the Jews 
from Egypt: 

Monday, Sept, 24th, Continued their course 
W. and sailed day and night fourteen leagues 
' and a half; reckoned twelve ; a pelican came 
to the ship, and they saw many pardelas. 

Tuesday, Sept. 25th. Very calm this day ; 
afterwards the wind rose. Continued their 
course W. till night. The Admiral held a con- 
versation with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of 
the Pinta^ respecting a chart which the Admiral 
had sent him three days before, in which it ap- 
pears he had marked down certain islands in 
that sea ;* Martin Alonzo was of opinion that 

* Tliis chart drawn by Columbus, seems to have been a 
copy of one sent to Lisbon in 1474 by Paul Toscanelli a 
Florentine astronomer; it was a chart of the Atlantic 
Ocean with the islands and countries of India in the west. 
See Note I. 
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they were in their neighborhood, and the Ad- 
miral replied that he thought the same, but as 
they had not met with them, it must have been 
owing to the currents which had carrifed them 
to the NE. and that they had not made such 
progress as the pilots stated. The Admiral di- 
rected him to return the chart, when he traced 
their course upon it in presence of the pilot and 
sailors. 

At sunset Martin Alonzo called out with great 
joy from his vessel that he saw land, and de- 
manded of the Admiral a reward for his intel- 
ligence. The Admiral says, when he heard him 
declare this, he fell on bis knees and returned 
thanks to God, and Martin Alonzo with his crew 
repeated Gloria in excelsis Deo^ as did the crew 
of the Admiral. Those on board the Nina as- 
cended the rigging, and all declared they saw 
land. The Admiral also thought it was land, 
and about twenty-five leagues distant. 'They 
remained all night repeating these affirmations, 
and the Admiral ordered their course to be 
shifted from W. to SW. where the land appear- 
ed to lie. They sailed that day four leagues and 
a half W. and in the night seventeen leagues 
SW. in all twenty-one and a half: told the crew 
thirteen leagues, making it a point to keep them 
from knowing how far they had sailed ; in this 
manner fwo reckonings were kept, the shorter 
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one falsifiedy and the other being the true account 
The sea was very smooth and many of the sail* 
Jors went in it to bathe, saw many dories and 
other fisL 

Wednesday, Sept. 26th» Continued their 
course W. till the afternoon, then SW. and dis^ 
covered that what they had taken for land was 
npthing but clouds. Sailed, day and night, thirtyr- 
one leagues; reckoned to the crew twenty-four. 
The sea was like a river, the air soft and mild. 
Thursday, Sept. 27th. Continued their 
course W. and sailed, day and night, twenty-four 
leagues, reckoned to the crew twenty. Saw 
many dories, and killed one. Saw a tropic bird. 

Friday, Sept. 28th. Continued their course 
West, and sailed, day and night with calms, four- 
teen leagues, reckoned thirteen; met with a 
few weeds; caught two dories, and the other 
vessels more. 

Saturday, Sept. 29th. Continued their course 
W. and sailed twenty-four leagues ; reckoned to 
the crew twenty-one. On account of calms made 
little progress this day. Saw a bird called Rabi- 
horcadoy which forces the pelicans to disgorge 
what they have swallowed, and then devours it; 
this is its only way of providing food.; it is a mar- 
ine bird, but never alights at sea, nor goes twenty 
leagues from land; there are many of them in 
the Cape Verd islajids. Afterwards there came 

3 
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two pelicans. The air was soft and refreshing, 
and the Admiral sajs nothing was wanting but 
the singing of the nightingale; the sea smooth 
as a river. Three times they saw three peli- 
cans, and a Rabihorcado. Many weeds ap- 
peared. 

Sunday, Sept. 30th. Continued their course 
W. and sailed day and night in calms, fourteen 
leagues; reckoned eleven. Four tropic-birds 
came to the ship, which is a very clear sign of 
land, for so many birds of one sort together, show 
that they are! not straying about haying lost 
themselves. Twice, saw two pelicans; many 
weeds. The constellation called Las Guardias^ 
which at evening appeared in a westerlyt di- 
rection, was seen in the NE. the next morn- 
ing, making no more progress in a night of nine 
hours, this was the case every night, as says the 
Admiral. At night the needles varied a point 
towards the N W. in the morning they were true, 
by which it appears that the polar star moves, 
like the others, and the needles are always right. 

Monday, Oct. 1st. Continued their course 
W. and sailed twenty-five leagues ; reckoned to 
the crew twenty. Experienced a heavy shower. 

* Charles's Wain. 

•f Probably an error for Norlherhjy which is the state- 
ment in the Biography of Columbus, by his son, Don Fer- 
nando, who relates this circumstance^ 
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The pilot of the Admiral began to fear this 
morning that thej were five hundred and Beyeo* 
tj-eight leagues West of the island of Ferra 
The short reckoning which the Admiral showed 
his crew, gave five hundred and eightj-four, but 
the true one which he kept to himself was^even 
hundred and seven leagues. 

Tuesday, Oct. 2d. Continued their course W. 
day and night, thirty-nine leagues ; reckoned to 
the crew thirty; the sea ever smooth and favor- 
able. ^Many thanks be to God,'* says the Admi- 
ral here. Weeds came from the £« towards the 
W. the contrary to what they had before ob- 
served. Saw many fish and took one. A white 
bird, which appeared to be a gull, was seen. 

Wednesday, Oct. 3d. Continued their accus- 
tomed course, and sailed forty-seven leagues ; 
reckoned to the crew forty. Many pardelas ap- 
peared, and great quantities of weed, some of it 
old, and some very fresh, which appeared to con- 
tain fruit. Saw no other birds. The Admiral 
believed they had passed the islands contained 
in his chart. Here the Admiral says that he 
was unwilling to stay beating up and down the 
week before, when they had so many signs of 
land, though he knew there were islands in that 
quarter, because his wish was to proceed onward 
to the Indies, and to linger on the way he thought 
would be unwise. 

Thursday, Oct. 4th. Continued their course 
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W. Sailed day and night, sixt j»tbree leagues, and 
reckoned to the crew fortj-six. There came to 
the ship above forty pardelaa in a flock, with two 
pelicans ; a boy on board the caravel hit one of 
them, with a stone. A rahihorcado came to the 
sbip^ and a white bird like a gull. 

Friday, October 5th. Continued their course 
and sailed eleven miles an hour; day and night ; 
fifty-seven leagues, the wind abating in the nigifet, 
reckoned to the crew forty-five. Fine weather 
and the sea smooth. ^Many: thanks to Gad^^ 
says the Admiral. The air soft and temperate ; 
no weeds; m^uy pardelas were seen, and swal- 
low-fishes in great numbers came on board. 

Saturday, Oct. 6th. Continued their course 
W. and sailed forty leagues day and night ; reck- 
oned to the crew thirty-throe. This night Mar- 
tin Alonzo gave it as his opinion that they had 
better steer from W. to SW. The Admiral 
thought from this that Martin Alonzo did not 
wish to proceed onward to Cipangoj^ but he 

* Zipangri or Japan, the name given to this island by 
Marco Polo, a Venetian, who travelled into the east during 
the thirteenth century. The most extravagant accounts of 
the riches of this country were given by the writers of that 
age, and its situation being placed by the geographers of 
the time, at the eastern extremity of India, Columbus, 
who expected by sailing west, to arrive there, naturally 
imagined that Cipango was the part of that country near- 
est to the west of Europe. 

Martin Behaim or Behem, a German, who afterwards 
entered into the service of the King of Portugal, construct- 
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ooQsiderad it best to ke^p on bis course^ as be 
should probably reach tim land sooner in tba^di- 
reclion, preferring to visil the continent first, and 
then the islands* 

Sunday^ Oct. 7<h. Continued their course W. 
and sailed twelve miles an hour, for two hours, 
then eight miles an hour. Sailed till an hour 
after sunrise, twenty^three leagues ; reckoned to 
the crew eighteen. At sunrise tlie caravel Nina, 
who kept ahead on account of her swiftness in 
sailing, while all the vessels were striving to out- 
sail one another, and gain the rewaird pi'omised 
bj the Kii^ and Queen by first discoverir^ land 
— hoisted a flag at her maat head, and fired a lom^ 
bardoj* aa a signal that she had discovered land, 
for the Admiral had given orders to that effect. 
He had alsot>rdered that the ships should keep 
in close company at sunrise and sunset, as the air 
was more favorable at those times for seeing at 

ed at Nuremberg in 1492, a terrestrial globe, of which a 
representation of that part comprising the Atlantic ocean 
may be seen in Cladera's Investigaciones Historicaa. 
Southwest of the Azores is marked down the island of Aa- 
tilia. Southwest of the Cape Verd islands, near the equa- 
tor, the island of St. Brandon, Directly West from the 
Canaries, near the continent of India, is drawn a very 
large island with these notices, * Cipangu,^ * En esia ish 
jcrecen Uu Espeeias ; Hay Syrenas en el mar.^ *• 8e adoran 
lo8 Idoloa^^ &c/ &c. A vast number of isles large and 
small are scattered to the North, South, and West of this 
spot. 

* A sort of cannon, first bronght from Lomberdy, 
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a distance. Towards evoDing seeing nothing of 
the land which the Nina had made signals for, 
and observing large flocks of birds coming from 
the N. and making for the SW, whereby it was 
rendered probable that thej were either going 
to land to pass the night, or abandoning the coun- 
tries of the North, on account of the ap^oaching 
winter, he determined to alter his course, know- 
ing also that the Portuguese had discovered most 
of the islands they possessed by attending to the 
flight of birds. The Admiral accordingly shifted 
his course from W. to WSW. with a resolution 
to continue two days in that direction. This was 
done about an hour after sunset. Sailed in the 
night nearly five leagues, and twenty-three in the 
day. In all twenty-eight. 

Monday, Oct. 8th. Steered WSW. and sailed 
day and night eleven or twelve leagues ; at times 
during the night, fifteen miles an hour, if ^he ac- 
count can be depended upon. Found tne sea 
like the river at Seville, ^ thanks to God^ s^ys the 
Admiral. The air soft as that of Seville in 
April, and so fragrant that it was delicious to 
breath it The weeds appeared veryj fresh. 
Many land birds, one of which they took! flying 
towards the SW. also ^ro/aos, ducks, andja peli- 
can were seen. } 

Tuesday, Oct. 9th. Sailed SW. five leagues, 
when the wind changed, and they stood| W. by 
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N. four leagues. Sailed in| the whole, day and 
night, twenty leagues and at half; reckoned to 
the crew seventeen. All| night heard birds 
passing. 

• Wednesday, Oct. 10th. Steered WSW. and 
sailed at times ten njiles an hour, at others 
twelve, and at others, seven; day and night 
made fifty-nine leagues progress ; reckoned to the 
crew but forty-foun Here the men lost all pa- 
tience, and complained of the length of the voy- 
age, but the Admiral encouraged them in the 
best manner he could, representing the profits 
they were about to acquire, and adding that it 
was to no purpose to complain, having come so 
f^r, they had nothir^ to do but continue on to 
the Indies, till with the help of our Lord, they 
should arrive there.* 

i 

* This period is near the date of the occurrence, 
which, on the authority of Oviedo,- has heen related in 
most of the modern accounts of the discovery-*— namely 
that Columbus found himself so embarrassed an^ pressed 
by the mutiny of his crew, who were terrified at the length 
of the voyage, that he was obliged to enter into jan agree- 
ment with them, that in case land should not be discovered 
within three days, he would abandon the entei])rise, and 
return to Spain. Not the slightest hint of such I a circum- 
stance is to be found in this jourual, nor is thei'e any im- 
aginable reason for the suppression of the fact py Colum- 
bus, had it really occurred. Las Casas certsfmly would 
not have omitted so important an item in makfng his ab- 
stract, and this was evidently drawn up from l^e diary of 
Columbus, written from day to day, and not Mm a narra- 
tive executed aAer his return to Spain, in which an'omis- 
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TFuursday, Oct. 11th. SleercA-WSW. ; and 
. eocountered a heavier sea than they had met 
with before in the whole voyage. Saw parde- 
las and a green push near .the vessel. .The crew 
of the Pinta saw a cane and a log ; they algp 
picked up a stick which appeared to have been 
carved with an iron tool, a piece of cane, a plant 
which grows on land, and a board. The crew 
of the Nina saw other signs of land, and a stalk 
loaded with roseberries. These signs encourag- 
ed them, and they all grew cheerful. Sailed 
this day till sunset, (|Wenty-seven leagues. 

After sunset steered their original course W. 
and sailed twelve miles an hour till two hours 
after midnight, going ninety miles, which are 
twenty-two leagues and a half; and as the Pinta 
was the swiftest sailer, and kept ahead of the 
Admiral, she discovered land and made the sig- 
nals which had been ordered. The land was 
first seen by a sailor called Rodrigo de Triana, 
although the Admiral at ten o'clock that evening 
standing on the quarter-deck saw a light, but so 
small a body that he . could not affirm it to , be 

sion of this sort might be more easily accounted for. Nei- 
ther Herrera nor Don Fernando who give very minute re- 
lations of the occurrences of the voyage, make any mention 
of ^it. Munoz adverts to the circumstance, but appears 
evidently inclined to disbelieve it. Robertson bas .admitted 
the account into his History, but it seems, upon thiB whole, 
not to be entitled to credit. 
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land ; ^lKii§; to Pero Gutierrez, groom of the 
King's wardrobe, he tdki him he saw a light, and 
bid bim look that way, which he did and saw it; 
be did the same to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, 
whom the King ^nd Queen had sent <with the 
tl^uadrdn as comptroller, but he was unable to 
see it from his situatioa The Admiral again 
perceived it onee or twice, appearing like tbe 
Kght of a wax candle movii^ up and down, which 
some thought an indication of land. But the 
Admiral held it for certain that land was near ; 
for which reason, after they had said the Sidve 
which the seamen are accustomed to repeat and 
chant after their fashion, the Admiral directed 
them to keep a strict watch upon the forecastle 
and look out diligently for land, and to him who 
should first discover it he promised a silken 
jacket, besides the reward which the King and 
Queen had offered, which was an annuity of ten 
thousand maravedis. At two o'clock in the 
momii^, the land was discoyored, at two leagues 
distance ; they took in sail and remained under 
the square-sail lying to till day, which was Friday, 
when they found themselves near a small island, 
one of the Lucayos, called in the iudian language 

* The reward for the discovery was adjudged by the 
King and Queen to be justly due to Columbus, as he was 
the first who«aw the light. The annuity of 10,000 mara- 
vedis was therefore punctually paid him through the rest 
of his life . y 
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Guanahaoi.* Presently they descried people, 
naked, and the Admiral landed in the boat, which 
was armed, along with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, 
and Vincent Yanez his brother, captain of the 
Nina. The Admiral bore the royal standard, 
and the two captains each a banner of the Green 
Cross, which all the ships had carried; this con- 
tained the initials of the names of the King and 
Queen each side of the cross, and a crown over 
each letter. Arrived oq shore, they saw trees 
very green, many streams of water, and diverse 
sorts of fruitss. The Adnairal called upon the 

^ The island first discovered has been hitherto generally 
supposed to be that now called St. Salvador, or Cat Island^ 
between 24 and 25 degrees north latitude. But upon an 
examination of the journal of Columbus, it will appear that 
his general course from the discovery of the first land, 
was West till he arrived at the Island of Cuba* Had this 
route been taken from the Island of St. Salvador, the in- 
numerable reefs and keys upon the Great Bahama Bank 
would have obstructed his way. Nor would the course 
which he appears to have steered, have conducted him to 
the port of Nipe in Cuba, the part of the island first reach- 
ed by him, had that course commenced at St. Salvador. 
Add to this, that his description of the island does not suit 
that place, nor, as far as can be made out with any accu- 
racy, do the bearings and distances of the other islands from 
the one first visited, agree with the neighborhood oXthe sup- 
posed spot of the discovery. 

It seems probable that the island in. question is the one^ 
now called Grand Turk, or Turk's Island: this opinion is 
sustained by the description of Columbus, stating it to be flat, 
without any lofty eminence, surrounded by a reef of rocks, 
and with a lake in the centre, all which circumstances, es- 
pecally the last, point out this place. The course after- 
wards pursued by the ships on leaving it, agrees also with 
the direction in which it lies from the others. 
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two Captains, and the rest of the' crew who land- 
ed, as also to Rodrigo de Escovedo notary of 
the fleet, and Rodrigo Sanchez, of Segoyia, to 
bear witness that he before all others took pos- 
session (as in fact he did) of that island for the 
King and Queen his sovereigns, making the Re- 
quisite declarations, which are more at large set 
down here in writing. Numbers of the people 
of the island straightway collected ' together^ 
Here follow the precise words of the Admi- 
ral. *As I saw that they were very friend- 
ly to us, and perceived that they could be much 
more easily converted to our holy faith by gen- 
tle means than by force, I presented them 
with some red caps, and strings of beads to wear 
upon the neck, and many other trifles of small 
value, wherewith they were much delighted, and 
became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards 
they came swimming to the boats, bringing par- 
rots, balls of cotton thread, javelins and many 
other things which they exchanged for articles 
we gave them, such as glass beads, and hawk's 
bells; which trade was carried on with the ut- 
most good will. But they seemed on the whole | 
to me, to be a very poor people. They all go 
completely naked, even the women, though [ 
saw but one girl. All whom I saw, were young, 

Muaoz, in his History of the New World, gives it as 
his opinion that the land first discovered, was that now 
called Watling's island, but does not subjoin his reasons. 
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not abore thirty yer.rs of age, well made, with 
6iie shapes and faces; their hair short, and 
coarse like that of a horse's tail, combed toward 
the forehead, except a small portion which they 
sufier to hang down behind, and neyer cut. Some 
paint themselves with black, which makes them 
appear like those of the Canaries, neither black 
nor white ; others with white, others with red, 
and others with such colors as they can find. 
Some paint the face, and some the whole body; 
others only the eyes, and others the nose. 
Weapons they have none, nor are acquainted 
with them, for I showed them swords which 
they grasped by the blades, and cut themselves 
through ignorance. They have no iron, their 
javelins being without it, and nothing more than 
sticks, though some have fish-bones or other 
things at the ends. They are all of a good size 
and stature, and handsomely formed. I saw 
some with scars of wounds upon their bodies, and 
demanded by signs the cause of them ; they an- 
swered me in the same way, that there came peo- 
ple from the other islands in the neighborhood 
who endeavored to make prisoners of them, and 
they defended themselves. I thought then, and 
still believe, that these were from the continent. 
It appears to me, that the people are ingenious, 
and would be good servants ; and I am of opinion 
that they would very readily become Christians, 
as they appear to have no religion. They very 
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quickly*4earn sudi words as are spoken io tbem^ 
If it please our Lord, I intend at my return to 
carry h<»ne bax of theia to your Higbaeeses, that 
they may learn «ur language. I saw no beasts 
111 the island, nor any sort of animals except par*^ 
rots. These are the words of the Admiral.* 

Saturday, Oct. 13th. ^ At day-^break great 
multitudes of men came to the shore, all youi^ 
acid of fine shapes, very handsome ; their hair not 
curled but straight and coarse like horse-haifj 
and all with foreheads and heads much broader 
than any people I had hitherto seen ; their eyes 
were large and very beautiful; they were not 
black, but the colour of the inhabitants of the 
Canaries, which is a very natural circumstance, 
they being in the same latitude with the island 
of Ferro in the Canaries. They were straight<^ 
limbed without exception, and not with prominent 
bellies but handsomely shaped. They came to 
the ship in canoes, made of a single trunk of a 
tree, wrought in a wonderful manner considerii^ 
the country ; some of them large enough to con- 
tain forty or forty-five men, others of different 
$izes down to those fitted to hold but a single 
person. They rowed with an oar like a baker's 
peel, and wonderfully swift. If they happen to 
upset, they all jump into the sea, and swim till 
they have righted their canoe and emptied it 

* The nanration is continued in Columbus's own words^ 

to Oct. mh. 
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With the calabashes they carry with them. They 
came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, jayelinsy 
and other thii^ too numerous to mention ; theses 
they exchanged for whatever we chose to giTe 
them. I was very attentive to them, and strove 
> to learn if they had any gold. Seeii^ some of 
them with little bits of this metal hangii^ at their 
noses, 1 gathered from them by signs that by 
going southward or steering round the island in 
that direction, there would be found a king who 
possessed large vessels of gold, and m great quan- 
tities. 1 endeavored to procure them to lead the 
way thither, but found they were unacquainted 
with the route. I determined to stay here till 
the evening of the next day, and then sail for the 
SW. for according to what I could learn from 
them, there was land at the S. as well as at the 
SW. and NW. and those from the NW. came 
many times and fought with them and proceeded 
on to the SW. in search of gold and precious 
stones. This is a large and level island, with 
trees extremely flourishing, and streams of water ; 
there is a large lake in the middle of the island, 
but no mountains : the whole is completely cover- 
ed with verdure and delightful to behold. The 
natives are an inoffensive people, and so desirous 
to possess any thing they saw with us, that they 
kept swimming off to the ships with whatever 
they could find, and readily bartered for any ar- 
ticle we saw fit to give them in return, even such 
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B8 broken platters and fragments of glass. I saw 
in this manner sixteen balls of cotton thread 
which weighed above twenty-five pomids, given 
for three Portuguese ceutis* This traffic 1 for- 
bade, and suffered no one to take their cotton 
from them, unless 1 should order it to be procured 
for your Highnesses, if proper quantities could 
be met with. It grows in this island, but from 
my short stay here I could not satisfy myself 
fully concerning it ; the gold, also, which they 
wear in their noses, is found here, but not to lose 
time, I iam determined to proceed onward and as- 
certain whether I can reach Cipango. At night 
they all went on shore with their canoes. 

Sunday, Oct. 14th. In the morning, I ordered 
the boats to be got ready, and coasted along the 
island toward the NN£. to examine that part of 
it, we having landed first at the eastern part. 
Presently we discovered two or three villages, 
and the people all came down to the shore, call- 
ing out tons, and giving thanks to God. Some 
brought us water, and others victuals : others see- 
ing that I was not disposed to land, plunged into 
the sea and swam out to us, and we perceived 
that they interrogated us if we had come from 
heaven. An old man came on board my boat ; 
the others, both men and women cried with loud 

* A coin worth less than a n\ill. 
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Toices — ^Chnu and su the men who have eome/rom 
luavetL Bring them victuals and drinkJ Tbera 
came manj of both sexes, erery one bringing^ 
something, giwmg thanks to God, prostratii^ 
themselTOs on the earth, and lifting up their 
hands to hea?ea Thej called out to us loudljT 
to come to land, but I was apprehensiTe on ac* 
count of a reef of rocks, which surrounds the 
whole island, although within there is depth of 
water and room sufficient for all the ships of 
Christendom^ with a very narrow entrance* 
There are some shoals withinside, but the water 
is as smooth as a pond. It was to view these 
parts that I set out in the morning, for I wished 
to give a comfJete relation to jour H^hnesses^ 
as also to find where a fort might be built. I dis* 
covered a tof^ue of land which appeared like an 
island though it was not, but might be cut through 
and made so in two days ; it contained six houses. 
I do not however see the necessity of fortifying 
the place, as the people here are simple in war- 
like matters, as your Highnesses will see by those 
seven which I have ordered to be taken and car-^ 
ried to Spain in order to learn our language and 
relurn, unless your Highnesses should choose to 
have them all transported to Castile, or held 
captive in the island. I could conquer the whole 
of them with fifty men, and govern them as I 
pleased. Near the islet I have mentioned were 



gi;oyQ« of ti^eesy the moat beaoAiAil I ha^e ever 
saeD| with: their foliage as vardaDt b^ we see io 
Ca&(ili3; 11^ Aprii ap4 May. There were ako maoy 
stre^iOjiB^ Aft^r hafiog taken a sunrey of tb/ese 
partsi, t returpe4 to the ship,, and setting sail, dis* 
ooye^e4 9iH^h a puq^Jber of islands that I knew 
not which firat to vmi ; the natives wb^m I had 
taken oa boa^d, ipfoirmed me by signs that there 
were so many of thcmt that they could not be 
nMmbered ;j they repeated the n^mes of more 
tbaa a, huodred* I determined to ste^r fo^ the 
larger t^ which i$ aboiit five le^ues from, San Sal- 
vador^ the others wei^e soi^ at a greater* and 
SQgie at a l^s distance from that island*; They 
are all very level, without mouatains, exceeding- 
ly fertile aod populous, the inhabitants living at 
war with o^e another, although a simple race, 
and with delicate bodies. 

^ Monday, Oct. 15th. Stood off and on during 
the night, determining not to come to anchor till 
m<H*ning, f taring to meet with shoals ; continued 
our course in the morning ; aud as the island was 
found to be six or seven leagues distant, and the 
tide was agaiqst us, it was noon when we arrived 
there,"^ I found that part of it towards San Sal- 
vador extending from N. to S. five leagues, aqd 
the other side which we coasted along, ran froni 

* Probably Grand Cayco. 
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E. to W. more than ten leagues. From this island 
espying a still larger one to the W. I set sail in 
that direction and kept on till night without reach- 
ing the western extremity of the island, where I 
gave it the name of Santa Maria de la Concept 
cion* About sunset we anchored near the cape 
which terminates the island towards the W. to en* 
quire for gold, for the natives we had taken from 
San Salvador told me that the people here wore 
golden bracelets upon their arms and legs. I 
believed pretty confidently that they had invent* 
ed this story in order to find means to escape from 
usy still I determined to pass none of these islands 
without taking possession, because being once 
taken, it would answer for all times. We an* 
chored and remained till Tuesday, when at day* 
break I went ashore with the boats armed. The 
people we found naked like those of San Salva- 
dor, and of the same disposition. They suffered 
Us to traverse the island, and gave us what we 
asked of them. As the wind blew S.E. upon 
the shore where the vessels lay, i determined 
not to remain, and set out for the ship. A large 
canoe being near the caravel Nina, one of the San 
Salvador natives leaped overboard and swam to 
her ; (another had made his escape the night 
before,) the canoe being reached by the fugitive, 
the natives rowed for the land too swiftly to be 

* Cay CO del Norte. 
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overtaken; haying landed, some of my men 
went ashore in pursuit of them, when they 
abandoned the canoe and fled with precipi- 
tation ; the canoe which they had left was 
brought on board the Nina, where from another 
quarter had arrived a small canoe with a single 
man, who came to barter some cotton ; some of 
the sailors finding him unwaiing to go on board 
the vessel, jumped into the sea and took him. I 
was upon the quarter deck of my ship, and see- 
ing the whole, senf for him, and gave him a red 
cap, put some glass beads upon his arms, and two 
hawk's bells upon bis ears, i then ordered his 
canoe to be returned to him, and despatched him 
back to land. 

I now set sail for the other large island to the 
W. and gave orders for the canoe which the 
Nina had in tow to be set adrift. I had refused 
to receive the cotton from the native whom I 
sent on shore, although be pressed it upon me. \f 
looked out after him and saw upon his landing 
that the others all ran to meet him with much 
wonder. It af^ared to them that we were honest 
people, and that the man who had escaped from 
m bad done us some injury, for which we kept 
him in custody. It was in order to favor this notion 
that I ordered the canoe to be set adrift, and gave 
the man the presents abovementioned, that when 
your Highnesses send another expedition to these 
parts it may meet with a friendly reception. All 
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Guanahaoi.* Presently they descried people, 
naked, and the Admiral landed in the boat, which 
was armed, along with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, 
and Vincent Yanez his brother, captain of the 
Nina. The Admiral bore the royal standard, 
and the two captains each a banner of the Green 
Cross, which all the ships had carried; this con- 
tained the initials of the names of the King and 
Queen each side of the cross, and a crown oyer 
each letter. Arrived oq shore, they saw trees 
very green, many streams of water, and diverse 
sorts of fruitss. The Admiral called upon the 

* The island first discovered has heen hitherto generally 
supposed to be that now called St. Salvador, or Cat Island, 
between 24 and 2d degrees north latitude. But upon an 
examination of the journal of Columbus, it will appear that 
his general course from the discovery of the first land, 
was West till he arrived at the Island of Cuba. Had this 
route been taken from the Island of St. Salvador, the in- 
numerable reefs and keys upon the Great Bahama Bank 
would have obstructed his way. Nor would the course 
which he appears to have steered, have conducted him to 
the port of Nipe in Cuba, the part of the island first reach- 
ed by him, had that course commenced at St. Salvador. 
Add to this, that his description of the island does not suit 
that place, nor, as far as can be made out with any accu- 
racy, do the bearings and distances of the other islands from 
the one first visited, agree with the neighborhood oX the sup- 
posed spot of the discovery. 

It seems probable that the island in. question is the one 
now called Grand Turk, or Turk's Island: this opinion is 
sustained by the description of Columbus, stating it to be flat, 
without any lofty eminence, surrounded by a reef of rocks, 
and with a lake in the centre, all which circumstances, es- 
pecally the last, point out this place. The course after- 
wards pursued by the ships on leaving it, agrees also with 
the direction in which it lies from the others. 
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two Captains, and the rest of the" crew who land- 
ed, as also to Rodrigo de Escovedo notary of 
the fleet, and Rodrigo Sanchez, of Segoria, to 
bear witness that he before all others took pos- 
session (as in fact he did) of that island for the 
King and Queen his sovereigns, making the ;re- 
quisite declarations, which are more at large set 
down here in writing. Numbers of the peo{de 
of the island straightway collected ' together. 
Here follow the precise words of the Admi- 
ral. ^As I saw that they were very friend- 
ly to us, and perceived that they could be much 
more easily converted to our holy faith by gen- 
tle means than by force, I presented them 
with some red caps, and strings of beads to wear 
upon the neck, and many other trifles of small 
value, wherewith they were much delighted, and 
became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards 
they came swimming to the boats, bringing par- 
rots, balls of cotton thread, javelins and many 
other things which they exchanged for articles 
we gave them, such as glass beads, and hawk's 
bells ; which trade was carried on with the ut- 
most good will. But they seemed on the whole | 
to me, to be a very poor people. They all go 
completely naked, even the women, though [ 
saw but one girl* All whom I saw, were young, 

Munoz, in his History of the New World, gives it as 
kis opinion that the land first discovered, was that now 
called Watling's island, but does not subjoin his reasons. 
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not above thirty years of age, well made, with 
fine shapes and faces ; their hair short, and 
coarse like that of a horse's tail, combed toward 
the forehead, except a small portion which they 
suffer to hang down behind, and never cut. Some 
paint themselves with black, which makes them 
appear like those of the Canaries, neither black 
nor white; others with white, others with red, 
and others with such colors as they can find. 
Some paint the face, and some the whde body ; 
others only the eyes, and others the nose. 
Weapons they have none, nor are acquainted 
with them, for I showed them swords which 
they grasped by the blades, and cut themselves 
through ignorance. They have no iron, their 
javelins being without it, and nothing more than 
sticks, though some have fish-bones or other 
things at the ends. They are all of a good size 
and stature, and handsomely formed. I saw 
some with scars of wounds upon their bodies, and 
demanded by signs the cause of them ; they an* 
swered me in the same way, that there came peo- 
ple from the other islands in the neighborhood 
who endeavored to make prisoners of them, and 
they defended themselves. I thought then, and 
still believe, that these were from the continent. 
it appears to me, that the people are ingenious^ 
and would be good servants ; and I am of opinion 
that they would very readily become Christians, 
as they appear to have no religion. They very 
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not the end. Now, writing this, I set sail with 
a southerly wind to circumnayigate the island, 
and search till we can find SamaQt^ which is the 
island or city where the gold is, according to the 
account of those who come on board the ship, to 
which the relation of those of San Salvador 
Bjod Santa Maria corresponds. These people 
are umilar to those of the islands just mention- 
ed, and hare the same lai^uage and customs } 
with the exception that they appear somewhat 
more civilised, showing themselves more subtle 
in their desiings with us, bartering their cotton 
and other articles with more profit than the 
others had experienced. Here we saw cotton 
doth, and perceived the people more decent, the 
women wearing a slight covering of ootton over 

the nudities. . The island is verdant, level and 

• 

fertile to a high degree; and I doubt not that 
grain is sowed and reaped the whole year round, 
as well as all other productions of the place. I 
.saw many trees, very dissimilar to those of our 
country, and many of them had branches of dif^ 
ierent sorts upon the same trunk; and such 
a diversity was among them that it was the 
greatest wonder in the world to behold. Thus, 
for instance, one branch of a tree bore leaves 
like those of a cane, another branch of the same 
tree, leaves similar to those of the lentisk. In 
this manner a single tree bears five or six differ- 
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with the calabashes they carry with them. They 
came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, javelinsy 
aDd other things too numerous to mention ; theoe 
they ^exchanged for whatever we chose to give 
them. I was very attentive to them, and strove 
' to learn if they had any gold. Seeii^ some of 
them with little bits of this metal hangii^ at their 
noses, i gathered from them by signs that by 
going southward or steering round the island in 
that directioi), there would be found a king who 
possessed large vessels of gold, and in great quan- 
tities. I endeavored to procure them to lead the 
way thither, but found they were unacquainted 
with the route. I determined to stay here till 
the evening of the next day, and then sail for the 
SW. for according to what I could learn from 
them, there was land at the S. as well as at the 
SW. and NW. and those from the NW. came 
many times and fought with them and proceeded 
on to the SW. in search of gold and precious 
stones. This is a large and level island, with 
trees extremely flourishing, and streams of water ; 
there is a large lake in the middle of the island, 
but no mountains : the whole is completely cover- 
ed with verdure and delightful to behold. The 
natives are an inoffensive people, and so desirous 
to possess any thing they saw with us, that they 
kept swimming off* to the ships with whatever 
they could find, and readily bartered for any ar- 
ticle we saw fit to give them in return, even such 
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US broken platters and fragments of glass. I saw 
in this manner sixteen balls of cotton thread 
which weighed above twenty-five pounds, given 
for three Portuguese eeutis.* This traffic 1 for« 
bade, and suffered no one to take their cotton 
from them, unless 1 should order it to be procured 
for your Highnesses, if proper quantities could 
be met with, it grows in this island, but from 
my short stay here 1 could not satisfy myself 
fully concernii^ it ; the gold, also, which they 
wear in their noses, is found here, but not to lose 
time, I jEim determined to proceed onward and as- 
certain whether I can reach Cipango. At night 
they all went onshore with their canoes. 

Sunday, Oct. 14th. In the morning, I ordered 
the boats to be got ready, and coasted along the 
island toward the NN£. to examine that part of 
it, we having landed first at the eastern part. 
Presently we discovered two or three villages, 
and the people all came down to the shore, call*- 
ing out to. us, and giving thanks to God. Some 
brought us water, and others victuals : others see- 
ing that I was not disposed to land, plunged into 
the sea and swam out to us, and we perceived 
that they interrogated us if we had come from 
heaven. An old man came on board my boat ; 
the others, both men and women cried with loud 

* A coin worth less than a mill. 
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• 

erer witnessed, a degree of verdure prevailing 
like that of May in Andalusia, the trees as differ* 
ent from those oi our country as day is from 
Dight, and the same may be said of the fruit, the 
weeds, the stones and every thing else. A few 
of the trees however, seemed to be of a species 
similar to some that are to be found in Castile^ 
though still with a great dissimilarity, but the 
others so unlike, that it is impossible to find any 
resemblance in them to those of our land 
The natives we found like those already de« 
scribed, as to personal appearance and manners, 
and naked like the rest. Whatever they pos- 
sessed, they bartered for what we chose togive 
them. I saw a boy of the crew purchasing jave«> 
lins of them with bits of platters and broken 
glass. Those who went for water informed am 
that they bad entered their houses and found 
them very clean and neat, with beds and covers 
ir^ of cotton nets. Their houses are all built 
in the shape of tents, with>very high chimneys. 
None of the villages which I saw, contained more 
than twelve or fifteen of them. Here it was rc^ 
marked that the married women wore cotton 
breeches, but the younger females were without 
them, except a few who were as old as eighteen 
years. Dogs were seen of a large and small size, 
and one of the men had hanging at his nose a 



piece ^goki half as big as aeastelkma,* trtth let- . 
ten iBtpon it. I endearored to purchase it of them- 
is order to ascertaiii what sort of money it 
wast but the J refused to part with it. Hbvir^ 
taken our water on board, I set sail and pro* 
oeeded R W. till I had fiurreyed the coast to 
tlie pomt where it begins to l-un from C to W. 
Here the indians^ gare me to understand that 
this niand was smaller than that of Samoet^ and 
that I had better return in order to reach it the 
sooner. The wind died awa j, arnl then sprang 
up from the W. N. W. whieh was contrary to 
the course we were pursuit^, we therefore here 
about and steered various courses through the 
night from E. to S. standing off from the land, 
the weather being cloudy and thick. It rained 
violently from midnight till near day, and the 
sky still remains^ clouded ; we remain off the 
the southeast part of the island, where I expect 
to anchor and stay till the weather grows cldar^ 
when I shall steer for the other islands 1 am in 
quest of. Every day that I have been in these 
Indies it has rained more or less, i assure your 
H^hnesses that these lands are the most 
fertile, temperate, level and beautiful countries 
iu the world. 

* Ancient Spanish coin. 

t In this, it appears, Columbus was mistaken, nothing 
like a coin was ever found among the natives. 
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Thursday, Oct 18tb. As soon, as the sky 
grew clear, we set sail and went as far round the 
island as we could, auchoriDg wbeo we found it 
inqonrenient to proceed, I did not boweyer land. 
In the morning set sail again. 

Friday, Oct. 19tb. In the morning we got 
under weigh, and I ordered the Pinta to steer 
£. and S.£. and the Nina, S.S.E. proceedii^ my- 
self to the SE. the other vessels I directed to 
keep on the courses prescribed till noon, and then 
to rejoin me. Within three hours we descried 
an island to the E. toward which we directed 
our course, and arrived all three, before noon, at 
the northern extremity, where a rocky islet and 
reef extend toward the North, with another be« 
tween them and the main island. The Indians 
on board the ships called this island Saomete. I 
named it Isabela.''^ It lies westerly from the is- 
land of FemandinOj and the coast extends from 
the islet twelve leagues, west, to a cape which 
I called Cabo Hermosoj't it being a beautiful^ 
round headland with a bold shore free from 
shoals. Part of the shore is rocky, but the rest 
of it, like most of the coast here, a sandy beacbn 
Here we anchored till morning. This island is 

* This appears to be the island now called InagM 
grande, 

t Fair Cape. 
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the most beautiful that I haVe yet seeo, the trees 
in great number, flourishing and lofty; the land 
is h^her than the other islands, and exhibits ad 
eminence, which though it cannot be called a 
mountain, yet adds a beauty to its appearance, 
and gires an indication of strelairas of water in the 
interior. From this part toward the northeast 
is an extensive bay, with many large and thick 
groves. I wished to anchor there, and land, that 
I might examine those delightful regions, but 
found the coast shoal, without a possibility of 
casting anchor except at a distance from the 
shore. The wind being favorable, I came to 
the Cape, which I named Hermoso^ where I an- 
chored to-day. This is so beautiful a place, as 
well as the neighboring regions, that I know not in 
which course to proceed first ; my eyes are never 
tired with viewing such delightful verdure, and 
of a species so new and dissimilar to that of our 
oountry, and I have no doubt there are trees and 
herbs here which would be of great value in 
Spain, as dyeing materials, medicine, spicery, &c. 
but I am mortified that I have no acquaintance 
with them. Upon our arrival here we experi- 
enced the most sweet and delightful odour from 
the flowers or trees of the island. To-morrow 
morning before we depart, I intend to land and 
see what can be found in the neighborhood. 
Here is no village, but farther within the island 
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is one, where our Indians, inform us we shalf find 
the king, and that he has much g^old. I shall 
penetrate so far as to reach the village and see 
or speak with the king, who, as thej tell us, gov- 
erns all these islands, and goes dressed, with a' 
great deal of gold about him. I do not, however, 
give much credit to these accounts, as I under- 
stand the natives but imperfectly, and perceive 
them to be so poor that a trifling quantity of 
gold appears to them a great amount. This is- 
land appears to me to be a separate one from* 
that of Saometo^ and I even think there may h6' 
others between them. I am not solicitous to ex- 
amine particularly every thing here, which in- 
deed could not be done in fifty years, because my 
desire is to make all possible discoveries, and re- 
turn to your Highnesses, if it please our Lord, in 
April But in truth, should I meet with gold or' 
spices in great quantity, I shall remain till I col- 
lect as much as possible, and for this purpose I' 
am proceeding solely' in quest of them. 

Saturday, Oct. 20th. At sunrise we weighed 
anchor, and stood to the NE. and E. along the 
south side of this island, which I named Isaheta^ 
and the cape where we anchored, Cabo de la Lor 
guna; in this direction I expected from the ac- 
count of our indians, to find the capital, and king 
of the island. I found the coast very shallow, 
and offering every obstacle to our navigation, and 
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l^ercefrkig that our course this way must be 
wery drcuitouB, I deterttiiued to return to the 
westward. The wind failed U8» and we were un^ 
abl^ to get near the shore before night ; aiid as 
it is yerj daqgerous anchoring here in the dark, 
when it is impossible to discern aanong so many 
shoals and reefs ; whether the ground be suita^ 
able, I dtood off and <xi all night. The other 
vessels came to anchor, having reached the 
shore in season. As .was oiistomary among us, 
they made signals to me to stand in and anchor^ 
but I determined to remaiii at sea. 

Sunday,. Oct 21st. . At 10 o'clock, we arrived 
at a cape of the island, and anchored, the other 
vessels in company. After havii^ dispatched a 
meal, I went ashore, and found no habitation save 
a. single house, and that without an occupant ; we 
had no doubt that the people had fled in terror 
at our approach, as the house was completely 
furnished. I sufiered nothii^ to be touched, and 
went with my captains and some of the crew to 
view the country. This island even exceeds the 
others in beauty and fertility. Groves of lofty , 
and flourishing trees are abundant, as also large 
lakes, surrounded and overhung by the foliage, 
in a most enchanting manner. Every thing look- 
ed as green as in April in Andalusia. The melo- 
dy of the birds was so exquisite that one was 
never willing to part from the spot, and the flocks 
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of parrots obscured the heavens. The diversity 
in the appearance of the feathered tribe fronl 
those of our country, is extremely curious. A 
thousand different sorts of trees, with their fruit 
were to be met with, and of a wonderfully deli« 
cious odour. It was a great affliction to me to be 
ignorant of their natures, for 1 am very certain 
they are all valuable ; specimens of them and of 
the plants I have preserved. Going round one 
of these lakes, I saw a snake, which we killed^ 
and 1 have kept the skin for your Highnesses ; 
upon being discovered he took to the water, 
whither we followed him, as it was not deep, and 
dispatched him with our lances ; he was sevenf 
spans in length ; I think there are many more 
such about here. I discovered also the aloe tree, 
and am determined to take on board the ship 
to-morrow, ten quintals of it, as 1 am told it is val- 
uable. While we were in search of some good 
water, we came upon a village of the natives 
about half a league from the place where the 
ships lay ; the inhabitants on discovering us aban- 
doned their houses, and took to flight, carryii^ 
off their goods to the mountain. I ordered that 
nothing which they had left should be taken, not 
even the value of a pin. Presently we saw sev- 
eral of thie natives advancing towards our party, 
and one of them came up to us, to whom we gave 
some hawk's bells and glass beads, with which 



btt W&8 d^^fcid;. We' asked hnm in return, iot 
water^ aa<d after I hdA g0M on board the shijD^ 
tbe nativ^d came down to the shore with their 
calabash^ fell, and showed great pleasure in^ pre^ 
tfenfting UB with h. I ordered more glass beadt 
t!a he giiren theii, and they promised to retuitil 
the next day. It is mj wish to fill all the water 
casks of the ships at this fdace, which beii^ exe* 
Gttted^ I shaH diepart immedcately, if the weather 
BBTvey and sail round the islaiid, till I succeed in 
meeting with the king, in order to see H 1 qaH 
acquire any of the golcl, which I hear he pos* 
afesses. AflerWards t shall set bqA iot aether 
tery large island which 1 beKeye to be Cipahgo^ 
according to the indteations I receive from the 
Indiana on board. They call the Island Colha^ 
and say there are many large ships, and sailors 
there. This other island they name Bosio, and 
inform me that it is yery large ; the others which 
lie in our course, I shall examine on the passage^ 
and according as I find gold or spices in abund- 
ance, I shall determine what to do; at all events I 
MQ determined to proceed on to the continent, and 
tPisit the city of Guisay'f where I shall deliver the 

* Cuba. 

I Ghiisayf or Quensaijj (he city of Heaven^ and residence 
of the Great KhaR, according to Marco Polo, and other 
#nter8 of the dairly ages, who give the most splendid ac- 
eountv of thia great capital of the east. See Note I. 

7 
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letters oi your Highnesses to the Great Can, and 
demand an answer, with which I shall return- 
Monday, Oct. 22d. Through the night, and 
to-day we remained waiting here to see if the 
king, or any others would bring us gold or ao^ 
thing valuable. Many of the natives visited us, 
resembling those of the other islands, naked 
like them, and painted white, red, black and 
other colors ; they brought javelins and clewa 
of cotton to barter, which they exchanged with 
the sailors for bits of glass, broken cups, and 
fragments of earthen ware. Some of them wore 
pieces of gold at their noses ; they readily gave 
them away for hawk's bells and glass beads; 
the amount collected in this manner, however, 
was very inconsiderable. Any small matter 
they received from us, they held in high estima* 
tion, believing us to have come from heaven. We 
took in water for the ships from a lake in tbe 
neighborhood of this cape, which I have named 
Cabo del Idea: in this lake Martin Alonzo Pinaoo, 
captain of the Pinta, killed a snake similar to 
that of yesterday, seven spans long. 1 ordered 
as much of the aloe to be collected as could be 
found. 

Tuesday, Oct. 23d. It is now my determinar 
tion to depart for the island of Cuba^ which I 
believe to be Cipango^ from the accounts I have 
^received here, of the multitude and riches of the 
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pe6ple.' I haye abandoned* the ihtehtlofl of staj- 
ing here and sailihg round the island in search' dt 
the king^ as it would be a waste of ti'tae; and I 
perceive there are no gold mines to be fouYid; 
Moreover it would be necessary to steer mahjr 
courses in making the circuit, and we cannot el« 
pect the wind to be always' favorable* ' And ats 
we are going to places where there is great com- 
merce, I judge it expedient not to linger on the 
way, but to proceed and survey the lands y^^ 
meet with, till we arrive at that most favorable 
for our enterprise It is my opinion that We shall 
find much profit there in spices ; but my want of 
knowledge in these articles occasions me the modt 
excessive regrets, inasmuch as I see a thousand 
sorts of trees, each with its own species of fruit, 
and as flourishing at the present time, as th^ 
fields in Spain, dciring the montlis of May and 
June; likewise a. thousand kinds of herbs and 
flowers, of all which I remain in ignorance as to 
their properties, with the exception of tHe aIoc, 
which I have directed to-day to be taken on 
board in large quantities for the use of your Higli- 
oesses^ I did not set sail to-day for want of wind, 
a dead calm and heavy rain prevailing. Yester- 
day it rained much without cold ; the days here' 
are hot, and the nights mild like May in Anda- 
lusia. 

Wednesday, Oct. 24th. At midnight weighed 



michor aodtset sail from €abo dil JUe$ of liia i 
land of laabeloj being in the North part, where J 
had remained preparing to depart for ^he .island 
of Cuba^ in which place the undifi^as tell fne jl jhail 
find a great trade, with abundance of gold and 
spices, and large ships, and merchants 4 they dir 
rect.me to steer toward the WSW., which ^s the 
course I am pursuing. If the accounts which the 
natives of the islands and those on board the 
^hip^y have communicated to jne by signs (for 
their language 1 do not understand) may he rebv 
td iv^ this must be the island of Cipango^ .otf 
irbioh we ha»Te heard so many wonderful tbiqgs:; 
accordii^ to my geographical knorwledge it m^^ 
be somewhere in this neighborhood. We con? 
tioued Qur courser WSW. till day, when^he wind 
died away, while the rain wbich had been falling 
most of the nigiht continued, we remained thua 
with little wind till the afteitioon, when it hegn 
{q blow finely : we crowded aU sail, and kept ^09 
our course till dusk, when Ca6o Verde^ which is ifi 
the southweAterly pa^t of the island. of F^rmg^ 
dinon hore NW. soven kagUes distant. Tha 
wind cputinuing to iAqw fresh, and not knowing 
the distance to the island of Cuba, I determined 
not to run for it during the night, as these islands 
have bold shores, no bottom being obtained at 
more than two lombarda-shots from the land, 
add to this that they are surrounded with roQ^ks 



and fihdiJB m abiHidaiiee, iaod Ihe wk<^ jtwImi 
it very )hasardoaB 4q ancfaor^ieBcept (Jmrii^ l^e 
daj. 1 therefore ocdiered aU the sa^s *to be 'taicen 
in leKoept the foresaily^aiid kept cnuoder that^ 
the nund iocreasMed, and we madi^ mock pro^ 
gi?e8$9 the extent of which 1 ceald tMut asoer- 
tain, it was TBry doudjr with rain, finally^ i oiv 
dered :t he foresail to be takeain."* 

Tibtiradaj, Oct 25i^ Sailed etfter aanriae 
WSW, till '9 o^tiock^ a distance of five Jeagiie% 
thee altered their oout^e to W./and weirt at tiio 
iiate qf e^ht jniles an hoar till one o'clock ; thej 
oontinued oa till three on tthe afternoon, h«t>ing 
gone forty-four miles, when thej discovered Jand^ 
which /proved to be seiren or eight iidands,^ ex« 
teaduag ifrom nortibt to south, five leagues ^stant* 
. Fi^iday, Oct. 26tb. They anchored south of 
the islands, findii^ the water shallow five or six 
leagues off the shore. The indians on board itioid 
them that the island of Cuba was distant froai 
thance, a voyage of a day and a half in their ea*- 
noefi, which are small things, made of a log, aixd 
oarrying no sail Departed for Cn&a, which from 
the indians signifying to them the abundance of 

. * Here the words of Cotumliius ceaso for the pros* 
eii(, and the narrfUive coQlinues in the language of Jtho 
aturidgor. 

t In the southern and eastern part of the Great Baha- 
ma bank. 
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gold and pearls there, as well as the magnitude of 
* the island, they doubted not, was Cipango.* i 

Saturday, Oct. 27th. They we^hed anchor 
at sunrise, and left these islands, which they 
named Las Islas de ^rind\ on account of the 
shoals which extend out from them half a dozen 
leagues to the south. Sailed SSW., eight miles 
an hour, till one o'clock, havii^ gone forty miles ; 
by night they had proceeded twenty-eight more 
in the same direction ; before dark they discoT- 
ered land. They kept a diligent watch through 
the night which proved very rainy. They sail- 
ed^on Saturday, by sunset, seventeen leagues to 
the SSW. 

Sunday, Oct. 28 th. Continued on SSW., in 
quest ci the island of Cvba^ keeping close to the 
shore. They entered a fine rivery free from 
shallows and all other obstructions, which in fact . 
is the case with all the coast here, the shore 
being very bold. The mouth of the river had a 
depth of water of twelve fathoms, and a breadth 
sufficient for ships to beat in. They anchored- 
within the river, and the Admiral states that the 

^ The belief that Cipango was a part of the newly dis- 
covered country, continued for some time. In a letter 
written by Columbus to the Pope, in 1502, describing his 
voyage, he introduces the following remark. — '* This is- 
land is Tarsis, Cethia, Ophir, Ophaz and Cipango, wte ' 
have named it Espanola.' 

t The Sandy Islands. 
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prospect here exceeded in beautj ai^thing he. 
ever saw, the riyer being surrounded with trees 
of the most beautiful and luxuriant foliage of a 
Angular appearance, and covered with flowers 
and fruits of all sorts. Birds were here in abun- 
dance singing most delightfully. Great numbers 
of palm trees were noticed, different from those 
of Guinea, and ours, wanting their particular 
manner of bark ; thej were of a moderate 
height, and bore very large leaves, which the 
natives use for coverii^ to their houses. The 
land appeared quite level. The Admiral went 
ashore in the boat, and found two . dwellings, 
which he supposed to be those of fishermen, and 
that the owners had fled ; hoiound in one of them 
a dog unable to barjk. Both houses contained 
nets of palm, lines, horn fish-hooks, harpoons of 
bone, and other implements for fishing, as also 
many firc^aces, and each seemed to be adapted 
to the reception of a lai^e number of persons. 
The Admiral gave orders that nothing should 
be 'touched, which directions w«re adhered tu 
The grass was as high as it is in Andalusia in 
April and May, and they found purslain and 
sirawberry-blite in abundance. They ;*eturned 
on board the boat and ascended the river some 
distance, where the Admiral says it was exceed- 
ingly pleasant to behold the delightful verdure 
and foliage which presented itself, not to mention 
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the binfe In the neighborbaod ; the whole offered 
d scene of such enchaDtment that it was hardly 
possible to part from it. He declares this to be 
the most beautiful island ever seen^ aboufiding in 
good harbours, attd deep rivers, with n shore 
upon which it appears that the sea never breaks 
high, as the grass grows down to the watef^s 
edge, a thing which never happeas where the 
sea is rough. Indeed a high sea tlicy had not as 
jet experienced among these islands. Thi^ isle, 
he says, is full of pleasant mountains, which are 
lofty, although not of great extent, the rest of 
the country is high, after the manner of Sicily, 
abounding in streams, as they understood from 
the Indians of Guanahani, which were on board 
the ships, who informed them by signs that it 
contained ten large rivers, and was of such 
a size that with their canoes they could not sad 
round it in twenty days. When the ships were 
sailing towards the island, some of the tiatives 
put off from the shore in two canoes, and per- 
ceiving the Spaniards entering into the boat 
and rowing towards the mouth of the river to 
sound for an anchorage, they took to flight. 
The indians told them there were mines of 
gold here and pearls, and the Admiral* observ- 
ed muscles and other indications of these articles 
in the neighborhood. They further informed 
him that there came large ships hither from the 
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Great Can^ and that the main land was distant 
ten days voyage. The Admiral named this 
river and port San Salvador/^ 

Monday, Oct. 29th. They weighed anchor 
and sailed from this port towards the west,- iD 
quest of the city where it 'appeared to be sigtii- 
fied to them by the indians, that they would 
meet with the king. A point of the islandl^'el* 
tended towards the Northwest, six leagues from 
the place of their departure, and another:}: len 
leagues towards the east A league further on, 
they discovered a river with a narrow entrance, 
which the Admiral named Rio de Id £fina.§ 
They continued on till evening and' descried 
another river larger than those they had yett 
seen, which also the indians signified to them in 
the usual manner ; on the banks they saw many 
collections of houses, the Admiral named it Rio 
de JUares.l^ He dispatched two boats to land in 
order to get some communication with the peo* 
pie, in one of them he sent an indian of those on 
board, as they appeared at last to be contented 
with the company of the Spaniards, and they 

* The Bay of Nipe in the eastern part of Cuba. 

I Punta de Mulas. % Punta Cabana. 

§ Probably Puerto de Banes. 

jl Puerto de las Nuevitas del Principe . 
8 



^lf?er0 ee^bled in some degree to uuderstand 
rik^my lithe people? on shore^ men, women and 
children ail fled at their approach, abandomog 
ibeia d'weUii^ and goods, which the Adjuiral 
ordered ahoutd not receive the least injury. He 
Mates the houses to have been the finest he had 
.fjt^tiieen, tod thinks the nearer he approaches 
Jmvrslrd the continent thf j will continue iniprov^ 
riogi: they were of a large size, constructed in the 
sliape. of a tent, and each collection of theqi 
.af>peared like ^a camp^ without any order of 
sUreets, but scattered here and there ; the interi- 
ors were found very clean and neat, well furnish- 
ed and set in order ; they were all built of fine 
:palnii branches. They found here many statuef 
in. the shape of women, and numerous headf^ 
something Uke masks, well executed; whether 
thfese were used as ornaments, or objects of worr 
ship, did not appear. Here were small fowl 
.originally wild, b(it n^w tame about the house% 
as also curious collections of nets, hooks, and 
other gear for fishing, but the Spamards,. 9^ 
they were ordered, touched nothing* The Ad- 
miral was of opinion that the inhabitants of the 
coast were all fishermen, and carried what they 
took into the interior of the island, as it isa vfry 
large one, and more beautiful than words can ex- 
press. He says that he met with trees and fruits 
here of a most delicious odour, and that there 



are widcNibtedly edwt and (»clNlr cMtt^itf t)l6 iii^ 
land^M he sftwa skuii^ wbieii Atpj^elH'ed le» «bei • 
that of a cow* AU ibe o^ht thejr wbre eaictr^: 
tainad with the melocfyof th^ birds aiN^epiclDGtis; 
tile air ww mild and soft thrDegbeot thb ii^^4 
neither hot nor cdd. in the other/ iakudsi he. 
states the heat to have be^ eaoessive; but bete? 
it Waa temiMnpate like May. The beat of thil. 
other i^hificla be: aacrtbes to their being letel, aalii 
the wiiidi wbiob blows them, iBwingf (tonnikm 
East and eoneequenflljr b^i^t^ The water >o£ liia' 
rh^ers wad found ti^ "be aalt a* the naiithe : it^^iHii^ 
not httdi^n; where 'the iediena obtnined iibeir 
Wftter^ whiefa ^a^neet with freeb^^ifi their^httitisea.^ 
This river wad brMd eiiMgh for die sbijA^toi 
omncravre ^n odf their etrtry or 4e|Mirturev*(am]b 
tlie laiid ofontajned manjr msfrke te^eerve aeidi«^ 
reetfons^ tor ^taeving. It' was^ ae4iet)>0j^ ti^ht> 
ihlhems dee^^at (he aa^eth^ and iive iiwide. Tbe^ 
sea about here^ he says afipears' to- be e^ei^ air- 
sai^ooth as the river at ^v)Ha^ and^ itue water 
very favorable for the pearl fishery; Here were 
periwinkles of a targe size, but tasteless, unlike 
i hose of Spain. The river aiid pert of San SM* 
vtidorj abdve menrtbhed, he diftsortbea as oterked 
bjr lofly and beautiful mountaine,^ like the Pina 
ie los mamoradi^By one of thlBiiA GOiil^ining' oit ifs' 
summit a protuberance in the form of a hand- 
some mosque. The other river and harbor, 



98' fSMT vavAoE 

wJieret they now remain, has ufxm the SE!« two 
BKNiDtaitis of '« round shape, and at the WNW. 
a fine lerel cape extends into the sea. 

Tuesday, Oct. 30th. They left the rirer 
which they had named Rio de Mares^ and standi 
ing to the NW. discovered a cape covered with 
pain trees^ which the Admiral called CkAo de 
Palmas ;* it was fifteen- leagues distant from the 
j^ace of their departure. The indians on board 
the Pinta sonified to the Spaniards, that beycmd 
this cape was a rivm',t and from this river to 
Cfiba^ was a distance of four days voyage or 
journey. The Captain of- the Pinta declared 
that be understood Cuba to be a city^ and that 
the land here was a continent of great size which 
extended far to the North ; also that the king, 
off this country was at war with the Gnat Can^ 
whom the Indians called Camt, and his country 
or city Faifa and other names. The Admiral 
determined to steer for this river, and dispatch 
a present and. the letter of the Spanish sove- 

* Now called Alto de Juan Danuet- 
t Jlio Maxiono. 

^^The. Spaniards, as the reader roust have already per- 
ceived, understood very imperfectly what the natives sig-_ 
ntfied to them. Cuba was here meant to denote Cubanacan 
the centre of the island of Cuba, or it was actually, accord- 
ing to others, the name of the capital province or city of 
the island. 
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r^Ql^to the ki^g: this he. judged best to peiv 
form by meatiB oi a markieF he had o«i boards 
who had formerly. been in Guinea, and some df 
the indians of GiAanahani. The Admilral states 
^e^.tlatitude>of\thia place to betweoty-one de- 
igjpees North) if <the mantiscript from which I haTe 
oopiedf this be correct^ and: say s he must preeeed 
ou to theGr^Cmi, whom he supposed was to 
be foiind thereabout, or to- the city of Caihafjf^ 
which he afiirms to. be a "^erj large city, aocord- 
iog^as he bad* learned before he sailed from 
Spaia All the land here iie describee as pleas- 
aiit.and lereli bordered with a deep sea. \i 
«! Wedn^ay^ Oct* ■. 3^1 st.^ Mi Tuesday night 
they beat upland down, and then came toa^riter 
which they could. not enter for the jihoals^^t 
the V mouthy, the indians .thoi^hl it as easy to 
enter with (he ships^ aa th^ did mithi their: ear 
mm^f jRreceeding . onward Uieyvdiscoyeredia 
qapipt; exttendiag fat»into Jtheseayand surMunded 
w«th{ shaUpws^;^ they saw abKi a. bayicapaUeof 
receiving small ressels, which they could not 
reach; as the wind had shifted to the North, and 
the coast ran NNW. and SE.: another cape which 
they saw farther onward, extended still • farther 

* China^ at that time was l^nown by this name. 

t Now called Boca de Carabelas grander & Punta 
del Maternillo. 
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ittto the sea. For thk reason- smA- ohsen'mg' 
froia ihe appearance of ike hftarenB- that it 
threatened to blow violenttj, they returned to 
JRio de Mares^ 

Thursday, Not. 1st At stmrise the AdmiPml 
aeni the boats to laud to ykitthe bouses they. 
sew there ; they fpiHid the inhabitants ijl fled, 
but after some time they e»pied a man ; the 
Admirat then dispatched one oi his indiam on- 
shore, who called out to- hnn from a distaiic«> 
and bade him not be fearful, as the Spaoiaoda^ 
were a friendly people, not injuring, any one, nor 
belonging to the Great €a», but on the coDtrarjy 
bad macie many presents of their goods aaaong" the 
inhabitants of the islands. The natirM having 
ascertained that no ill waa intended them, gatb* 
ered confidence, and came in above si^c^teeo canoes 
to the ships, bringing cotton yairn- and other 
things, which the Admiral ordered should nat:b# 
taken from theos^ as he wished them to uodei^ 
stand that he was in search of nothii^ but gold^. 
which they call vmeay. AUday the canoes kept 
passing between the ships and the sborCi^ The 
Admiral saw no gold among them^ but reanirks: 
having observed an indian with a bit of wrought 
silver at his nostrils, which he conceived to be 
an indication of the existence of that metal in the 
country. The indians informed them by sigps 
that within three days there would come many 
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ttad#ni4h>m tfaiotif^viot to pirkhttse! the goods 
of tlMT Spiiiiianii^ to* hdioiii Aef .^wonld oominoiii- 
cate news of the king, who x- &r as could be 
learnt from tbe eigife of the natWrnsf was about 
.fefor ^itjrs journey distant. ''Tfaby ioformed the 
'Spariiaapdr*iil$o'lhat'«iaiij' pehiens hadb^en di»- 
patohcfd lM> infotrm the king respecting the Adnhi- 
raL These peerple were found to be of the 
same race and ibaniiers with those afaready bb- 
serfed, withdut an}^ religion that could be'dis- 
ei^ered; they had nerer remarked the Indians 
whom' f hey ke^ eii board the «hvp8 to he eo- 
gi^dintuiy mte't of der^lidn tif their own, but 
they wouM upon - beir^ directed^ make the sign 
of ttie cross,' and repeat the Salve and Jhe Marim 
with tlMi hands Extended towards hearen. The 
lai^iiage is the same throug4ioul these inlands, ^ 
and the peofJe friends to one andthei^ which the 
Adm^l eays be belieries to' be the case in all 
the MMghboring parts^ and that they are at war 
wMi the Chtdi Colt, whom they cM'CavUa^ and 
his oosntiry B^^fhsL These people go naked hlce 
the test • The nrer here he describes ^ deep, 
and haTing a bold shore Bi the mouth, where 
ships may lay close' to- the land; the water 
of ifac rtver salt for a league upwards when 
it beaonies very freslu It is certain, says the 
tiifit this is tbe continent, ami that we 
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are in the neighborhood of Zayto and Gtiinsay^ 
a hundred leagues more or less distant from the 
one or the other. 

Friday, Not. 2d. The Admiral resolred to 
send two of the Spaniards intojhe country; 
those whom he selected for this purpose wene 
Rodrigo de Jerez, of Ajamonte, and Luis de 
Torres, who had lived with the Adelanfado of 
Murcia, and knew Hebrew^ Chaldaic, and some 
Arabic ; he had been formerly a Jew ; to these 
he joined two of the natives, one of those he bad 
brought from GuanahoMj and another beloi^ing 
to the houses near the river. He gave them 
strii^ of beads to purchase provisions, and di- 
rected them to return within six days. Speci- 
mens of spicery were intrusted to them that they 
might judge if any thing similar existed in the 
country. He took care to instruct them how 
they should inquire for the kii^, and what they 
were to say in informing him that the King and 
Queen of. Castile had dispatched the Admiral 
with letters and a present for him, and to learn 
the state of his country and gain his friendship. 
Furthermone the envoys were instructed to ob- 
tain a knowledge of the territory, and observe 
the ports and rivers, with their distances from the 

* Columbus being persuaded tbat be had arrived at the 
coatinent of India, thought himielf near the cMies whieh- 
he names. 
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place where the ships laj,'&c. The Admiral 
here took an obsenration, and found the latittide 
to be twenty-one degrees ; according to his cal- 
culation, their distance from the island of Ferro 
was eleven hundred and fortj-two lei^es.* 
He was fully persuaded that this was the coih 
tinent. 

Saturday, Nor. 3d. In the morning the Admi- 
ral went on board his boat, and obserrii^ that 
the mouth of the rirer formed an ample harbour, 
rery deep and free from rocks, with a fine beach 
yery fit for careenii^ ships, as well as plenty of 
wood on shore, he rowed up the stream a couple 
of leagues to the fresh water, and goii^ on shore, 
'liscended a hill to take a riew of the country, 
but nothing of the inhabitants was seen on ac- 
count of the thickness of the woods, which dif- 
fused a yery odoriferous scent, leading him to 
belieye that aromatic plants abounded there. 
The beauty of the prospect was such that he 
declares his eyes were never tired with viewing 
it, nor was the harmony of the feathered tribe 
wanting. Great numbers of canoes came to the 
ships this day for the purpose of bartering their 
cotton, and nets or hammocs on whioh they 
sleep. 

Sunday, Noy. 4tb. Early in the morning the 
Admiral went on shore in the boat to shoot bird^ 

* The true distance was eleven hundred and five leagued. 
9 
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and at his return, Martin Alonzo Pinzon came to 

him with two pieces of cinnamon, sayii^ that a 

Portuguese on board his vessel had seen an indian 

with two lai^e handfuls of it, but was afraid to 

purchase it on account of the prohibition of the 

Admiral, and furthermore that the indian had 

some reddish things resembling nutmegs. The 

boatswain of the Pinta declared he had seen 

cinnamon trees. The Admiral wenl to the place 

but found none. He showed some of the natives 

pepper and cinnamon which he had brought 

from Castile, they recognised it as he declares, 

and intimated to him by signs that much of it was 

to be found not far from thence to the southeast. 

He likewise showed them gold and pearls, and 

was informed by some old men that these existed 

in great abundance in a place which they called 

Bohio^j being worn by the people at their necks, 

ears, arms and legs. They had, according to the 

same account, large ships, and carried on traflte, 

and this was all at the southeast. They further 

informed him that at a distanoe there were men 

1 withpne eye only, and others with faces like dogs, 

who were. man-eaters, an^ accustomed upon taking 

a prisoper, to cut his throat, drink his blood, and 

* Bohioy according to Las Casas, was the name which the 
Indians gave to their houses^ or, as the same author suggests, 
^they might intend to signify by this name the island of EIs- 
panola which the inhabitants called Hayti, 



If 
OF COLUMBtJS. 75 

dismember him. The Admiral then determined 
to return to his ship and wait for the men whom 
he had sent into the comitrj, when he was re- 
solved to depart in quest of the regions which 
had been described to him, unless he Should re 
ceire such accounts from the interior as wouM 
induce him to stay. He says ^ these people are 
veiy mild and timorous, naked as I hav^ descri- 
bed the others, without^weapons or laws. The 
soil is yery fertile abounding with mam^ a' 
root like a carrot, with a taste of chesnuts ; 
Beans, likewise are here, very dissimilar to ours, 
also cotton, growii^ * spontaneou^y among the 
mouikains ; 1 am of opinion that this is gathered 
at all seasons of the year, as 1 observed^ upon a 
single tree^ blossoms, pods unripe, and others burst 
open. A thousand other productions, which are 
doubtless of great value, 1 remarked, but find it 
impossible to describe them.' 
* '- Monday, Nov. 5th. In the momir^ the Adqii- 
ral ordered the ships to be careened^ : one' jat a 
time, the others*^ remaining afloat for security^ 
although he declares the natives welre very friend- 
ly^ and that they might without hazard have 
careened them all together. While jhey were 
about this,* the boatswain of the Niha came to 

him demanding a reward for having disc6vered 

• 

*■ Sweet potatoes according to some;. 
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mastick, the specimeD, however, he did not ex- 
hibit, having lost it The Admiral promised 
him the rev^ard, and sent Rodrigo Sanchez and 
Maestre Diego to examine the trees; they 
brought back a portion of the gum and of the 
wood, which he preserved for the King and 
Queen. He says that it was evidently mastick, 
although, to be good, it should be collected at 
the proper season ; and that there were trees ip 
that neighborhood sufficient to yield a thousand 
quintals a year. Here too he states that he found 
much of that sort of wood which appeared to be 
aloe. This harbour which he called Ptterto de 
MoreSy'^ according to his account, one of the 
best in the world, with a fiine air, and the inhab- 
itants very gentle. Here is a rocky promontory, 
upon which a fort might be built to defend the 
port if this should become a jdace of any trade. 
The Admiral adds ^ May our Lord, in whose 
hands are all victories, direct all things to his 
service/ An indian informed him by signs that 
the mastick was beneficial to them when they 
were ajSlicted with pain in the stomach. 

Tuesday, Nov. 6th. Last night, says tlie Ad- 
miral, the two men whom I had sent into the 
country returned, and related as follows. After 
having travelled 4t dozen leagues they came 
to a town containing about fifty houses, where 
there were probably a thousand inhabitants. 
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every house contaioing a great number ; they 
were built in the manner of large tents. The 
bhabitants received them after their fashicxi 
with great ceremony ; the men and women 
flocks to behold them, and they were lodged 
m their best houses. They signified their admi- 
ration and reverence of the strainers by touchr 
ing them, pissing their hands and feet, and mak- 
'ing signs of wonder. They imagined them come 
from ' heaven, and signified as much to them. 
They were feasted with such food as the natives 
had to offer. Upon their arrival at the town 
they were led by the arms of the principal men 
of the place, to the chief dwelling, here they 
gave them seats, and the indians sat upon the 
ground in a circle round them. The indians 
who accompanied the Spaniards explained to the 
natives the manner in which their new guests 
livdd, and gave a favorable account of their char- 
acter. The men then left the place, and the 
women entered, and seated themselves around 
them in the same manner, kissing their hands and 
feet, and examining whether they were flesh and 
bone like themselves. They entreated them to 
remain there as long as five days. The Span- 
iards showed them the cinnamon, pepper and 
other spices which they had received from the 
Admiral, and they informed them by signs that 
there was much of these in the neighborhood at 
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tfie southeast, bat thej knew not of any In tfatd 
place. Tb^ Sfianiards not discoirering any great 
liumber of towns here, resolved to rettn^n to the 
i^hip, and had they chosen to admit the natirefr 
to accompany them, might hare been attended 
back by more than five hundred men and womei^ 
who were eager to bear them compaiiy, think- 
ing they were returning to heaven. They torfc 
none along with them but one of the principal 
inhabitants with his son ; with these the Admi^ 
ral held some conversation, and showed f beni * 
great civilities ; the indian described to him by 
signs many countries and islands in these parld^ 
and the Admii*al thought to carry him home to 
Spain, but says be was unable to find whether 
the indian was willing. At night he seemed to 
grow fearful, and wish to go on shore ; the Ad- 
miral says, that having the sh^p aground he 
thought it not advisable to oppose him, and iso 
let him retum,^ requesting him to come back the 
next morning, but they saw him no more. The 
Spaniards upon their journey met with great 
multitudes of people, men and women with fire- 
brands in their hands and herbs to smoke after 
their custom."^ No village was seen upon the 

* Las Casas in hys General History of the Indies gives 
the following relation of this circumstance: ^ The iwo Span- 
iards met upon their journey, great numbers of people of 
both sexes; the men always with a firebrand in their hands 
and certain herbs for smoking: these are dry, and fixed in 
a leaf also dry, afler the manner of those paper tubes which 
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road of a, laiger size tban &r^ hooges, but aU (he 
iohabitants showed them the saii)e respect 
Many sorts of trees were ohfervedv and herbs 
and odoriferous flowers. Great number^ of birds 
they ^remarked, all diffisreot from those of Spain 
except the nightingales, who entertained them 
with their songs, and the partridges and geese, 
which were found in abundance. Of quadru- 
peds thej descried none except dumb dogs. 
The soil appeared fertile and under good cuiti* 
nation, producing the mames aforementioned and 
beans yery dissimilar to ours, as well as the 
grain called panio<gniss. They saw vast quanti- 
ties of cotton, spun and manufactured, a single 
bouse contained above five hundred arro^a^;"^ 
four thousand quintals might be collected here 

the boys in Spain use at Whitsuntide: having lighted one 

end thej draw the Bm6ke bj sucking at the other, this 

causes a drowsiness and sort of intoxication , and according 

to their accounts relieves them from the sensation of fatigue. 

These tubes thej call by the name of tabacos, I knew 

maay Spaniards in the island of Espanola who were adr 

dieted to the use of them, and on being reproached with 

it as a bad habit, replied that they could not bring them- 

Mhresto give k up. I do not see what relish or bene6t 

they could find in them.' Here we see the origin of cigars. 

See Charlevoix Hist, de St. Domingue Lib. I. '^ le Tabac 

etoit ntttnrel k Pisle Espagnole; les insulaires le nommoient 

Cohibaf et appelloient Tabasco Pinstjruroent dont ils se ser* 

voient pour fumer. On ne doute point aujourd'hui que ce 

ne soit la Porigirie du mot de Tabac, et c'est une erreur 

populaire que de I'attribuer ^ I'isle de Tabago.' 

* An arrol^ ^s twenty-five pounds. 
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per annum. The Admiral says it appears to him 
that thej do not sow it, but that it is productiye 
the whole year round ; it is very fine with ian ex- 
ceeding long staple. Every thing which the In- 
dians possessed they were ready to barter at a 
very low price ; a large basket of cotton they 
would give for a leather thong, or other trifling 
thing which was offered them. They are an 
inoffensive, unwarlike people, naked, except that 
the women wear a very slight covering at the 
loins ; their manners are very decent, and their 
complexion not very dark, but lighter than that 
of the inhabitants of the Canary Islands. ^ I 
have no doubt, most serene Princes ' says the 
Admiral, * that were proper devout and religious 
persons to come among them and learn their lan- 
guage, it would be an easy matter to convert them 
all to Christianity, and I hope in our Lord that 
your Highnesses will devote yourselves with 
much diligence to this object, and bring into the 
church so many multitudes, inasmuch as you have 
exterminated those who refused to confess the 
Father Son and Holy Ghost,* so that having end- 
ed your days (as we are all mortal) you may 
leave your dominions in a tranquil condition, free 
from heresy and wickedness, and meet with a 
favorable reception before the eternal Creator, 

* This refers to the Moors and JewS; as has been seen 
jn the preface of Columbus. 
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whom may it please to grant you a long life and 
great increase of kingdoms and . doitiinions, with 
the will and disposition to promote^ as you always 
have done, the hdiy christian religion, Amen. 

This day I launched the ship, and made ready 
to depart in the name of God, next Thursday, for 
the SE« in quest of gold and spices, as well as 
to distorer the country.' These are the words 
of the Admiral, who expected to sail on Thursday, 
but the wind being contrary, detained him till the 
twelfth day of November. 

Monday, Nov. 12th. They sailed from the 
port and river de Mares at day break : they di- 
rected their course in search of aq island which 
the indians on board affirmed repeatedly was 
called Babeque^^ where as they related by signs, 
the inhabitants collected gold at n^ht by torch- 
light upon the shore, and afterwards hammered 
it into bars. In order to reach this island^ they 
directed to steer East by South. Having sailed 
eight leagues along the coast, they discovered a 
river, and four leagues further onward, another, 
very large, exceeding in size all which they had 
seen. The Admiral was unwilling to remain, and 
put into either of them, for two reasons, the first 
and principal one, because the wind and weather 

* This name was givea by the natives, to the coast of 
Tierra Firme, which they also called Bohio aod CarUaha — 
Las Casas. 

10 
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were favorable to proceed to the abpve-mentioD- 
ad island ^ Baheque ,* the other was, that were 
there aoj large towns near the sem thejr might 
easily be dijicoveredf but in case they weep f^x 
up the rirerSt they could only be reached by 
ascending the stream in small yessets, which those 
of his fleet were 93^ot A desire, therefore, not 
to waste time, de!tet*mined him not to explore 
these rivers,, the last of which was surrounded 
with a well peopled country ; he naoied it Rip 
del Sol.* He states that the Sunday previous, 
he had thought it wbuld be well to take a few 
of the natives from the place where the ships 
lay, for the purpose of carrying them to Spaio, 
that they might Acquire our language, and inform 
us what their country contained, besides becpm- 
ing Christians and serving us at their return as 
interpreters, ^for I have observed,' says he, 
^ that these people have no religion, neither are 
they idolaters, but are a ver^ gentle race, with- 
out the knowledge of any iniquity ; they neither 
kill, nor steal, nor carry weapons, and are so 
timid that one of pur men might put a hundrejd 
of them to flight, although they will readily sport 
and play tricks with them. They have a knowl- 
edge that there is a Qod above, and Bxe firmlj 
persuaded that we have come from heaven. 

* Puerto del Padre. 
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ThejTTerj^uicklj learn suich prayers ms we ref* 
peat to them, and also to make tM -sign of the 
cross; Your Highnesses should tfaerefeve adopt 
the resolution of conyerto^ them to Ghrntianitjy 
in which enterprise, I am of ^pillion that a Terji ^ 

short space of time would suflh^e to gaki to oifr 
hoi J faith multitndeB of people, and to Spain, 
great riches and immense dominions^ with all 
their inhabitants ; there beii^, #itho«t doubt, in 
these countries vast quantities of gold, for the 
Indians would not without cause give us such de« 
scriptions of places where the inhabitants dug it 
from the earthy and wore it in massy bracelets 
at their neck% ears, legs, and arms. Here are 
also pearls and precious stones, and an infimte 
amount of spices. In thie river de Mares which 
1 left last evening, there is undoubtedly a great 
deal of mastick, i^ the quantity might be i»« 
creased, for the trees transplanted, easily take 
root ; they are of a lofty size, bearing leaves and 
fruit Uke the ientisk ; the tree, however is taller 
and has a larger lieaf than the Ientisk, as is men^ 
tioned by Pliny, and as I have myself observed 
in the island of Scio in the Archipelago. I or- 
dered many of these trees to be tapped in or* 
der to extract the resin, but as the weather was 
rainy all the time I was in the river, I was una- 
ble to procure more than a very small portion, 
which I have preserved for your Highnesses. It 
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is possible ako that this is not the proper 
season for ccdlecting it, which, it is likelj, may be 
in the spring, when^ they begin to put fcMrth their 
Uossoms ; at present the fruit upon them is near* 
ly ripe. Great quantities of cotton might be 
raised here, and sold, as I think, profitably, with- 
out being carried to Spain* but to the cities 
of the Great Canj which we shall doubdess 
discoyer, as well as many others belonging to 
other sovereigns ; these may become a source 
of profit to your Highnesses by trading thither 
with the productions of Spain and the other 
European countries. Here also is to be found 
abundance of aloe, which however is not a 
thiag of very great value, but the mastick 
assuredly is, being met with no where else 
except in the before-mentioned island of Soio, 
where if I remember rightly it is produced 
to the amount of fifty thousand ducats value in 
a year. The mouth of this river forma the best 
harbour I have yet seen, being wide, deep and 
free from shoals, with a fine situation for a towi^ 
and fortification where ships may lie close aloi^ 
the shore, the land high, with a good air and fine 
streams of water. Yesterday a canoe -came to 
the ship with six young men^five of them came on 
board, whom I ordered to be detained, and have 
them with me ; I then sent ashore to one of the 
houses, and took seven women and three children: 
this I did that the indians might tolerate their 
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captiTity better with their company, lor it has 
often happened that the Portuguese have carri- 
ed the natives from Guinea to Portugal, for the 
purpose of learning their language, and when 
this was done, and they returned wkh them to 
Guinea, expectii^ by reason of the good treat- 
ment they had showed them, and the presents 
they had ^ven them, to find great benefit in 
their use, they hare gone among their own peo- 
ple and never appeared more. Others have done 
differently, and by keeping their wives, have 
assured themselves of their possession. Besides, 
these women will be a great help to us in acquir- 
ing their language, which is the same throughout 
all these countries, the inhabitants keeping up a 
communication amoi^ the islands by means of 
their canoes. This is not the case in Guinea, 
where there are a thousand different dialects, 
one tribe not understanding another. This eve- 
ning Came on board, the husband of one of the 
women, and father of the three children, which 
were a boy and two girls, he intreated me to 
let him accompany them, which I very willingly 
granted ; the natives whom I had taken from 
here, were all so delighted at this as to induce 
me to think them his relations. He is a person 
of about forty-five years of age.' All this is in 
the exact words of the Admiral ; he also says 
that he found the weather somewhat cold, and 
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being in the winter, thought it not advisable to 
prosecute his discoreries any farther towards the 
north* This day, Monday, they sailed by sun- 
set, eighteen leagues, East by South, to a cape 
which he named CkAo de Cuba.'t 

Tuiesday, Nov. 13th. All ni^htbeat up and 
down making no progress, which Was done for 
the purpose of examining a gap between two 
lofty mountains which they had noticed at sunset^ 
and which seemed to be a separation between 
the land of Cuba and that of BohioJ^ this the In- 
dians on board signified to them in the usual way. 
At daylight they stood towards the land, and 
passed a point which appeared at night about 
two leagues iii extent ; they then entered a spa- 
cious gulf five leagues to the SSE., and saw a 
cape five leagues further onward where, between 
two high mountains there was discernible a large 
gap : whiether this was a strait of the sea, they 
could not determine ; and because the Admiral 
was anxious to. proceed on to the island they 
called Babeque^ where, as he understood there 
was much gold, and this island was to the East, 
be put out to sea, perceiving no shelter on the * 

^ From what he here relates^ it appears that had he 
proceeded Northerly he would undoubtedly, in two days, 
have discovered Florida. — ^Las Casas. 

t PuntadeMulas. 

X Sierras del Crista! & Sierras del Moa, 
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coaBt fit>m the vialence of th^ wind, which blew 
more strongly than efer; Ihej kept on Jtheir 
course East* with the wind frooi the North, 
eight miles an hour, till sunset, when thej had 
sailed fifty-six miles, which are fourteen leagues, 
East irom Ga&o de Cttbcu Of the coast gIBMoj 
which was to leeward, they had viewed' appar- 
eutlj eighty miles, or twenty leagues, beginning 
at the cape of the gulf above mentioned. All 
this coast runs ESE. and WNW. 

Wednesday, Nov* 14th. Stood off and on 
during the night, not judgii^ it safe to sail amoiig 
the islands in the dark. The indians informed 
them yesterday that the distance from Rio de 
Jtlares to the island ^^ Babeque was three days 
Toy^age, this of course was to be understood of a 
Yi^age in their canoes, which go about seven 
leagues in a day. The wind was light, and 
though their direction was East, it would not 
allow them to steer within a point of this 
oouiBe ; these, and other hindrances which are 
related, kept them from making any progress be- 
fore morning. At sunrise the Admiral, in con- 
' sequence of the wind having shifted from N. to 
NE. determined to steer for the land, and seek 
a harbour, and in the event of not meeting with 
one, to return to that he last quitted. Having 
gone that night twenty-four miles East by South, 
he stood South for the land, and arriving near, 
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saw manjr harbours, inlets, and islands ; the wind 
blowii^ strong with a high sea, he did not dare 
risk an entrance into either of them, but kept 
along the coast NW. by W., still looking out for 
a harbour : a great many were seen, but none of 
them appeared safe ; having gone in this manqer 
sixty-four miles, they came to a very deep en- 
trance, a quarter of a mile wide, with a river, 
forming a good haven,"^ here they entered and 
found it spacious and deep, containing so many 
islands that they could not be counted, these 
were of a good size and lofty, covered with 
palm and other trees of a thousand different 
sorts. The Admiral was struck with admiration 
at viewing so many islandf^ of such a height, and 
declares to the King and Queen that he believes 
there are not higher mountains in the world than 
those which he saw along the coast, and amoiig 
these islands, and that none equal them in beau- 
ty, they being without clouds or snow. At the 
feet of these mountains there is great depth of 
water. He states it as his opinion that these 
islands are the innumerable ones which in the 
maps, are placed at the extremity of the East^t 
and says he believes they contain great riches, 

* Probably Puerto de Tanamo^ in Cuba. 

t In the map of Martin de Behem, .drawn up in 1492^ 
and published by Mur and Cladera, a great multitude of 
glands are laid down, at the eastern limit of India. 
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precioils stobes, and spicery, and extend far to 
the South, spreading otit on each side. He 
nttmed this place La Mar de JSuestra Senora^ and 
die harbour near the strait which is the entrance 
to these islands, he called Puerto del Principe, of 
which he made no further survey than by view- 
ing it from without, till he returned to U on the 
Saturday of the following wee&, as will after- 
wards appear. The Admiral dilates very much 
upon the fertility, beauty and loftiness of thes6 
islands, and cautions the king and queen not to be 
stirprised at the great admiration he expresses, for 
as he assures them he does not repi^esetit a litind- 
redth part of the truth. Some of these moun- 
tains appeared to reach to the skies, and were 
shaped like the points of diamonds, and others 
tery lofty with table summits. A great depth of 
water Was at theif feet, so that the largest car- 
rack,* might lie there. None of them were 
i*ocky, but all covered with wood. 

Thursday, Nov. 15th. The Admiral went with 
the boats to Visit the islands, of which he gives 
a wonderful description, and say^ he found mas- 
tfck and great abundance of aloe. Some of the 
islands were cultivated with the roots which 
the indians use in making their bread. Fire was 
found buniing in several places, but tliey met 

^ A ship of the largest suEe. 

u 
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with QO fresh water* A few inhabitants wer<& 
seen, who fled. They found the water in depth 
from fifteen to sixteen fathoms, with a sandy 
bottom, and no rocks, a very desirable thnn^ to 
mariners, as these last are yery dangerous in 
cutting the cables. 

Friday, Nor. 16th. They made it a practice 
in all those countries and islands, on going on 
shore, to set up and leave there, a cross. The 
Admiral went in the boat to the mouth of this port^ 
and upon a point of land, found two large tnmks 
of trees, of different sizes, kid across each other 
in the shape of a cross, so exactly that he says Ik 
carpenter could not have done the thing with more 
precision ; having paid their adorations to this, 
be ordered that these trunks should be taken and 
made into a large and lofty crucifix. Canes were 
found about the shore, but they could not dis* 
cover where they grew. The Admiral thought 
they had floated down some river, and were 
washed ashore, and in this he was right. They 
entered a cove or inlet within the entrance of 
the port toward the South East; here they 
found a rocky promontory with a v^ry bold shores, 
where the largest carrack in the world might 
lie close to the land, with a recess or comer in 
which half a dozen ships might lie without an^ 
chors as in a dock. This appeared to him a conve- 
jGiient situation for a fortress, in ease these islands 
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shoald ever become a great mart of trade. Re- 
turning to the ship, he found the Indians on board 
fishii^ for cockles, which are found of a lai^e size 
in these seas. He mado the crew dive here and 
search for button-shells which are the cockles in 
which pearls are found ; they succeeded in obtain- 
ii^ many of them, but no pearls ; this he thought 
was owing to the season beii^ unfit, and was of 
opinion that the proper time must be in May and 
June. The sailors found a creature which ap- 
peared like a tasa. They fished with nets and 
took a fish among others resembling a hog, to- 
tally covered with a shell of exceeding hardness, 
being soft nowhe^ except at the eyes and taill 
The Admiral directed it to be preserved by salt- 
ing, as a curiosity. 

Saturday, Nov. 17th. The Admiral" went aa 
board the boat in the morning for the purpose of 
visiting the islands in the South West,, which 
had not been surveyed. A great- number were 
discovered, very fertile and of a beautiful appear- 
ance, with the water very deep among them ; Jn 
several of these, streams of fresh water were seen 
runmnK down to the sea, which were thought to 
proceed from springs amcMig the mountains. Pro- 
eeedii^ onward, they came to a fine river of fresh 
water, which was found to be very cool i here was 
also a delightful meadow, with great numbers 
of palm trees ^more lofty thw any they had yet 
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se^n ; accorftDg to the Admiral's relatiop they 
found Qutmegs here, and large indian mice, also 
craw-fish oi a large size. Great flocks of birds 
were seen, and they smelt a powerful odour of 
musk, which article, they entertained no doubt, 
was to be met with in these parts. This day 
the two oldest of the indians which had been 
taken at Rio de Mares^ and sent on board the 
Nina made their escape. 

Sunday, Nov. 18th. The Admiral with n^any 
of the crew, went in the boats to land, for the 
purpose of setting up the cross which had been 
made from th^ logs beforementioned : this was 
done at the entrance o{ Puerto 4^ Principej where 
was selected a beautiful spot, clear of wood, for 
the situation : it was a lofty elevation and afford- 
ed an enchanting prospect. He says that the sea 
here ebbs and flows much more than at any 
other place he has visited in these countries ; this 
he thinks must be ascribed to the multitude of 
islands in the neighbourhood. The tide, he 
informs us is the reverse of what it is among us, 
for when the moon is SW. by S. it is low water 
in this port. Being Sunday they remained here 
through the day. 

Monday, Nov. 19th. Ifet sail before sunrise, 
but met with a calm. At noon it began to blow 
a little from the east, and they steered NNE ; 
at sunset Puerto del Principe bore SSW. seven 



leagues distant. Tl^ey came in sight of the island 
of BcAeque^ which bore exactly east, ^t the dis* 
tanceof 6i:«:tj miles. They sailed all night with 
a ligh|t wind, making a progress of sixty miles, 
and at ten o'clock thq next day, they had com- 
(deted a dozen i^ore, which amount to eighteen 
leagues in the direction of N£. by N. 

Tuesday, Not. 20th. The island or islands of 
Babeque bore £SG., frotti which quarter the 
wind blew, being of course ahead. Seeii^ no 
prospect of the wind's shiftily, and the sea being 
high, the Admiral resolved' to put about and re- 
turn to Puerto del Prineipef from whence they had 
last sailed^ and which was distant twenty-fiye 
leagues. He was unwilling to proceed to 
the island he had named Isabela^ which 
was about a dozen leagues off, and where he 
might hare anchored that day, for two reasons, 
the one, because be saw two islands to the south, 
which he wished to examine, the other because 
he feared that the indians on board, which he had 
taken from San Salvador or Guanahani as the 
natives called it, might effect their escape, as that 
island was only eight leagues distant from Isabela, 
this he ^ was desirous to prevent, as he wished to 
carry them to Spain. The indians as he informs ^^ 
us, were given to understand that in case the 
Spaniards met with gold they intended to set 
thiem at liberty. They arrived near Puerto del 
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Prineipe^ but were unable to enter, on account of 
the rngbt, besides that the current carried them 
to the North West They then put about and 
stood to the North East, under a strong breeze, 
which, however, abated about the third watch of 
the night, when thej steered East by Noih ; the 
wind had changed to SSE., and at dawn it shifted 
again to South. At sunrise they found Puerto del 
Principe to bear nearly SW. by W^ forty-eight 
miles or twelve leagues distant. 

Wednesday, Nov. 21st. As soon as the aim 
had risen, they stood to the East with a Souther- 
ly wind ; the currents being contrary, they mtde 
but little progress ; towards evening they had 
gone -twenty-four miles, when the wind shtfted 
to the East, and they steered South by East, and 
by sunset sailed a dozen miles. Here the Ad- 
miral found their latitude to be twenty-one de- 
grees North, as at Puerto de JUareSj but says be 
shall make no further use of his quadrant, till he 
arrives on shore, where he shall repair it. It 
appeared to hinkthat they were not in reality so 
far to the North, and in this opinion he was 
right. He was induced to think the quadrant 
was correct by observing that the north star ap- 
peared as high as in Castile, and if this was the 
fact, he must have been in as high a latitude as 
Florida, in this case what is the situation of the 
islands he has been mentioning ? Moreover he 



CMT COLUMBUS. 95 

states. that the faeat was excessive, but it is clear 
that if he had been upon the coast of Florida he 
would not have found it hot but cold, as it is man- 
ifest that in no part of the world is a great heat 
experienced in such a latitude except hj some 
accidental cause,. and eten this I believe has 
neyer been known.* This excessive heat which 

*. It IS not easy to understand these remarks of Las 
Casas. In this instance, as well as in the two preceding, 
where the latitude of places has been specified, it is given 
iwenii^'Hme degrees in the translation, although the state- 
ment of Columbus is forty-two: as the Spanish editor re- 
marks in a note upon the first of these passages, that the 
^yiadrante in use at that time measured by double altitude, 
and by consequence forty-two degrees of the computation, 
of Columbus are to be understood as half that number ac- 
taal distance from the equator, it was thought proper to 
Biake the alterations above stated, especially as from a 
knowledge of the localities referred to, it appears that half 
the equatorial distance given in the original, is the true 
latitude gf ihose places. From the observation, however^ 
of Columbus, respecting the appearance of the polar star, 
one would be led to imagine that he supposed himself in 
reality as far North as forty-two degrees, and it would seem 
from what is observed by Las Casas — namely that in the lat- 
itade specified by the Admiral, the excessive heat which 
he mentions, could not have existed, — that he understood 
the actual distance North to be as great as that expressed 
in the Journal : it would be surprising, if this were the 
fad, that Las Casas, who had made several voyages to 
America, should be totally ignorant of the methods of nau- 
tical calculation. Besides, the notion that he believed the 
latitude motioned, to be really what the numbers express, 
is irreconcilable with his observation that their distance 
from the equator would have been in the parallel of Flor- 
ida. Now this part of the continent was early di^overed; 
and its true situation very well known, when Las Casas 



96 l*M»¥ tOTAQE 

the AAmitiA sajs they suffered, Tndicdteid thaft 
m these Indies and in the parts trere they w^i* 
* Sftilii^ there must be a great deal df gold. Td- 
daj Martin Alonzo RniSon, in the caravel Pirita, 
left the other ships, without leave of the Admi- 
ral, iiicited by his cupidity, upon the oc^asionr of 
An indian on board his Vessel offering to direct 
him whither he might find much gold. Thus he 
abandoned them without any excuse of necessity, 
or stress of weather, and the Admiral reitiarks, 
^ he has by language and actions, occasioned me 
many other troubles.' 

Thursday, Nov. 22d. Last night, sailed South 
by East, with an easterly wind, which, howelref, 
Wew very little. At the third watch it began' to 
f4ow iFrom the NNE. ; they continued their 
eourse southerly, to examine the land which they 
daw in that quarter, and at sunrise found them- 
selves as far distant from it, as they were the dsiy 
before, by reason of the contrary currents ; the 
land was forty miles distant. Martin Aloitto 
steered to the East for the island of Babeque 

wrote, 80 Uiat no possibility exits of his^apposing.it to be 
so far North as forty-two degrees, and this writer himself 
remarks in a note which has already been giTen, that two 
days sail farther North from the coast of Cuba would hame 
carried our navigator to that country. That the polar star 
could Have been little more than half as high as it is seen 
in Spain, it is hardly necessary to observe. It does not ap* 
pear bow the statement of the Admiral respecting its ap« 
pearance can be accounted for. 
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wkece the indians told him there was much gold ) 
he was io sight of the Admiral, abovt sixteen 
mies off. All lught the Admiral, stood- towards 
the land, harii^ taken in some of the sais, and 
carrying a light, as he thought the Pinta was 
steering towards him. The nigiit was clear, and 
there was a fine breeze which might bare en^ 
bled her to come up, had her commander been 
so disposed. 

. Friday, Nov. 23. Kept on theiir. course Sonth 
towards the land with a light wind ; the current 
set so strong s^inst them,^ that they made no 
progress ahead, but found themselves at sunset, 
where they had been in the morning. The wind 
was ENEL and favorable for sailing to the Sooth, 
except that it was light. Beyond the cape which 
they saw before them, extended out another head- 
land toward the East, which the indians on board 
called Bohioj and said it was very large, and con* 
tained inhabitant! with one eye in their foreheads 
and others which they called Canibal^s, and 
spoke of them with many marks of fear ; as soon' 
as they saw the ships were taking that course 
tliey were struck with terror,, and s^ified that 
the peofde went armed, and would devour them. 
The Admiral declares that he believes there is 
some truth in their representations, but thinks that 
these people described as possessing arms, must 
be a race of some sagacity, and that having 
12 
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pilade prisoners of some of the other liidiaiit» 
tJbuaijr frioDds npt findiog them to return^ coadudU 
§4 thej: Ikad ci^ifcen th«iiu> Thin, in fiict, was (Im 
^|Hpim eotjertaioed o£ the Spaniarda bj.MMDe of 
th% natifea at their first armaL 
i>nS4turdiij, Nov. 24th. Sailed all night, and at 
thf^Q'O'clock in the Qionuog^ arrived aika»loiK 
Hi^i islendt* being the same which they had visits 
ed the week before in their voyage to the jsiaDdk 
4iBabeque. At first the Admiral was onwitting 
to approach the shore, as it appeared to himi 
thatr the sea. rendered it unsafe. At length bm 
proceeded to the gulf which he had name^ Lm 
Mot. d€ JVuesira SenorCj where the. nmlticiide of 
inlands was discovered : Here he entered the 
harbour which is situated at the entrance of the 
strait. He says, that had he before known ^of 
the existence of this harbour, and had not occti* 
pied himself with visiting the islands in>.the gull^ 
he should not have found it necessary to put 
baGk,ralth6ugh he looks. upon the time as w^U 
Ibestowed in exf^oring the islands. Arrived nt 
the land, he dispatched* the boat and sounded 
the harbour, the entrance was found from> six 
to twenty fathoms deep, with a fine sandy bpt* 
torn. He then sailed up the harbour with the 
ships, steering southwest and afterwards west, 
the low island abovementioned bearing northerly 

^ Cayo de Moa^ 



and Idmilig with another idatid 9 pK»t'BvffistS/Mi 
t^ Mntaia all the ^ikifm in dpain/^ where thejfk 
Mi^ fe without liioofings p^lieetif safe f^ow 
all wmb. Thiife etitranoe^ here in irotitlhe' Mutiii» 
east^ wnA theise 16 • ail outkt 'tbWtfuA th« weirij 
t«i^ broad Md^ieep, to tbM theie^ftilafidB ma^{>6 
ftiled hetweftH^ and exaimied bj* any one eomii^ 
frooi tbe ndvtk They are at th^ i^bt df a bigflip 
nydvntaiflt whidh extends a ednsideraMe distatie# 
frotti £attt to West, and m the iDbgest a»d moM 
hrflfy^amoi^ tbe infinite nmiher Whidh are to btf 
found opoa- this coast. A ridgwof rocfi ruM 
along at tfa^'ibot of the moun^iff tdwkrd t{|# 
entraiiee 0f the strait. Toward the Seutfafcasty 
Mdkithe direttto%6f tfte lew island^ there ir 
Mdthet' reef, but smalls between Ihem the wa<t 
ter iS'terydta^p aibd the passi^ wide^ as is 
before remarked. Within the totrance tft tiitf 
Southeast^ they dideotered a mek^ Tary hi$ 
imA wide, and of ^eater yolyme than any thejl^ 
bad jFet seen. The water was fresh quite id 
the sea. It had a bar at its stfouth, but ag^ood 
depth of eigiit or nine fathoms inside; The land < 
here, M elsewhere, was totally corered with 
palm and other trees. • ./ ; 
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* This is either the harbour of Sani& CkiaSum^ or more 
l^bably that of Ci^/pde JU^Oi to which it is said, the 
description in the text exactly answers. These places are 
in the eastern extremity of Cuba. 

t Sierras de Moa<-'' % ' ' ]; Bid d<i Moa. 
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Sttodaj, Novw 25. Before simrise tbe Admi* 
fal went id the boat to y'us^ a cape:or poret •£ 
land* to the Southeast of the low ialandi about 
a.league and a half distant, as it appeared to hioa. 
there was in thatquartersomecoDTeQieiit rirer^ 
About two bow shots from the cape to .the 
Southeast, he discovered a fine stream WDDiiig 
down a mountaint with loud murinurs. He pro* 
ceeded towards it, and found in the stream wtn 
t^ stones which shone, with spots iof a gokleii 
hue$j; recoUectii^ that gold was found in the 
ciier Tagus near the sea, he entertained: jm) 
doubt that this was the metal) and . diroci^d (but 
a collection of these stones should b^ med^ ti^ 
carrj to the King and Queen. While they warn 
about this, the ship-bojs cried out that they savv 
pine trees ; the Admiral looked towards t\itl 
mountain, and discoyered pines of. such loftipf^ 
and admirable shape, that he found it impossiit4^ 
to exaggerate in the description, of them, ^b^, 
trunks being tall and strs^ight to a manrel. H^^ 
he perceived that there, might be proc4jii>«di 
masts, plank) and every such materia}, for Iniil^ 
ing the largest ships. Here were also oak^ afid 
strawberry-trees, a convenient stream aod good 
site for saw-mills ; the land was b^h, and th» 

* Ptmld dei Mangk or d^ Chtarico, 

t Sierras de Moa. 

I Pie4ras de Margarila^aoeoidiiig to Las Casas. 



nimug thvabore^sabd ^tilers; whi^^Minrdf thm 
Men said^ came out of Bilver BiineNir^l^^)^^^^ 
fwre biottglit dknm' by* the ttnam They ^pro^ 
Mredfromlbeforestia yard'aneittiizeii^maest fo# 
the^caraipel 'Ntna; ProMedkig^ i0 ^^mMi^ 6( 
the rifMr, they fiotintea btiy^ at the foet of tb«F 
cape • at' * the Sbu th^t^* ^bich t^y feaiid irpti- 
ciom and deep^aiid eapafate of eontsrintii^^ hm^ 
^fared ahips^ wtthoot anehorB or m6^fkigs)sk fidi^r 
|iert than tibia they had nerer seen; TfaemdtitH 
lainiB "were Mmarked > rwf'lbfiyi wkh mafay "fiti^ 
it1r^MM> nmiH^d^wii their M^; all w^^* tfctv^ 
«red wi^ fbt^tfte of piniift dnd dthe^ behijiliftti 
tree^ * Tif^ or three- otbcr^ rirera* weHi %e«ii 
The whole hef ^escrib^^ to the Kh^' a^ <QiiMif 
with ttrocii enthusiasvi :' the ^ fntks' ^MfHitikVfy; it 
giere Imt nuexpi^stble j6y tobehidldi^ t^ 
itfSHrded the means ^ building' aiiy deiif^ble 
mntAier of-dhips. He oamiot re(>i*#6eat, aJEr htf 
Afinm, the hundredth part of whafr he saw; ae^ 
dbblarea that it pleaded ourLofd' to go ioiv dkM 
4e¥erif^ to hiiii) tbtr^ more and nKM vbltHible; 
iad jn all that tiad been taet with, the cottfatries, 
fllirir prodeetions and inhabitantl^* thingd^bad 
ffown better and better. He adds that himself 
who saw these wonders^' being tttrut^ wif h Bu'ch 
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admiration, much greater moit be cimed m 'one 
who only hears of tbenos and Chat iloiie tMeUbfrl 
Kete the accounts of these thiogf^ uijAess thejf 
saff them. ' . ^ 

Monday, Nov. 26. At sunrise iboj wei gh e d 
anchor, and set sail from the barboer r of* iSkififis 
Catalina within the low island ; they proceeded 
idoDg the coast with a light hreeze from, ths 
Southwest, towards CaAo ddPioo^ at the South-^ 
east, and arrived at the cape late in the after- 
noon, the wind having died away; thej espied 
in the direction of Southeast by East, atiothM 
cape about sixty miles disttot ; nearer' the iriii]p 
was a third, which bore Soot beast' by -Sootlhi 
apparently twenty miles distant, this the AdniH 
ral named Caho de Cam|Mma,t they cbuld not 
reach it before night, as the wind failed thetti! 
They sailed this day thirty-two miles, which Mm 
eight leagues : in this course they saw mA nmrk^ 
ed down, nine very remarkable harbours, wfaiftli 
the mariners affirmed to be excellent, alsO' fiv0 
large rivers were seen, the ships keeping eleto 
along the coast for the purpose of making a 'foil 
survey. The land deemed to consist entirelyof 
very lofty mountains of a delightful appisarailetei 
not rocky or barren, but Smooth and abouridi^ 
in beautiful valleys, the whole most eiifthantidgly 
covered with tall and flourishing trees, anton^' 

* Punta del Mangla, or Guarioo. f Puota Vaez. 



Mople i^Mi6let8,0»obt pf; about) (t!V7<>()l9i^es iii| 
circuit, and within these, three fine . harboiitW 
and twa^Urge rNrera*/. K^ to.irm wtreMWiaUfrig 
th«i coaat,; al tboi|g)h • there rWer^ probftUjr; nwinjl 
ioc thaso! parts^to judge/ frooi the ibdbiatiens the^ 
m^ wUb» fgr wbeiev^r Ijbe^.iwatp^ ahi^re, tbaiji 
{GMDd fires bumiog^ a«4 €4h^ir sigm o£ iuhabitaBfad 
The Ackftirnl (bought the* laud that niiad 8i;es) to 
the SQutimiE^t Q{':Ca6o deCompunct^^MB!^ the 'vh 
Imd t^led by the indians £hhie^ a» it appeaared td^ 
btLMfMtratcdi foom. the oiaia land. All i the dsh 
tives w^ocmth^ijbadtMtherto omt with seemed 
tOwenter^ift a f roatt dread cf the people, of the 
pLaoe. ttbey cG^ed Canibet or Canitna, and stated 
that they . reside in this island o£ Bbhio, whieh 
the Admiral say^.miiBt ba> a very largej one, and 
tbiiiks . that the inhabitants pbmder (he laads 
aod iiouses of the /other , iodiaDB» who are wery 
cowaidly and ane ignorant of. weapons^ It k en 
tbis» account ; that he supposes the ledians em 
efniid to buiid their. houses neair the sea^ in tbe 
yiciiiity o£ their eaenHps. He relates that tbit 
iodiaos on boaird, whee they perceived the.Spftu-' 
iards were direoting their course thither, were 
etruck speechless with terror, thinking they should 
be devoured; these apprehensions they were una- 
ble to shake off, but persisted in affirming that the 
men of this country had the faces of dogs, with 
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only one eye ; this the Admiral did not belie re^- 
and was of opinion that these peofJe who made 
ptisoners of the other Indians, belonged to the 
Chreat Can. 

Tuesday, Nov. 27tb. At sunset last night 
they approached the cape which they had 
named Cobo de Campana^ and as the sky waa 
clear and the wind light, the Admiral thought it 
best not to anchor, although there were five or 
six excellent ports to leeward« This he was Iih 
cited to do by his wish to make up the tine he 
had spent in lingering about and viewing the 
beautiful places he had passed. On this account 
they beat up and down all night, during whicfar 
time the currents carried them along ^five or sis 
leagues to . the Southeast. Beyond Cabo ib 
Campana they discovered a large strait which 
appeared to make a division in the land^ with 
what seemed to be an island in the middle. The 
wind being Southwest, the Admiral determined 
to put about, and examine it OnVrriving thither 
it was found to be a large bay i* at the South- 
easterly extremity was a lofty promontory of a 
aquare shape, which appeared like an island.f 
The wind shifted to the North, and they stood 
about, and steered Southeast, for the purpose of 
making discoveries along the coast. At the foot 
of the cape called Cabo de Campana they found 

* Baracoa.^ t Monte del Yunque. 
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an excelleDt harbour^ and large river; a mile 
beyond, another river, half , a league further, a 
third river; and another half a league onward, a 
fourth. Four additional rivers were seen witt):; 
in the distance of as many leagues, thq last .of 
them about twenty miles from Cdbq de CampatUf^ 
to the SE. The most of these }md safe en- 
trances of great breadth and depth, and form ex? 
cellcnt harbours for large ships, being ft*ee froiq 
rocks, shoals and reefs. Standing along; the 
coast they discovered at the SfL of the last river 
a large town,t which exceeded in size any they 
had hitherto seen; a vast multitude of people 
came down to the sea shore shouting loudly ; they^ 
Were alt naked and had javelins in their hands.' 
The Admiral desired to have some conversation 
with them, and ordered the sails to be lowered'; 
they came to anchor and the boats were dis- 
patched on shore with such preparation and or- 
4er, that the indians should neither receive ady 
injury, nor cause any to the Spaniards. Some 
trifles were sent in the boats for distributiotf 
among • them. Those on shore made a show of 
attempting to prohibit the landing of the Span- 
iards, but perceiving the boats fearfessly ap-' 
proaching the land they retired to a distance. 
Thie Spaniards thinking that a small number of 

t Puerto del Maravi. t Baracoa. 

13 
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the crew might approach them without causing 
any fear, three of their number advanced to- 
wards the Indians, calling out to them in the In- 
dian language, (which they had learnt in some 
degree from those on board) not to be afraid, not- 
withstanding this they took to flight, leaying not 
a soul behind. The Spaniards proceeded to the 
houses, which were built of straw, after the man- 
ner of the others, but found neither inhabitants 
nor furniture. They returned to the ships and 
set sail at noon for a pleasant cape,* which they 
saw at the East, about eight leagues distant. 
Havii^ sailed half a league in the bay, they de- 
scried toward the South a Tory singular bar- 
bour.t The country at the SEL presented a most 
delightful view, descending in an open plain from 
the mountains. Large towns, and the smoke of 
many fires were seen, and the land appeared to 
be well cultivated. These determined the Ad- 
miral to put into the harbour above mentioned^ 
and attempt some intercourse with the people. 
This harbour he declares to be far superior to all 
he had yet seen, for the populousness and beauty 
of the country in the neighborhood, and the 
fineness of the air. He speaks in terms of ad- 
miration of the beauty of the fields and the 
forests, among which were pines and palm- 

* PoDta de Maici. t Puerto de Baracoa. 
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trees. . The f^ain tiefore-mentioned extended to 
the SE., with an undulating surface and mmf 
streams crossing it which ran down from the 
mountains, altogether formii^ the most beautiful 
prospect in the world. Haying anchored^ the 
Admiral went in the boat to sound the harbom', 
which was of a circular shape, and at the mouth 
of it toward the South he found the entrance -of 
a stream, wide enough to admit a gdiiej; this 
was so situated as not to be seen before arriTif^ 
close to the spot. At a distance of the lei^th 
of the boat within, there were fouiid ei^ht fatb* 
oms depth of water. Proceeding, up th^ streatti 
he was astonished to perceive the fresh and lcil« 
uriant verdure of the trees, the clearness of the 
water, the variety of the birds, and the beauty 
of the whole prospect, and declares he was never 
willing to leave the place. He observed to the 
crew who accompanied him that a thousand 
tonnes would be insufficient to inform the King 
and Queen of what they saw there, or a thou^ 
sand hands to describe them, and that he ap- 
peared to be under the influence of enchantment. 
He was desirous that other persons of prudence 
and credit should be witnesses of them, and says 
he is certain their descriptions will not fall short 
of his. He adds these words, ^ it is indubitaUe 
soveireign Princes, that in such countries there 
must be tliii^s of infinite value, and the profits 
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tka!t maj'bt acquired here lam npt able- to de^ 
qmbe. 1 am unwilling tb remain long' in any 
port, but! desire to Tisit all the lands in thir^ai^ 
tei^itbat I maj^ve a. relation of them: toi jeuv 
Highnesses. The languagie of this people nejthteif 
I. nor any of >ii^ company understand, and wo are 
perpetually making mistakes in our conyersatioo 
mth ono another. I place little confidence in 
the indians I liave on boai^, as they baare sev^ 
emV^ times attempted to escape. Henceforth^ 
mjt^ the permission of our Lord, I shall uise my 
eioi^ions^ and hare the langue^ge taught to some 
of ;oui! people, for I pevcei^p^ that thus far the 
dialect istthe same throughoat. Thu^ we ^hall 
aoquire a knowledgeof all that is valuable here, 
and shall eiHleavour to convert to Christianity 
these: people, which may be easily done as thdy 
ard not idolatorsy but are without any religion 
FiGur Highnesses may order a city and fortress 
tOfibe built here, and possess the country. And 
I assure. your Highnesses that, to mj th^ing^ 
ti^ere are not under the sun better lands, coiisid*^ 
etni^ the fertility of the soil, the temperature of 
the air and the abuqdance of fine streams of wa^ 
ter, which are not pestilent, lik^ the rivers^ of 
Guinea, foi*, praised be our Lord, there has noi 
aS' yet been one among all my crews brought* 
upon his bod by sickness, or even afBicted #^ith- 
sdiinuQh>a& a headache, excepting an old man who 
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was^ tnoublbd for 'tW4i days witbi Ae^ stone,: adi 
order whiehi be has; possessed i«llifaii» ii£e«. Plettso 
6^t^yMr Highnesses maji isend learned meii 
hitbeiv^wlio may ascertain the ^ &'«4h of aii :l'de<i> 
scntei'* Atnd as I bare before spokfenof a* iutnal^ 
tiDn^ for i town and fortress at the Mh de Mcirmi 
where there, is a fine port and a pleasant ixymxttf 

« in the neighborhood^ I repeat what t then^afiiiriB^ 
ed in ^necbranifendation of that place ; twt tit is 
c^rtalid that tieither that skuation, tior the Mari^ 
Jf^uestra Senora CAikf in any de^g^ree be' €oni]:M^e4 
io this^ for here are midotibtedfy -Urge t^Wtui; 
BMikitudes of people, add' things of great fahiet 
Ail thesecountries which \ have seen, and' wbieH 
1 expect to^ discover, befere my return to Castifo) 
wilH in my opinion offer a yast trade to Europ0j 
and especially to Spain, to which* thufy must att 
necessarily be subject. Your- H^hnesses ought 
not ta suffer any trade to be carried on, nor a fer^ 
eign foot to be set upon these shores except* tr^ 

^ catholic Christians, as the object -and Buin of th^ 
present undertaking has* been the iQcrease %nd 
glory of tbe^'Cbristiati religion*' All these are tlni 
words of the Admiral. 

They proceeded up the river, which thej^ 
found to possiesB several branches, and then roW^ 
inground the Iriarbour they saw at the mouth of 
the river several delightful groves, a^d a very 
fine canoe made of a log, as large as a fusin of 
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twelve oars, it was hauled up under a shed 
constructed with wood and covered with palm 
leaves in such a manner that it was. complete^ 
sheltered from the rain and sun. The Admiral 
declares this to be an excellent place ior hUiwn 
and fort on account of the advantages of the har- 
bour, streams and soil, and the plenty 6f wood, 
and pleasantness of the country. 

Wednesday, Nov.^ 28th. They remained in 
port all day on account of the raiii, although thl 
wind blowing from the SW., they might have 
sailed along the coast. But as the thickness of 
the weather would have hindered the view of 
the land, the Admiral thought best to remain^ 
especially considerii^ the danger in not being ac- 
quainted with the coasts The crews went on 
shore to wash their clothes, and some of them 
went a distance into the country ; they found 
large villages with the houses empty, the natives 
having fled. They discovered another river, 
larger than that at the harbour. 

Thursday, Nov. 29th. As it continued to ram 
and the sky was completely covered with'clouda, 
they did not set sail. Some of the Spaniards 
went to visit a town toward the NW., and found 
in the houses neither inhabitants nor furniture. 
On the way they met with an old man who wa^ 
unable to escape, him they took, assuring him of 
their friendly disposition, and after presentii^ 
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hinl With ^ some vtriflefi^ allowsd him to de[^rt. 
Tbe^ Admiral was.de8iFouaof.8eeiiig him^ in order 
thatii'he might give him 8O0iexlotbe9| and hare 
tome> eoQ?«rsatioii< withhim^ ^for.he mm much 
delighted with M the cauntry and judged it to be 
?^ry populous. Th^y found a,€ake of . wax*,ip 
one. of the Jiouses, which they preserved for the 
King and Queen, and the Admiral w,aa of opjio- 
ion that where wax waa found there mucit be a 
great many other valuable cammoditie& {n one 
of the houses was like wisa found a man's. ))fad 
hailing from a beam in a small coyiC^ed : baa- 
Jijet ; the. like th^ found in a house in one pf 
the other villages. . The Admiral thoughl^ tt^ese 
were heads oC th^ principal men, as the houses 
m which . they were met with were of , a very 
large size, and that the: perscms to whom they 
belonged were relations. : > , . . 

Friday, Nov. SOtlu They could not put tO'^ea, 
the wind being from tl^ £• and contrary. ; The 
Admiral sent eight men armed, with. two of the 
indians on board, to eiplore ihe. country, and- ob- 
tain some ^ommimication with the inhabitants. 
Tbeycame to many hou&es without fiddiiig within 
them, person or thing, the inhabitants haying fled. 
At length they discovered four young men dig- 
ging m the fields, who perceiviug the Spaniards^ 

* This according to Las Casa« must have come from 
Yucatan. 
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took to fl%h4, and eouUi not be overtaken. They 

traTBiled i; coiMcibmyedistaiibe. cmdtsaw a ^aai 

m&ay Filkges ; theilaiid mui verj lek^ anditbis 

iHiote i»der'4^ultiratnn. < Large BtreamS' pf^ vai^ 

1^ ^efiB iseeb) anfl in tike neighborliood:£lf);litiie9 

flley %ttw^B, e^nme^^evy&aely built -of ajBif^^^log^ 

k*%^9 ^ineiy^fvm spaiifi ib lengthy loid capaUcuof 

e^rryii^ a htindlred and fifty' meia ; / . ; . #{ 

' Saturday, Dec; isl. Tbey remaineditilLia^ixii^ 

^K& i#ind continuhig ahead with raio^iai ^dmn* 

4a^. - At l^he edtrsHice ef this hapbow, lilUfiii 

wte mikktd' PuertioiSmttOi^* theyt set up la ^osiJa 

tli^^dlidrodc^ 'the *poifit where this waa.dotiej 

Jiiil the southern part uearithe. ii^uth^ andiVi^h^ 

^f«n- wiehee ton saiMnbo^th^ {X>rt| «hbiM keep 

it0ar the imnthwei^erly point rather than, th^ 

ofheir, the depth at the foot of each being tv^r# 

fathoms close to the shore^ and rfree from ob* 

»trUctions| but at the entrance c^ the harbour 

rtear the • southeasterly point there is % ahoal 

Which rises abereithe water, and so fair fpom tbi. 

shore that a vessel' may pass betwieeo the point 

mmI it^ it) t^se of .niscessity. Round ahiMt ^ tbn 

iihoalaild the porni there is a^eptb o£ twely^ and 

fift^n fathomsw ' Coming in^ it is reqiusiterto 

stfei^r^SW.- • ■ • .T . ... ,,, 

., Sunday, Dec. 3d* The wind ^i\\ ijpntr^ry, 

they could not depart, although every night there 

* Baracoa. 
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him With 'Some. trifles^ allowed him to depart 
The, Admiral .was^desiroua of. seeing him^ in order 
that. he might give him 8omiB;€lotbe9| and haye 
tomei coQv^rsatioii. withhim^ for. he i^aa much 
delighted with .the cauntrjaDd judged it to bje 
T^ry populous. Thej found a^cake of wax'^.ip 
one of the Jiouses, which they . preserved for the 
King and Queen, and the Admiral w^aa of opjpi^ 
ion that where wax waa found there mui^t be a 
great many other Taluable cammoditie& Ifi oi;»e 
of the houses was likewise found a man's Jifdd 
hailing from a beam in a small coy^o'ed : baftr 
ket ; the. like they found in a house m one .^f 
the other villages. . The Admiral thought these 
were heads oC the principal men, as the houses 
in which they were met with were of , a very 
large siase, and that the: perscms :to whom. they 
beliHiged were relations. . 

Friday, Nov. 30tb. They could not put to^ sea, 
the wind heiqg from the £• and contrary. The 
Admiral sent eight men armed, with, two of the 
indians on board, to explore ihe. country, and ob- 
tain some ^ommimication with the inhabitants* 
They came to many houses without fidding within 
them, person or thing, the inhabitants having fled. 
At length they discovered four young men dig- 
ging in the fields, who perceiviug the Spaniards^ 

* This according to Las Casa^ must have come from 
Yacatan. 
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fooiid a canoii ms^Q like th^ others, frcon a log, 
at lai^ as a fwtn of ^sixteen oars, it was ^w^Il 
ihaped, jsiml y^rj .iM^dsomely carved. Tiiey 
wceoded a moimtaiD aiMl observed, the coudUj 
irerf .level. Manj productions were o^erve^ 
MCh a9 gourds and the like, and the fields offer- 
fd a delightful prospect They came suddeoly 
upon a large town, and all Ihe inhabitants upon 
perceiving them immediately fled. The indian 
who accompanied the Spaniards caUe4 Ojut . to 
them not to fear, for they were friends. The 
Admiral caused them to be presente4, with 
bawk's bells, brass ritig^ and strings of ^een and 
yejUow^ glass-beads, with the which they wore 
b^hly delighted. Having ascertained that th^ey 
possessed no gold nor any precious commodity, 
the Spaniards returned to their boat& The 
country was found very populous, but the most of 
the inhabitants fled through fear. The Admin^l 
declares to the King aiid Queen that these pc^ 
pie are such cowards that ten men might piiit 
ten thousand of them to flight. They carry.. po 
weapons save sticks with the ends a little hard- 
ened in the fire, these were very easily obtain- 
ed from them. Arrived at the boats, two men 
were sent off to a place where the Admiral 
thought he had seen a large bee-hive. Before 
their return, many indians came to the boats 
where the Admiral was with his crew, and one 



of them juriiped into tha ri?er «aad' came to the 
dtero of the Admiral's boat whei^ he .loadef^ 
long speech^ nothing of which was underatpod, 
exciept that the other indians held up their haiuis 
to heaven from titne to time, and uttered loi|(l 
cries. The Admiral was of opinioo that thejr 
Were assurif^ him of the pleasure .which his av- 
riral ^ve them^ but preseotlj observed that thjB 
iadiad on board changed colour^ and tremble^ 
^xceedit^lj, entreatii^ the Admiral by signs (d 
4eaive the river, for the natives were about tp 
kill them alL He then took a cross-bow from 
ode of the Spaniards and held it out towards the 
Indian, and uttered a speech wbichtbe Admiral 
understood to be a menace of hostility against 
them. He also seized a swor(i|,and drawing pt 
from the scabbard showed it to them, using the 
same language, which being heard by those on 
shore thej all took to flight. The indian contiih 
ned trembling and overpowered with fear, al- 
though a stout, well made fellow. The Admirfil 
determined not to leave the river, but rowed for 
the shore toward a place where he saw mao^ 
peof^, all of them naked, and stained red^ some 
with tufts of feathers in their beads, and all hav- 
ing javelins. * I approached them' says he, ' and 
gave them some pieces of bread, demanding their 

* lo the Spaoish ^ turned as yellow as wax.' ^ 

I 
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jkreliiM, which they gAre me forti hawk's bell 1o 
6tiei a' little brass rif^ to another and a few beads 
' to another. In this manner the j were aH )Mici» 
fied, and came to the boats offerii^ theik*' ttrtkles 
for anjr thing we chose to gire them in ratani* 
A turtle had been killed, and the shell lay ib 
pieces in the boat ; the ship-boys pnrchased the 
jarelins of the indians with it, at the i^ate -of a 
handful of them for a scaler These pi^dple atie 
Kke the others I hare seen, and ima^il^ we 
hare come from heaven. They are ready tb 
barter any thing they possess for wbslteref ■ We 
choose to give them,* without objectify to the 
small value of it ; *and if they had spicei» of gold, 
I believe it wonid be the same. I saw here a 
handsome hous^ of a moderate size,' with %we 
doors, as all the others are; I entered it and 
found a very singnlar contrivance in the maftnei^ 
of alcoves, which I cannot describe ; from the 
ceiKng hung cockle shells and other thingsl' - 1 
took it to be a temple, and called the indians, 6b^ 
manding of them by signs whethef they bfiered 
np their devotions there, to which they repliefl 
in the negative, and one of them climbed up, and 
gafve me the ornaments which were hanging 
about ; some of them I accepted.' 

Tuesday, Dec. 4th. They set sail with a light 
wind, and left this harbour, which received the 
name of Puerto Scmto. At two leagues distance 



tJbey saw a fin« rn^er,^ maptjoMd^^tfiterday*'^ 
JSspt alpQg ibe coadt^aod iiHiad Uidafiterk jtuiv^ 
^pmfi4 acape, to^ruq^JE^SSL and YfJUW^ to a 
^pe whiob they nained Co&b jUnd^1[i:tlm is fivfi 
|eagu0B £. by S. from anotbec caU^d Go&o ibf 
Monie^ and a Ipagu^ and a half iSrom the laBjt k a 
siteR 8(Hiiewbat oanrow, which appears to haifi^ 
9^ «afe end , deep eDtranoe^ Threfi' qiles froyn 
that, they saw .another rivw, very lai|;e and 
which: to appearaoce camci irpm a distance, it 
was about, a hundred paow wide, and e^ht 
fathoiins dis^p, , with ,a |;iqo4 entrance free^ from 
sboal9t; ,t|be wat^r was ireah. to the sea ^hese 
fjEK^ts weralearnedby dispatching a boat to sound 
and examine . it : the riv^r appeared . to*, bring a$ 
great a volnme of . watei* to the sea, as any thejf 
had seen^ and prd[>ably had many towns on its 
banks. Beyond Co&o Zdndp there was a bay of 
considerable extent. 

i Wednesday, Dec 5th» All last night they lay 
to . <^ Caba lAndo, in prd^- to examine the 
land whiqh extended to the east, and at sunrise 
disepvered another cape;|: in that direction, 
twjo iieagues and. a half distant, which baring 
passed, they Ibuad the coast began to tend to* 

ward the south and south west§ and presently dis- 

< • - ... ... 

* Rio Boma. f Punta del Frayle. 

|Punta de los Azules. 

^ This is tlie eastern extrenn^ oY Cuba^ called Punta 
de Maici. 
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iorered » lofty and hmdsome cape in that dirM. 
tioDy about aeren leagoes from the laat The 
Admiral was indkiGd to steer that way, kmt hia 
ieaira to Tisit tbe island of Babeqnifimhich uqr 
oordii^ to the iiMliaDs was ta the northeast, ra. 
strained him. The wind, however, biowii^ fraoi 
the Northeast hindered him from steering^ thait 
way; preeeedii^ onward, therefore, he descii- 
ed land in the southeast* which appeared to be 
quite a lai^e island, and accordii^ to the 'infor- 
mation of the indians. was rery popqloos, and 
called Bahi0. The inhabitants of -CtAa or Jmrnmy 
and those of the other islands entertained a greeft 
dread of these people, imagining them to be 
man-eaters. Other surprisii^ relations the ml 
dians commuincated by s^^ to the Spaniards, of 
which the Admii*al does not avow his belief, bat 
thinks the indians of Bohio to be a more inge- 
nious and artful race than the others, as thety 
were accustomed to make prisoners of thern.*-^ 
The wind being northeast and mclining toward 
dM north he determined to leave CuhawJuona, 
which hitherto he had taken for a continent by 
its sise, .having sailed along the coast a hundred 
and twenty leagues. He therefore left the shore 
and steered southeast hf east, as the land -last 
discovered appeared in that direction He took 

* Espanola. 
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t\m course bemuseF the wmi abragnri eame romoA 

from the oortb to fiortheaet, and iromittbeace t6 

east and southeast. It blew hard and thej oai^ 

fied all sail^ haTiog a smooth sea, and acorrart 

fa^cNrii^ tbecDf so that from moriiiiig to one 

o'clock in the aftemooo they sailed eight mileff 

an hour, for nearlj six hours; the n^htd are stati 

ed to be here nearlj fifteen hours long* After 

thk, they went ten mites an hour, and by sunae* 

had made a progress of eighty-eight miles, which 

are twenty-two leagues^ all to the southeast* Am 

night was coming on the cararel Nina, beings a 

swift sailer, was dispatched ahead to took out 

for a harbor ; .ehe< came to the moiith of one^ 

which resemUed the bay of Oadiz, and it beir^ 

dark, tbeysent the boat to sound>it; the boat 

carried <a l^ht, and before the Admiral could 

come up with' the Nina^ who was beating up and 

down, waiting for the boat to make her a signal 

to enter, the light disappeared* Upon this she 

stood off to aea, making a light for the Admiral, 

and coming up they related what had happened^ 

Presently the light on board the boat again ap^ 

peered, when the Nina stood in for the laiid^; 

the Admiral was not able to follow, but remained 

beating about all night; 

Thursday^ De& 6th* At day break he fornid 
himself four leagues from the harbour, which he 

* St. Nicholas in Espanola. 
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Duned; Puerto JHfan'Oytand saw a fine cape whkifa 
bore south. Irf west ; to titts he gave :the name ol 
Cabo dfil Estrdloj^ it was twenty eight miles die* 
tant, and appeared to be the southerp extremity 
of the island. - There appeared land in the^eastt 
like an island of a moderate size, about fortjr 
miles distant Another handsome and finely 
shaped headland was seen bearing east by souttii 
at a distance of fifty-four miles, this he. eaUcd 
Cobo del Ele/imt€.X Another bore easttsoirtbr 
east, twenty-eight miles off, which be naoted 
Cabo de dnqum. A large opening or bay which 
seemed to be a river § was observed about- twe»s 
ty miles distant in the direction of southeast bjf 
east There af^ared to be between the twie 
last mentioned capes a very wide channel||-whiell 
the sailors said separated an island from the main 
land; this island , he named Tariuga. The . land 
here appeared . lofty, and not mountainous but 
even and. level like the fijoest arnble tracts. Thp 
n^htAe or great, part of it seemed under cultivar 
tion, and the plantations resembled the whe^t 
fields in the plain of Cordova in the month of 
May. Many fires were seen during Xhe nights 

^Xhis is cape St. Nicholas, t A continuation of the coait^ 

X Panta Palmista. § Puerto Eseudo. 

■ ^ 
]| Channel of Tortiiga. 



and by d^* a great number of amokesy which to 
appearaoco were aignalB giriog^ 'notice of ^oiae 
people with whom ihey were at war. The 
whole coast runs to the east In the • eireiling 
the Admiral Centered the aboremantiiined JiaiC 
bor, which he named Piierfo ds San JVtceiaSj k 
fceing the day of that saint : be was astdnisbed tm 
enteringy to obaerre the goodness and beailty of 
the harbour, and akboiigh he had b^hly praised 
the ports of Cuba, he declares that this is ndt 
inferior to any of them, but ratber exceeda^ and 
differs from (hem alK The entrance has a 
width of fr league and a half, where a vesael 
ahould steer SS& there beinig aufficieot rodm 
U> steer in any direction. It eitends in this 
manner to the SSE. two leagues : Here is a 
fine beach with k river, and trees of a thou- 
sand sorts all loaded with fruit, which the Ad- 
miral took for spices and nutmegs, but bein^ un- 
ripe he couid not get any knowledge of them. 
The water in this harbour is of a surprising depth* 
they not being able to reach bottom at a short 
distance from the shore with a line of forty fath- 
oms ; in other parts they found fifteen fathoms, 
and a dear bottom ; not a shoal is t6 be seen 
throughout the harbour, and the shore is so bold 
that an oar's lei^th from it the water is fire 
fathoms deep. Here is room sufficient for a 
thousand carracks to sail about in. At the SSE. 

15 
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the harbour offers a recess opeDing towards the 
Jffi^ of about half a league in depthy and pre- 
jerring.the same breadth throughout its whole 
;£xtent This is shut in after such a manner, 
Ihat within it the main entrance of the harbour 
jcannot be seen. The depth of the water is 
iewetj where eleven fethoms, with a fine clean 
«Rnd at the bottom ; the shore is bold^ haring 
«ight fathoms water within a few feet distance. 
^Here is a fine drj air, and the shore around free 
from wood. The land appeared the most rockj 
of any they had seen ; the trees small, and many 
^similar to those of Spain, as evergreen oaks, aod 
strawberry trees; the same they remarked of 
the herbs. Since they had been in this part of 
the world, they had not experienced so cool a 
-temperature of the air as they found at this 
place. A beautiful plain lay opposite the en- 
trance of the harbour, through the midst of 
•which flowed the river, mentioned above. The 
neighbourhood, the Admiral thought to be ex- 
tremely populous, from the number and size of 
the canoes which were seen ; some of them 
were as large as a fusta of fifteen oars. The 
indians all took to flight on perceiving the ships. 
Those whom the Spaniards had on board grew 
so earnest to return to their homes that the Ad- 
miral says he had some intention of carrying 
them thither at his departure from this place. 



and that ibej were mifitruBtful of him for not. 
takii^ his route that way. For this reason he 
declares that he put no trust in any of their rep- 
resentations, nor they in his. They appeared to 
have the greatest fear imaginaUe of the people 
of thk island. ' The Admiral found that if he 

A 

wished to obtain any communication with those, 
on shore, it would be necessary to wait here 
some days, which he was unwiUii^ to do, as he 
could not depend upon the weather, and wished' 
to make further discoveries. He hoped in our 
Lord that he shoukl be able through the me- 
dium of the indians on board, to haye some con- 
yersationifith them upon- his return; and may 
it please the Almighty, says he that I may iiod 
some good traffic in gold before -that time. 

Friday, Dec. 7th. At daybreak, they set safil 
and left the pprt of San Nicolas with a south- 
westerly wind, and stood on their, course two 
leagpes to the NE. towards a cape which forms 
the carenero^ when a bay was seen to the SE. 
and Cabo de la EstnUa to the SWv twenty-four 
miles distant. From thence they proceeded to 
the east, along the coast, about fortnight miles, 
to Cabo Cinqmn^ twenty miles of. which course 
they had gone E. by N. They found the land 
b%b and the water deep, close to the shore 
twenty and thirty fathoms, and a lombarda shot 
distant, no bottom; all which was proved hj 



Mtukl exilMrinientof thb Adiriii^ thMu^ ih^^nf: 
He HdssiAs that if tbe space l><$iweetffh^l)%}r' 
abof ementiokidd and the* iMirbeur of 6ati NiedA«r 
it^te cut fhrougb^ it would fdrm an slaiid of -thfi^ 
6r four ndes in circuit. Tbe l^nd, ad b^fdrcf, iretf 
R^h and a trees not large but like- erei^eeir 
6i!kn htd stmwben^ treesr, the ' couiit rf dMely 
i^emblin^ Caistiks: Two leag;ue8 before arrir** 
1^ at CMo Citiqmn, thej disebrered ah o^ntt^ 
Kkeaga^yiD the hi/bufntainf*^ #it!iffh wbteh wsli 
8J9Qh a reir|r lai^ yaHejr,* coveted ^ppbrenfiy #ith 
b&rlejr^ a sign that this tdfejr abbtinded ifitVt 
sHtlemedts; at the back of it Wbre lofty and 
ext^sivb nioitetaitis. Arrived at Ctibo diCbiqidri 
thtf lo1mdCab6 db T&rtuga to bear NE., tbirtyi^^. 
two miles disttaot. Abotjt a lombarda-ehoit froiii* 
bobo de Cinqm% there is a rock rising above the 
^ter, Very easily nbticed. At this place CiA^ 
M EkfMte bbre £i by S.; seventy milte distiueit^. 
the knd all very lofty. Six leagues fithhet* oo^ 
ward was a bay,t within which th^y discovereS 
eiteo&ive valkys and QtUii Mitk "Very higb 
tm>tinfain8, the whole oeuntry apfjearing lilii 
C^t3e« At e%ht liiMes ^diMffiOce they ^und at 
river, whfeb' wasf nitfrow dithpugh^dp, itiid^ 
miight easily i|4init a^carrack^ th inouth witliMt 
banks or shallows. Shteen miles further along they 

* Bahia Mosquito, . t Puerto Escado. 



CBOtM idn hai^otitv* botk bnMd^ «d of snob' * 
daptbthfttM bottMi irti obtainadLot the etir. 
traAMy and -ehtf #ator was>%ft«eililaMMaiS!cleep 
a le# feet from the'^borerit exieided about a 
mil* Mo th# land-f As the skf wan reiy cioudjr 
and thMate&ed raia^ an unfaroarabie state upoar 
a cotot, especiailj tt straiige one, the Adtiittf 
determined to fmt in herey although it waa no 
later in the day than one o^docki and abtrdiigf wind? 
blew astern. Tbit harbbur he named PmHo 
de h Coneepeicny and entering, landed near at 
bAzA strdam which tfle wed through fiekit audi 
{ilains of weoderfol hesAtji* Hiey- carried nett 
with, mhim f6r flBhing^ luid' while' rowing to the 
laiid, a skate siaaiilar to tiidBe't>f Sjmin^ ieapedl 
into the boai;' ^Ub was the first instance of their 
meetii^ with a fish which resemUed theee of 
their own coimtrj; ' Many i«f these "wwe takdn* 
by the sailcm, 'as « wrtl* lis • eoles, ftnd oCh*^ fish = 
like the BfmML Oeihg sdtne distance - rolrtid^ 
tiM wmitrf tb^y ohasrred the soil aH iiikddt toaP 
ti^tibn^ ind hoard the sbn^ * of ' fbcr nightmgstttf 
and bany Mhsv SpaftiBli^Mrds. - THey met^*^ 
indiins ^ irbv imnisdiMelf fled ' '■ A ' inyrtle-tree^ 
was seen, andother trees and platife like thos^ oif( 
Gestae, wMefaj h ftfcti the whel* ooontry resed^- 

bleu. 
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1 Saturday, Dec 8th.' It rained very hard, with 
a strong north wind. The barbbur waii found 
secure from all winds eicept the north, which 
cautes a great surf, driving the yessels from their 
moorii^ At midnight the wind shifted to the 
NC.^ and afterward to the E., from which quar- 
ters the harbour is well sheltered bj the island 
of Tortuga, which lies off again&t it, thirty-six 
miles distant.* 

Sunday, Dec 9th. This day it continued to 
rain and the weather seemed wintry like Octo* 
ber in Castile. No settlement except a smgle 
bouse was seen at the Port of San Nicolas ; this 
was a handsome one, and better constructed than 
those they had observed in other parts. This 
is a very large island, says the Admiral, and will, 
undoubtedly measure two hundred leagues in 
circuit; the land is all cultivated to high degreet, 
and the towns are probably at a distance back 
iti the country, the inhabitants fleeing at the ap- 
proach of the strangers, carrying their property 
with them, and making signals by smoke about 
the country, as in a state' of war. The harb6ur 
here is about a thousand paces or quartet of a 
league wide at the ifaouth, without either bank or 
shoal, but exceedingly deep to the edge of the 
shore : it extends within about three thousand 

* So in the text, but the true distance is only eleven 
mueBw 
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|>a€e8, with a fine clear bottom ; any ship may 
enter it and anchor without the least hazard. 
Here are two small streams^ and opposite the 
mouth of the harbour, sereral plains the most 
beautiful in the world, and resembling those of 
Castile, except that they surpass them. On this 
account the Admiral named the island, Elspanolcu 

Monday, Dec 10th. The wind blew strong 
from the NE., and they dragged their anchoi% with 
half the length of the cable, at which the Admi- 
ral wondered, and ordered the cables to be yeer- 
^ out. Perceiving that the weather was unfa^ 
ToraUe for. his setting sail, he dispatched oA 
shore six men, well armed and equipped, for the 
purpose of penetrating into the country and ob- 
taining some communication with the natives. 
They went and returned without seeing any of 
the inhabitants, or any dwellings save a few huts. 
They met with some narrow paths, and places 
where fires had been made. The country ap- 
peared the finest in the world, and they found 
mastick trees in abundance, but this was not the 
season for collecting it, as the gum does not. 
concrete. 

Tuesday, Dec. 1 1 th. The wind blowing Ek 
and NE., they did not set sail. Directly oppo- 
site the harbour, as stated above, lies the island 
of TJortuga ; this appears of a very large size, 
and the coapt runs in the same direction as the. 
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IllMftd fii jBspaofol^ the di^taooe between 
Jti|iiiil|[ iat the mopt^ te» lieagMes^* .tbftt isitoisv^ 
fyqm Cqbo nit .(^Vi^ieieito tUe, wtmioity p£ Toi* 
jtllgA, after wbjidi the. ipoart teods 4o tbetifioiilb. 
Tbe A4oair^ wes dewpU$ oi precoeidkf fJeng 
ijbie chamiel between thepie two. itleoidfli ia ovder 
tfitakea 6unrejr of Espgpola, which aflbxid^ the 
f^ief^t y^w in the wovld. -The. lodiaM alsb idp- 
fonugd him that this wae the couiw be miult 
take to reach the jBland of Babequfi^ whbb they 
described as yerj large, with riFerSi Falt^ra, eodt- 
loftj inountaiiis. The island pf BpIUq^\*^^j 
litated, was larger than that of Juanfi^- wUbh ilfae 
iohabitants called pM^o, and was not wrrounde^ 
by water, but as nearly as could be understiipd 
firom thenii was ^ continent, and situat^ behia^ 
Espanola, which they called Cantaba. iTbe ^ 
haivtanto of all these islands liye in gpreaiifiiar, of 
the people of Ckinibfh ^oA the Adiiurel berp n« 
peats as he has donef in viany places,- that (Rfl9i*f 
iha means qo other than the penple of theXjjreai 
Can, who live somewhere ip ! this* neighborjiood, ^ 
aqd come in their vessels and make prsoDem «f < 
the indians, wbo not returning, their optm^ryjaeip' - 
imagine their enemies haye devoured ih»96^ 
Each day, as: the Admiral remarks, theyiimproT^ ^ 
ed in their communications with the in^A ^en 



^ Error, as noted abovs. 
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bo«rd, and conversed with theAi without sudh 
misunderstanditigs as formerlj. They sent od 
shofe and foond a great many mastick trees, bnt 
the gum wbold not harden ; the Admiral thought 
that this might be effected by water, and ob* 
serves that in the kknd of Scio it is gathered in 
Maroh, but these countries being warmer, it 
might probably be done in January. Many fish 
like those of Castile were taken, such as dace, 
salmon, poor-jacks, dories, pa m panes, skates, car- 
vinas and shrim|)6: pilchards were also seen. 
Vast quantities of aloe were met with on shore. 

Wednesday, Dec l2th. ^They were still una«t 
Ue to set sail, as the wind remained contrary. A 
lirge cross was set up at the entrance of the 
imrbour, Upon a beautiful spot upon the western 
side, ^ as an indication' in the words of the Admi- 
ral, Mfaat your Highnesses possess the country, 
and pridcipally for a token of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and the honor of Christianity.' This being 
done, three sailors went into the woods to view 
the n^hborbood and presetltly heard a sound of 
the indians^ a crowd of whom they shortly aftei^ 
discovered completely naked ; they pursued and 
called out after them, but they all took to flight. 
HavH^ been directed by the Admiral to take some ^ 
of thS^natives if possible, as be wished to show 
them some good oflices, and dissipate their fear,^ 

thinking from the fine appeari^ce of the country 

16 
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that something valuable might be obtained berf 9 . 
the Spaniards kept on in the piirsuit^ aqd •uccee4- 
ed in capturing a female^ handsome^ i^nd tp ap- 
pearance quite young ; her the j broii^ht to the 
ships where the Admiral conversed with her by 
^he interpretation of his own indiaqs, as their lai>- 
guage was the same. He likewise caused her to 
be clothed, and presentii^ her with glass bead$9 
hawk'^ bells and rings of brass, dismissed her 
Itiome with every civility. Some of the crew 
were sent with her, as also three of the ]ndian99 
for the purpose of communicating with the io- 
habitants. The sailors who carried her ashore 
told the Admiral that she showed much relao- 
tance to leave the ship, and seemed inclined to 
remain with the females on board, whom they 
had taken at Puerto de Mares and Jtwna. The 
ii)dians with whom she was first in company, 
came ip a canoe, and when they came to the enr 
trance of the harbour and perceived the ships, 
abandoned their canoe, and fled towards the 
houses, whither she now directed the Spaniards* 
This woman wore a bit of gold at her nos^, whicb 
was an indication that it was to be found in the 
island*^ 

Thursday, Dec. 13th. The three men whoia 
the Admiral had dispatched into the country with 
the woman, returned, not having gone to the in- 
dian town, by reason either of the distance, otr 
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tbeir fear. They affirmed that the next day 
there would come many of the iDfaabitants to the 
sbips^ as they would be encouraged by the ac- 
counts which the woman must give them. The 
Admiral,; as he was desirous of ascertaining 
whether there was any thing, valuable here, 
which he was inclined to believe, on account of 
the beauty and fertility of the country, and wish- 
ing to do every thing for the service of the King 
and Queen, resolved to send again to the town, 
confiding in the relation which the female must 
have given them of the friendly disposition of the 
Spaniards; for which purpose he selected nine 
persons from the crew, and dispatched them well 
armed and fitted for the enterprise, with otje of 
bis Indians. They set out; and proceeded to the 
town,* which they found in an extensive talley, 
four leagues and half to the SE. It was desert- 
ed, as the inhabitants, perceivii^ the approach of 
the Spaniards, had all fled, leaving every thing 
behind them^ The town consisted of a thousand 
houses, and more than three thousand inhabitants. 
The indian who accompanied the Spaniards ran 
after the fugitives, calling out to them not to fear, 
for the strangers were not from Cariba^ but from 
heaven, and gave many fine things to those whom 

* Known afterwards by the name of Grros Momey on the 
bsnk of the Bi^ de Ids ires Siofi, which' runs into the sea 
half a mile west of Port au Paix. 
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tbejr met This bad Biich an effect upon tbenl^ 
that thejr took courage^ and came in a body 4>f 
above a thousand to the Spaniards, patting their 
bands upon their heads, which is ajnanifestatiofi 
of great roverence and friendship;, they stood 
trembling before them until the Spaniards by ma- 
vj assurances dissipated their apprehensioDS. 
The men further related, that having overcome 
their dread, they went to their bouses, and eaeh 
one came bringing food for their goest^ ; this con* 
sisted of fish, and bread made of niames^^ wbirii 
are roots resembling large radishes, cultivated 
througboet the country by the natives, and fcnrm- 
ing their principal subsistence ; these they pro- 
pare by baking and roasting ; and the breikd tfate 
made so nearly resembles chesnuts in taste, that 
it might easily be mistaken for a preparation ti£ 
that fruit. The mdian who accompanied the 
Spaniards understanding that the Admiral wi8b>- 
ed to obtain a parrot, told this, as they were led 
to suppose, to the inhabitants, who brought grel^t 
numbers of them immediately to their guests, and 
gave them as many as they desired, without dd^ 
•manding any thii^ in return. They entreated 
them not to return that night, and promised thete 
many things which they had in the mountaina 



^Niaroes, names or lyes, a sort of sweet potatoes havnif 
the taste of cfaesnuts* 



dr coLUMWS. 133 

While they were together with the Spaniards 
thej eapied a great multitude of people with the 
husband of the woman whom they had taken 
and entertained^ this female they were carrying 
upon their shoulders, add came to return thanks 
to the Spaniards for the civilities which she had 
received, from the Admiral, and the presents he 
had given her. These people according to the 
relation of the men, were the handsomest, and 
best disposed^ of any they had yet seen* The 
Admiral says be knows not how they could be 
better disposed than those of the other islands, 
assuring us that he had found them of the very 
best disposition. As to beauty, the men stated 
that they exceeded the others beyond compari* 
son^ both males and females, being of a much 
lighter. colour, and that two young females were 
seen as white as could be found in Spain. More- 
over they affirmed that the most beautiful and 
excellent territories in Castile, could not equal 
those of this country ; to which indeed, the Ad* 
miral -bore testimony, both in those he had be^ 
fore visited, and in those ot the present place, 
i^lthough he was informed that the land whicit 
lie saw about the harbour was nothing in com* 
parison with the valley where the town stood; 
to which the plain of Cordova was no more equal 
(ban the night was to the day. The country, 
according to their relation was cultivated every 
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Mimid of Espaool^ the distance between 
\isivig at the mopt, ten jleagMes,* that is, toisaij^ 
irpni Cqbo de Cinqmi^M i\k^ . e^i^tmmitf of toi* 
iuga, after which the coast tends to tbeifioiitb. 
The Adoairal wes de«rpU8 of procoeding fdoi^ 
1^ channel between these two islands^ in ovder 
to take a survey of Espanola, which afibcds- the 
%est view in the woirld. The. lodiaM also idp 
formed him that this was the course be miuit 
take to reach the island of Babeque^ wbicb thej 
described as very large, with riversi valUjrs, and- 
lofty mountains. The island of JKoAtp^rthey' 
|tated, was lajqger than tha,t of Juana^' which the 
inhabitants called Cubu^ and was not surrouiide4 
by water, but as nearly as could be understx^od 
from them, was a continent, and situated behia^ 
Espanola, which they called Caritaba* The i^ 
habitants of all these islands live in great iear. of 
the people of Caniboy and the Admiral berp nh 
peats as he has done in many places, that (km^. \ 
iba means no other than the people of theGireat 
Can, who live somewhere in ' this' neighborjiciod;, 
and come in their vessels and make prisoneni ef * 
the indians, who not returning, their countryiBflii 
imagine their enemies have devoured tbem. 
Each day, as the Admiral remarks, theyiraprev^ 
ed in their communications with the in^aHi ^on 
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« botrd, and conrersed with theiki without sudh 
miminderstaiidings as formerlj. They sent cm 
shcMTe and fovnd a great many mastick trees, bat 
the gum would not harden ; the Admiral thoij^ht 
that this might be effected bj water, and ol> 
senres that in the klund of Scto it is gathered in 
Maroh, but these countries being warmer, it 
might probably be done in January. Many fish 
like those of Castile were taken, such as dace, 
salmon, poor-jacks, dories, pampanos, skates, car- 
vinas and shrimps: pilchards were also seen. 
Vast quantities of aloe were met with on shore. 

Wednesday, Dea 12th. *They were still una«f 
Ue to set sail, as the wind remained contrary. A 
lirge cross was set up at the entrance of the 
harbour, upon a beautiful spot upon the western 
side, ^ as an indication^ in the words of the Admi- 
ral, ^that your Highnesses possess the countiy, 
and pridcipally for a token of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and the honor of Christianity.' This being 
• done, three sailors went into the woods to view 
the n^hborfaood and presefitly heard a sound of 
the Indians, a crowd of whom they shortly after 
dMCorered completely naked ; they pursued and 
called out after them, but they all took to flight. 
Having been directed by the Admiral to take some '^ 
of thi^natives if possible, as be wished to show 
them some good offices, and dissipate their fear,, 

thinking from the fine appearj^pce of the country 

16 
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ijtiiijt woietbiiig valuable might be obtained bere^ . 
llkft Spaniards kept oo in the pursuit, and succeed- 
tdl in capturing a female^ handsome, |uad tp ap- 
pearance quite joui^ ; her they broiight to the 
ships where the Admiral conversed with her by 
^he interpretation of his own indiaqs, as their lai>- 
guage was the same. He likewise caused her to 
be clothed, and presentii^ her with glass bead^ 
hawk'jB bells sind rings of brass, dismissed her 
borne with everjr civility. Some of the crew 
were sent with her, as also three of the Indians, 
for the purpose of communicating with the vgh 
habitants. The sailors who carried her ashore 
told the Admiral that she showed much reliio 
tance to leave the ship, and seemed inclined to 
remain with the females on board, whom they 
had taken at Puerto de Mares and Juana. The 
Indians with whom she was first in company, 
came ip a canoe, and when they came to the enr 
trance of the harbour and perceived the shipfll, 
abandoned their canoe, and fled towards the 
houses, whither she now directed the Spaniards* 
This woman wore a bit of gold at her no6$, which 
was an indication that it was to be found in the 
island*^ 

Thursday, Dec. 13th. The three men whoia 
the Admiral had dispatched into the country with 
the woman, returned, not having gone to the in- 
dian town, by reason either of the distance, otr 
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their fear. They affirmed that the next day 
there would come maDy of the iDfaabitants to the 
sbips^ as they would be encouraged by the ac- 
counts which the woman must give them. The 
Admiral^ as he was desirous of ascertaining 
whether there was any thing valuable here, 
which he was inclined to believe, on account of 
the beauty and fertility of the country, and wish- 
ing to do every thing for the service of the King 
and Queen, resolved to send again to the town, 
confiding in the relation which the female must 
have given them of the friendly disposition of the 
Spaniailds ; for which purpose he selected nine 
persons from the crew, and dispatched them well 
armed and fitted for the enterprise, with otie of 
bis Indians. They set out; and proceeded to the 
town,* which they found in an extensive talley, 
four leagues and half to the SE. It was desert- 
ed, as the inhabitants, perceivii^ the approach of 
the Spaniards, had all fled, leaving every thing 
behind them^ The town consisted of a thousand 
houses, and more than three thousand inhabitants. 
The Indian who accompanied the Spaniards ran 
after the fugitives, calling out to them not to fear, 
for the strangers were not from Cariba^ but from 
heaven, and gave many fine things to those whom 

* Edowd afterwards by the name of Ghros Momey on the 
bsnk of the Ris de lo8 ires Hiofi, which' runs into the sea 
half a mile west of Port au Paix. 
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tbej met This had such an effisct upon tfaeof^ 
that thejr took courage^ and came in a bodj 4>f 
abore a thousand to the Spaniarda, patting their 
bands upon their heads^ which is ajnanifeatatioiv 
of great reverence and friendship;, theyatoocl 
tremUing before them until the Spaniards by m»- 
uj assurances dissipated their apprehennoDS. 
The men further related that having oirercome 
their dread, they went to their bouses, and eaeh 
one came bringing food for their goests ; this cod* 
iisted of fish, and bread ms^e of Mtmnes,* wbi^ 
ar^ roots resembling large radishes, cultivated 
throughout the country by the natives, and forai- 
ing their principal subsistence ; these they pre- 
pare by baking and roasting ; and the bread thus 
made so nearly resembles chesnuts m taste, that 
it might easily be mistaken for a preparation elf 
that fruit. The indiBn who accompanied the 
Spaniards understanding that the Admiral wisb^- 
ed to obtain a parrot, told this, as they were led 
to suppose, to the inhabitants, who broi^ht greiyt 
numbers of them immediately to their guests, and 
gave them as many as they desired, without de^ 
^Banding any thii^ in return. They entreated 
them not to return that night, and promised theei 
many things which they had in the mountaina 



^Niaroes, names or lyes, a sort of sweet potatoeahaviiif 
the taste of cfaesoats* 
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While they were together with the Spaniatrdt 

thej eapied a great multitude of people with the 

hnsbaod- of the womsD whom they had taken 

and entertained^ this female they were earrying 

vpon their shoulders, add came to return thanks 

to the Spaniards for the civilities which she had 

received, from the Admiral, and the presents be 

had given her. These people according to the 

relation of the men, were the handsomest, and 

best disposed, of any they had yet seen; The 

Admiral says he knows not how they could be 

better disposed than those of the other islaildsy 

assuring us that he had found them of the very 

besit ditposltion. As to beauty, the men stated 

that they exceeded the others beyond compari- 

son^ both males and females, being of a ihuch 

lighter colour, and that- two young females were 

seen as white as could be found in Spain. Morleh 

over they affirmed that the most beautiful att3 

excellent territories in Castile, could not eqwl 

those of this country; to which indeed, the Adr 

miral 'bore testimony^ both in those he had be^ 

fore visited, and in those ot the present platen 

i^khough be was informed that the laud whidr 

be saw about the harbour was nothing in coiiH 

parison with the valley where the town stoodi 

to which the plain of Cordova was no more equal 

(ban the night was to the day. The country, 

according to their relation was cultivated every 



194 ran totachb 

where, and a large and wide river* capable of 
watering, tbe whole territory, passed through the 
rMej^ The trees were flourishing aad full of 
frwt, the plants rerjr tall and luxuriant; the paths 
wide and commodioua The temperature like 
April in Castile y the nightingale and other birds 
were singing as at that season in Spain,: and pro- 
^ dueii^ as they said, the BK>st delightful melody 
in the world. Crickets and frogs in abuodance 
were heard; the fish, were like the Spanish. 
Many mastiek and aloe trees were seen,, as ako 
cotton shrubs. No gold was found, which was 
not surprising, they had been here so short j^ 
time. The Admiral here ascertained the length 
of the day and night, and found that from siseh 
rise to sunset there passed twenty glasses of half 
an hour each, although he says there may be some 
defect in the calculation from the glass not beiiig, 
turned quickly enough^ or the contrary. He> 
states further that he took an observation with 
the quadrant and found the latitude to be^ seven* 
teen degi*ee8.t 

Friday, Dec. Utb. They left the port of Con- 
mpdon with a land breeze, which, however, sopn 
died away; the same they had experienced 
e^Bvy day they remained there. Afterwanb 

*Rio de los Tres Rios or Trois Rivieres. 

fAn error, either in writing or transcribing the journal ; 
the true latitude is twenty degrees. 
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the ' wind sprunf^ up from the east, and tlbegr 
stood tb the NN& vrhich course brought tfaeili 
to the islatici of Tortuga. They descried a pobt 
of. this bland, which thej named jPim/a Piernaj 
it was to the £NE. of the extremity of the isi- 
aod, about a' dozen miles distant. They also dMt* 
covered another point to the NE., about sixteen 
^miles 0% this they called Ptmta Lanzada, it wais « 
fbrty-Cpur miles, or eleven leagues from the ei- 
tremity of the island, towards the ENEI. Along 
the coast there were seyeral extensile beaches. 
The whole island is high, but not mountainoos, 
and the land offers a beautiful prospect ; it is 
moreover populous like Espanola, and the coob- 
Iry under such an extensive cultivation that it 
appears like the plain of Cordova. Finding the 
wind unfavorable for proceeding to the island of 
ffaneque^* the Admiral concluded to return to 
Puerto de la Concepcion. There was a river 
two leagues east of the harbour, which he was 
unable to reach. 

Saturday, Ded 1 5th. Left the harbour agaii^ 
to proceed on their course ; but on patting to sea, 
found a strong easterly wind ahead, upon which 
they stood for Tortuga, and arriving at the isl^ 
and, stood about and steered towards the rivei^ 
4vbich they, saw the day before and could not 

^TThis he has hitherto called Baheque. 
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iviicb, but were again unable to arrive there,. 
Tiiey cane to anchor half a league to leeward, 
at a beach with a good anchorage. The Admi- 
jml went with the boats to view the river, and 
entering an inlet near, found it was not the mouth. 
Returning, he discovered it at last with ody a 
iathom^s depth of water, and a strong cur/'ent. 
. H^re he entered with the intention (^ visitii^ 
the settlements which the men he had sent into 
the country, had seen in this quarter. The end 
of a rope was carried on shore, and the boats 
towed up against the stream the distance of two 
lombarda-ehots, not being able to proceed any 
further from the velocity of the current Some 
bouses were seen, and the valley where the 
town was situated ; a river, which was the one 
they had entered, ran through the valley, and 
the Adofiiral declares that he never witnessed a 
more beautiful prospect. At the mouth of the 
river they met some of the inhabitants, who im^ 
mediately fled. The Admiral states that these, 
people must have been very subject to incursions 
from their enemies, as they displayed such a de* 
gree of fear. Wherever the Spaniards came^ 
the inhabitants were observed ta make signals 
by smoke, all over the country, more especially 
in Espanola and Tortuga. He named this^.8^ 
ley, Valle del ParaisOj (Vale of Paradise) and the 
river, Guadalquivir, it being as wide as the river 
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buttjileaittfeit nd ciaey to tmwfA^, •■) * i .: < ? ^ 

JStt»d«f, Dee. 16th* At rnidoighl^ Mt Mil wkk 

a liglutr kuid biMte, alid pat to: tM. AiMhtw 

e'tkick, it iihifted io th6> £wtf Whea ti^rflooA 

doeeiipdtt 'the wind, aod at a idiaiaow firopif lilt 

landf fadf waj faetweeo EspaDola a«l^TcrlN%i|: 

■>et with a oliBoe codtaimfig^ aor indtao^ at'trfakk 

Ae admral vaa aurprked, iHronderim^Yhoir t^Ml 

eftidd kttep th€ aea lifld^r m stro^a'Wihdi' ' ^^I^H^ 

toA fifn ¥ritk hk aariae oa baatd^ and {kmHsd 

him, piMcifitii^ biin ilaitti 'glaai teada, haiiliM 

Mb knd lirasfi jrii^ ' Tb6*abipa>ilia0«taMiadifia 

lafad towardi^a^ Tillage* niear thethore afaouft^ia)* 

taan ttiSea distaot,* where thejr anohored^'fiMKi^ 

^'^od^pbceiieaptfaelrins^. • Thisappeara^ia 

Bte a ne^^ettimAeDt; t4fe homesriieifig all »af jiii? 

^nt ^oiMftriictiotiJ The Indian wentt m sboni 

a^ith his ettnbe; gvvm^ ^ fatoriMe aoaomC of tiia 

9^t)fard^ tb his coiaifrjiiien^ '- they wbre alread^' 

}M^fK>ss68s^d Mitheir'faipor, from t&eiaforinatm» 

(hejr had feceited t)C the inhabitatitv of the tomi 

whfeb had iK^n fiefofe ri^i tM] b^thenfi Presenla 

ly there totMs to (he dhore aiane than fiv^ btn^ 

4}r6d p^pK iM shortly after, their king. Tk^f 

^^mh\^ iiptin thk bfetfch^ dose to whiehttha 

iHapd Were ' ilndi6red £fe long tbcy tkttie 'm 

♦ Port Paix, 
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cr6wdB on boards but brougWt nothmg with them, 
except that a few wore* bits of very fine gold at 
tiieir eal^ and^ noses; ■ these thejr rerf t^adily 
gtrre to the Spaniards.' The Admired ortferM 
yttfj militj to be shl>wn them, * became* as he 
Miier?es * these are the best and most gentle peb« 
ple*lnthe world, and especially, as I hope strong' 
1^ 111 out Lordf that your Highnesses will under^ 
tale"to -convert them to Christianity, and that 
they may become your subjects, in which l^hr^ 
Sndted I already r^rd th^m.' They saw the 
kiilg on tlm beach, and the natires around biiif, 
otktmg their respects. The admiral -sent hior'al 
present, which he receired in gretit srtatis^/ 'Hl^ 
appeared to be a youth of about tweiityHEAHf 
y^sirs, and wais attended by an aged tutor and 
ether counseUok^ whogare him their advice, aliii 
answered the questions put to thdm. The kiilg 
himself spoke but little. One of the indi^iis hf^ 
longing to the ships conversed with htm, and io^ 
formed hhn that the Spaniards had come from 
heaven, and were going to the island of "fime^ 
iH search of gold. He answered that this #te 
well, and in that island there 'was much of th^e 
s)ame metal. To the alguacil of the^ Ad^nMral 
whfo carried the present, he described the eoursi^ 
t^ be taken, and informed him that in two (layB 
he might arrive there ; he further added that if 
the Spaniards were in wabtof any thing which 
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his country furtiished, he would gim it them with 
much good will* The people here were alL.oa- 
ked» king aa well aa aubjecte^ the femalea with? 
out dieplajrii^. aojr ay in|>toin& oC baahf uloess. Both 
sexes were handsooonr than. any they had hither? 
to^seen, their colour Iighv< and if, clothed mA 
guarded fromUhe sonaad air would be nearly jia 
fair as the inhabitants of Spain; the temperature 
of the air beii^ cool and pleasant to a high 4^ 
grecif Tho land is* . yery lofty^ cohered W4|b 
plains and valleys, and, the highest mountains ^e 
araUe^ . No part. of Castile could produce a teri 
ritory compaiahle to this in -beauty and. fertilitgr. 
The whole island and that of Xortugat ari^ ,C4>irf 
ered with cultivated fields like the plains pf Cpf * 
dova* • In these. they raise ^4ye^y which. are slipf 
set in the^ground^altbaiiKitiOf which grow roista 
like carrots ; they grate tbeae. to powder^ knead 
up and make into bread of .a very fdeaaaot tefitfi 
like chesouts: the etalk ia setout anaiv^ and p^^ 
duces another pooty and this, is repeated four «9t 
five times. Tine, laigest and most e wellent thjat 
had been met with any wbdre (the Admirsi say# 
they ;are also found in -Guinea) were those of this 
island^ being 'of tbesise of a man^s leg« The ^ in- 
habitants henei aocording to the statement of the 
Admiral, were of .a: stout size and courageous 
temper, very different from.the timid islanders of 
the other parts; agreeable in their intercourse. 
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mAi Wftb^at mj religmii The trees grew with 
sfK^kmuriaoce that their kaves were -rather 
hlick tbao green* it was wondcfrfoHy^neiMinti&g 
ti» friew the rrileys^ the stDeains of fine water: 
the^tfielda df the bread root^ the pasturee fit ler 
%0kB of all deficrqotioDs^ (althoii^h they poaseMA 
e^Uone^) the gromnds adapted for gardeM, and 
Itrererif'thiiigaQiancaukd desire. In theeTeniog 
the kiy^ came on board ; the Admiral showed hidi 
^efy henor and iD{brnied*hiBOi that be was asub^ 
jeet of the King and Qqeeoof Castile, who were 
the greatest prinoes in the world f neither the'4ii» 
dians of the ship, who acted as interpretersf/DiMr 
the: kibg himself, believed this, but ^ntimiedt^tti 
thf- notion that the etrai^ers eame IroiA heaitten^ 
w^re tliey imagined the klsgdooa of Oastite wtt 
silfeated^ and not upon thia earths l^ood of .the 
Spanbuds waa^gireo to the« king,' of which he ate 
a 4Hl|fthri|d And ga^e the xmt to his tutor -and 
eounsellorsi and the others about hios. > ^ Ymst 
Hjghnessea ma J rest afisured,' sajaithe Admiral^ 
'that ,thc^se/Conntries«are 'so extensive^ so'exoel^ 
lent and lertiie^ especially 4;'he island of Eapnola, 
thfiAua person is cwapetent ta desodhe^ tbem^ 
an4.iH>;one would believe what waa said lofihem^ 
without .peiilar proof* : : And > your UighneBaeB >may> 
en^rtain no doubt that they. are as >tnuth {your 
own as . the territovy of < Castile, for fiething'' 'kr 
watttiRg to. this pui^pese, but a settkmeat .hem^ 






and ondtrs what ta perfariti^ - Witli the fB^-J 
havif with mep which ar^not ki grand iMiii^r,»l' 
em tra^erM thett islwds withont^ppoBftipn^ fiMf 
Uhara seen thre« ^io]r erew go on uhcutiffm^ f' 
wJiolei owdtitude of the kdian take to flight m^' 
out ofierii^ to Mmt ifaem. Tkmy Bvefil fiaMlt 
and' neithar . posseao wcapm nor kpow ^^ny thkij|^ 
about thorn. . So*, tiaud are thejs^ thatci'thoiifiaodi^ 
of theoDt would not. oppose three of' us.' .ThUij' 
thaj are. ver^ well fitted to.be goremed' mild net ' 
te. work to till the landyaod do whatever knih* 
eeaBftiy ; they: maj be also teught te build hoosea^ 
aedtwear dotheSf andadc^ eur custoaM.' * 

Monday^ Deo. 17th. At a%ht it blew hard" 
frcMii the EN£.9 but the tea was not aiooh;agi^ 
tated in oomequeoeet by reasoii ol the nitod df'^' 
Tortuga whioh lay offagaioat them- add ailRHrdedf 
a ahelten .They j^aaaioed at anehor aH' ^tiy^ 
aud the saibrs were sent with>iiets to fish. ^ TiM ' 
iodianB took great (deasure id their loteroourMf ' 
withi the Spaniards, and brought them eertak^^ 
arrowa which belonged to the people of Omibai^ 
or the .Canihaks : these were etalks of canev^* '' 
pointed at the ^nds with large sticks, which*^' 
were sharp ^tnd hardansd - in the fire. They* 
were exhibited by. twoindiana* who had lott- 
pordons of flesh from their bodies ; these they 
ioCiiraied the Admir^ Ihe cmidaid^ had eaten,- 
whioh he«did;BOt:ibelie«e. ^'^Someof the Spafh 
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kidft- were sent od shore to the iowiii aod for 
fltringB of beads bought some pieces *of gold 
beaten out iato thin plates. • They saw^ native 
Irhom- the Admiral took for the governor of the 
district^and whom the indians call eaeijue; he 
had a plate of gold as large as the hand^ which 
lie appeared desirous of barteni^; this he oar-. 
ried to his house and procured to be cut inta 
pieces^ which be traded away one by one ; the 
whole disposed of, he informed them by ^g^na 
that he had sent for more, which would be 
brought the next day. These things, says . the 
Admiral, with the manners of the people, t^b^ir 
practice of communicating their advice, and theji; 
gentleness of behavior, show them tabenKHU 
ingenious and of a better understanding than, the 
others we have seen, in the evening came a 
canoe with forty men from Tortuga, on whose 
arrival at land, all the indians on shore sat down 
in s^nal of friendship, and most of those in the 
canoe landed. The Cacique stood up and nifith 
a speech apparently consisting of threats, sent 
them back to their canoe and threw water at 
them ; also taking up stones from the beach, he 
threw them into the sea ; and after they had aU 
with ready obedience gone into the canoe, he 
put a stone into the hand of the alguacil whom 
the Admiral had sfent to land with the notary and 
others, that he might throw it at the caope. 
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which he dech'ned doing. The canoe imiiiedH 
ately returbed Jhoine. The cacique made i^rerf 
demonstratioo of fafoar jto 'the Adtoirai, and 
told him that a[t Tortoga then> was more gold 
than in' E^panola, it being nc^ariei' to Baniqtt$M 
The Aditairal gires it as his opibion that neither 
in Espanola nor Tortnga are there' mines of 
gftld, but that it is brought from Bttnequtf and that 
these pe6ple get but Httle, because they ba?« 
nothing' to give in exchange for it, their country 
being so extensiTe that the inhabitants ;are 'not 
obliged to practice much labour for their ^ubsis- 
tence, nbi* to procure dothing, as tbej go naked 
He bcilieyed himself flow near the spot where ther 
gold was found; and that our Lord was about to 
direct him thither. He learnt that from hence 
to Banequ^ was four dajs^ voyage, amounting 
perhaps,' to thirty or forty leagues, which dis- 
tance they might sail with a good wind in a single 
day. 

' Tuesday, Dec. 18th. They remained at the 
anchorage through the day, not baring a wind, 
and because the Cacique had told them he had 
gold to brii^. The 'Admiral says he did not 
liiuch regard the amount of this metal which he 
was liifely to obtain here, but wisl^ed to know 

* This place was never found. Perhaps the island of 
Jamaica was meant. « 
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wiMiloe it cfttne, as there were no mioett Id tbe 
mlaiidi Id the merning he ordered the ehipi to 
le Messed obt with their flags and anna.ibr a- 
iMti val, in honer of the AnnmuiiatieD of the Blese« 
efl Vii^g^ and fired many sakitea. The king of 
the- island left his home, which was aboiit five 
Ihagnes off, and came te the towifnear the shipe 
lit three e'clodc ; there were some of the Spai- 
htd» on shore whom the Admiral had ^sent to 
aseertatn whether the indians had iMTougbt iheir 
^M. These intbrmed^ that abere two bendred 
men €ame with the kin^ fom* ' of thrai canyioif 
htm upon a sort <df bier. The Admiral being at 
Kb meal in the cabin, the kiB|r with iA\m^i 
tetodants came to the ship, and obsenres, ^ Your 
R%hnesses would have been pleased to witaese 
(he honor and reverence tbej showed him^aaJkerik 
as thej are. On comity on board and finding 
me at (able in (he cabin he rame in the most n^ 
spectful manner and sat down by me, and woaU 
not suffer me to rise^ or to leave off eating. ' I 
thought be would be pleased with some of amr 
^nds, ahd accordit^j ordered a portion to ha 
placed before biin, which he ate. Upon - enters 
ifig the cabin he made a sign with the hand for 
his people (o remain without, which tbey did 
with the greatest readiness and respect in the 
world) and all sat down upon deck,<except two 
men of mature age, whom I took for ha conn- 
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sellprs ; these came and sat dowiiftit iiis feet, alid 
the kitig' would tnke a -smatt moothflflil'^f the i^ib^ 
tuals and g;ive' the test to IMS' attendiinto^wbt^ attt 
it; the "same^ 4i6 did with the drink wMoh wtM 
bifensd him, putti^^ it lb bis nMitli^ and the* 
pasMAg it to the others ; all thi^twiikBjdoae with 
great »tate^ and rery few worda^ Which '<«<' neaH 
«8 i 'coold utHferatandwhai he aaidv wet^ ntttfedb 
in a very sensible manner, his • tjpfo attenikntft 
watohing his cewitebaiice, cowrersiiig^ith bim^ 
ttnd^answering "for him with'^he^greatestdegre^ 
of yetferation. ^ ^Tfae - meat'finiah^ a» «1tendalBfl| 
brooght me d girdle shaped like those of Cdstiier^ 
but of different 'workmanship, this 'he presented 
Idmer and If accepted, «» weH as two pteees -ol 
gold, beaten Tery thin, of- Mrh&cb'metall ani' iiH 
dined to- tbn^ they possess 'Tery little, akhct^lf 
th^ are^in the ne^hborbood of- the place where* 
it is^prodoced in abundance* I saw that be was 
pleased with the hanging over my bed, and made 
him a present of it, with some fine amber beada 
whi<^ L wore upon my neck, and some red shoes 
Bnd a' flask of orange-flower water; with these 
gifts ho Was wonderfuliy delighted, and both he 
and his coudftellors appeared- to feel much regret 
that we oould not understand one anothers' 
langua^. • By all I could gather from him, he 
informed me that if I desired anything of his, the 
whole island was at my serrioe. I then produced 
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n goU 4ic€ik^if v^Q wbieh the oMigeB of yMr 
liiglMNisies i»0ie stai^ied, and th^ired it to 1nii% 
lotting hifli know, as I bad done faelove, tbat f^mt 
fl^biiesaes fieigted t>Tfr the first kii^jdiODiki thm 
JToHd, and tbrt thefe were no whert mi great 
(Mrineeai I deo eJihibited t^ him the rdjuX Maud- 
ifMbiaed the bamieieof theerees, which he mueh 
ddeuredi wd spoke with ki» eounseHe^^respeet^ 
ini^'llbe great power c^yotir HighBesaee whi> had 
sent v^ suob a ^Katanoe from hearedi t» theae 
parts. Maof other thii^ pass^d^ ef whioh I 
imdersteod aothiiig^ sare that thejr- auiiitfatt^d 
great 'Wonder*^ 

! As it grew late be desired to^r^tuMiti^kni^ 
^hkber the Admirail dispatehed him iii tfae^ bdel 
witb grepit boner) iMbg $, sakita Arrifeileo sbeM 
be asc«|9ded bisbier aed went up iat^the ie4and 
a^ectaiipani^ bjrthe whole multitude ; h^soohwa$ 
leapried bebind him upoB'tbe shotildertof oie^^ 
the mestlioQdrabla* meni Where^ei^ tbemdiatii 
met witl» any ef the- saitons^itbe^'gave tbetar fecri^ 
and shewed thett^gr^at respect. One dfthetk 
eneountered the troop acoompsoi^tii^ the UAg 
bbmi^ sftidetated' thsrf; hs 'saw ^ pfesente (6e 
AkAmkni bad j^iif^H^^ oarried^ befere the king, eaeh 
4M»panite artide bj -loMMr ol the pi4deipa( mei$« lis 
Wiis jiidg6d from the tfppesi^ancei The kii^t 
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soo &tU»m€!i Us father irkfa «lifcqiidli4niii cf ^mt^ 
tMdaptei « alio € bnuthar of the 'kii^ ibifae avail 
HuyMMT, €ioept thMt he mmitu omriitAi^lmkff iadl 
hf the ams .bj two ,bomtM»^m^^ ^^^hmipmr 
woacBme Uk4k^ skip mttm thm luai^jbddi'lallfhm, 
and tfaa Admiral made him hh* ptfaaanta^ Mn» 
iog DOW, that tha king was called mlfaa laagMByi 
of tfae.indinB Camque^ Thia dajT little goM.iMrai 
obtaiDiBdy but the ^dmival mmi f«re»' fa> '^vmIbiii 
^»d 1^ an old jnw, that tUare. M» ter w 
laods in the ne^ffabeurhood^ at ithe diiMnia bt: 9 
himdred. leagues wad B»m^ aa^neair as^ Jiv loeidd 
gather, where much gold was oblamedraM^^lM^ 
injsome of them it wasfbund meiichfibiil^sl)^ 
the inJiabitaiits GoUected aod bwlted j$)wMh 
aieteSf after, which they mdLted and .bhat^itfibito 
bars, and manj otbur ahafpes which were desiiiikM 
ed faj signs. One jof the; iskiida xras saidita he 
totally eomposed of gold The old ^Bsaii p^asted 
out the direction, io which theae oountiiei ' liKjii 
aod the Admiral determined to proceed «tfaiUiM^ 
Ue xemarke that if this fwraon had Qotiieffeii eeii 
of the. principal mien of the kk% he ebould h^w 
taken and -ciurried Jiim abi^ with hirn^ or had be 
mideratood Jhis jag^agfe would hare mtreatiid 
hifll to duat eflbct, and thinks as he was so Irefl 
pleased with th^ Spaniards, that he would very 
willingly hare accompanied them ; nevertheless, 
as he considered these people to belong to the 
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Mven^^'ibf cGastile he ^was unwilling to fafieiid 
tlniik ofA lofty^roBS was set up in tbe^sqiiare: 
cfT'deBtre' o£ tbe villagi^ in which work the .radiana^ 
aMtedimocfa^ ondrnipeated, as.the Admiral says, 
pfayen add adoratiom, f rooi which circimstance.' 
be>hopc»}iD'fmr Lord that thesci islandb will all; 
hoBoma^ichFistian.' » .' . . . m «.i 

'xWedn^adajri Dec 19th. . 'They set sail at ingbti 
to iM^re^th«l^glllf formed hj the island ol Tortu-r 
ga and Sspanola. Upon the approach of day thei 
wind shifted to the E^ for which reak)n tbey^ 
^iipe^uBaUe through the day to get out fixHa be«4 
twMoijthe. islands ; night coming on they found* it' 
imposinble to reaeh a harbour^ they saw near*' -Ivt 
^-neighbourfaobd of that place they espied four 
eapefi^.and.a'bay.and river, also another large 
bayt where there was . a. (Yillaget'in the^rear of 
which ihoy^ saw a. valley amcing several very high 
iaountains; these mountains were covered mith 
treisy^jwhichi the: Admiral judged te bepines^ 
At the) back of I the capes which he called jLea 
ioii Shrmanos^ there was a mountain very lai^ 
andhightwhicbruns fromN£L.to S W. ES£; froia 
another ioape. named Cabo de Torres^ there was 
a4itde>i8le'/whiGh he caUedv Saint Thomas^tha 
next day being; the anniversary of that saint : H# 

* PuortQ de la Granja. t Port Margot. 

X Pttota de Liaibe. . 
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judged thal>j|hi» wholf^-eoiinfej^ahoiuidediD ioafm 
»Dd' -wc^UeDt ; harbpufi, imDo^. wbat t ke oould ob- 
s«mi at eea^^'fifWcbt of the'iple.aboviiipentioDed^ 
was a cape-^rumimg far iatoithe aea^^leftj^in jQin» 
parta aod. in * others :iofi» from (his i4QP«imteiDo^ 
be ^Daiaed it ^ iCabp )tdto> y h^o?^ SdTeDt|r miiear 
EL.by S. from iCai»iir7|o iJe. Torres :«iaaiiy mowitaiiK 
loftiei^-lhaD. MOiji other, whicsh extended into- the 
Bea;jit appeared like aiiiislaiidi ob. account of a* 
gap towarda the^iand;. he. caHed it Manh.Gari^ 
iofa, aa the dktitict^nouDd was named Aknbata^ 
it Araa a* beautiful height without clouds tiranowy' 
hufecorered with iSlouriahiog trees. The weather 
herey^with respect i to the air and . temperature 
fras likcrMareh in. Castile, add )tfae trees* and 
herbs aa in May in! that country. The nights^ 
were fourteen hours^ long* . - 
< ! ^Thursday, Dec 20tk< At sunset^ this day the j 
entered a.'harbourt between the island of St< 
Thomas and Caia d$'^Caribata; here, they tan* 
ehoredr The harbour ^ was found a verjrgctod 
one, add capacious enough to hold all .thef ships 
in christeqdom. Tthe entrance appeared imprac- 
ticable from without, on account: of BeT:eF^ 
ledges- (rf^rockjs w)<ioh run from the mouqtain 
nearly tOi the island $ these are scattered abont 
in an irregular manner,'Some near the land and 

* Point and Isle Margot. f Bahia de Acul. 
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etkmvB^wM 9m^ whioh teodeiB it i teti c aty te 
take^great eara id taataig ks Um chaabels being 
wry narrow, although d^pi having- teren fetbr 
am water, and withiiiihe rocks twekaifatbDaas* 
Aahipwight lie here Mooredi with anjr aort of 
Bope, and ba» safe iro«i aH winds* Mear4he 
Moiith of the harbour was a plantation of- qanti 
at the.. west of a little saodj i^let, which wet 
evei^rown with trees, and at the foot of -whicb 
were sotob fatheas water. The harboui is sfl^i 
Irom all the storms which can blow. Frett^ thie 
place a|^)eared a wide and '^cultivated vaHejr 
which descended to the sea firem the S£«y Md 
was totally shut in by excciidinglj tidl mntmtafw 
which seemed to rise to heaven ; tbiese presented 
the most delightful view, beii^ covered widi 
luxuriant trees* No doubt there are moiintaini 
here, loftier than the island of Tenerifib which 
is held to be the highest in the world* • Hereie 
another isle,* a league from that of St Thomas 
and within it another, aH having fine harfaowB^ 
lH|t where it is necessary to took out Ibr tba 
sboalft Yillagpi were seen, and smdces OMide hf 
the inhalNtants. 

Friday, Dec. 2L The Admiral went with the 
boats to examine the harbour, and after having 
surveyed it declares that .it is equalled by nonee 

* Ida de Ratas. 
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wbicb h% haa oeao ehumhan. He Moto^ him- 
lelf, sajiiig that Im has iMan «o abaedaiit iabji 
praiiaa of the others^ that he haa iiotbiD| left to 
say for thi^ aod adda that he feaia to ba (akM 
for an extravagant exag|perator of tba ,tm|hy bii| 
k encouraged hj the reflenon that he hat' 10 
company, nariners of Mperience whd will ee# 
firm fak aeooufatr He repeats that the comaie# 
datnnff he has bestowed upon the other porta 
tire true, and the superiority he has aaaigned thia^ 
he affirms to be true likewisei addiifg < I hafif 
followed' the seas for twenty^three years, witfapM 
being bn shore any space of time Worth aecounti 
ingi and have sfsen all the East and West, and 
been to the North where Ec^land is situated^ 
and even to Guinea, but in Mne of the^ cotnli- 
tries are to be found ports of such* exceltendo' as 
are to be met with here) and as I goon aaahii^ 
discoreries they show themselres better and bet- 
ter^ as I find by carefully examiniifg my joimiall 
aod I again affirm that this is saperior to thett 
all, and iaifge enough to contain all the ships is 
the world, and so well sheltered that a^ship n%bt 
ride with safety, althoi^li moored With the'rot- 
tenest rope in the world.' From* the entrance 
to the bottom. nf the harbour i|E» a distance' -ef 
fire leagues.* Fields were seen nnder cultiva* 

** Error, 6vq miles. 
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•tion, indeed this Was the case erery where. 
Two inefi were dispatched from the boats, and 
t>h]ered to ascend a height and look out after 
fhe villages of the inhabitants, as bone were seen 
lVom*<be' sea, although it was judged there were 
fiottie in the neighborhood, by a canoe with in- 
dtatis havir^ come last night about ten o'clc>ck, 
to gaze at the' ships, these men the Admiral pre- 
sented with some trifles which pleased them 
grisatly. The two Spaniards returned, informing 
that they had discovered a large town"* at a little 
distance from the sea ; the Admiral ordered the 
boats to row that way, and presently espied sev- 
eral indians coming down to the shore; they 
seemed to be fearful of the Spaniards, and the 
Admiral directed the boats to be stopped and 
the indians on board to speak to those on land 
and tell them they were friends, upon which the 
natives came close to the water's edge and the 
boats proceeded to land; the inhabitants now 
banished all their fears and came down in such 
numbers as to cover the beach, making a thou- 
sand civiHties to the Spaniards, men, women, and 
children. They ran here and there bringing 
bread made of ntames, which they name ajes^ 
this was very white and good; they also brought 
water in calabashes and earthen vessels, shaped 

t Acul. 
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like the pitchers of Castile. Whaterer thing thej 
were in possession of^ and knew th^ Spaniard! 
waidted, they offered with great pleasure and the 
atmost liberality. The Admiral remarks ^ These 
eoald not be deemed gifts of mean value, a1* 
though their intrinsic worth was small, because 
every thing was given with the greatest gene- 
rosity ; a piece of gold was offered with as willing 
readiness as a calabash of water, and it is easy 
to perceive when a thing is given with a good 
will These people have neither staves, jave^ 
lins nor any other weapons, and this I have re^ 
marked of all the inhabitants of this isi*' 
and, which: appears to me to be very large* 
They are all as naked as they were bom, both 
men and women, whereas in Juan€^ and th^ 
other islands the females Wear a small covering 
of cotton at the waist, eispecially those above a 
doeen years, but neither old nor young practise it 
here. In other places we have found the inhab- 
itants anxious to conceal their women from us, 
but here they display no such jealousy. The 
females at this place possess fine shapes, and 
were the first to give thanks to heaven upoB 
our arrival, and bring us offerings, especially 
bread of ajes and five or six sorts of fruits.^ 
These last the Admiral caused to be preserved 
for the King and Queen. The same treatment 
they had received from !he women in other 

19 
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parts before the men took care to keep thein out 
of sight The Admiral gave strict orders that 
the utmost attention should be paid, not to giye 
offence to the natives in any things and that no 
article should be taken from them without bis 
permission ; in this manner they were paid for 
every thing they gave the Spaniards. The Ad- 
miral remarks that he believes no one ever met 
with a people of such a liberal and generous dispo- 
dtion, which was exercised to such a degree that 
they were ready to rob themselves of every ar^ 
tide of property to oblige their guests, flocking 
to them with offerings wherever they arnved. 
He sent six of his men to examine the town 
which had been seen, to these the indians show- 
ed every hmiour they could invent, and presented 
such things as they had, not doubting in the least 
that the Admiral and all his crew had come from 
heaven, which also the indians on board still con- 
tinued to think, notwithstanding what the Span- 
iards had told them. The men beii^ gone to 
the town, there came several canoes from a soy« 
ereign in the neighborhood, to request the Ad- 
miral on leaving this place to visit bis town. 
The Admiral perceivii^ great crowds of people 
waiting for him upon a point of land, proceeded 
thither, when there came down to the shore 
immense multitudes, men, women and children 
crying out for him not to leave them, but remain 
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there. The ambassadors of the. . prioce above* 
meDtioned, were, all this tioxe. waiting with their 
canoes, lest he should go away without comply- 
ing with their invitation*. The Admiral then set 
ofi^ and arriving near the place where the prince 
was waiting to receive him, this sovereign order* 
ed all his people to seat themselves upon the 
ground, he then dispatched men with provisicHiB 
to the boats which) seeing that, the Spaniards 
accepted, the greater part of the indians ran off 
to the town which, was probably near, and cam^ 
back, bringing more, along with parrots and other 
things, which they offered with siirprising liberal- 
ity. Although they demanded nothing in returnf 
the Admiral gave them glass beads, hawk^s bells, 
and brass rings, as he thought it but just that pay- 
ment should be made them, and in particular's 
he says, because he looked upon them as chris- 
tians, and more the subjects of the King and 
Queen, than the people of . Castile. , He adda 
thatfiathii^ is wanting but to know their language, 
^nd give them orders, as they will perform every 
thing commanded tliepi without making the least 
opposition. He then left the place to return to 
the ships, the indians all calling out, men, women 
and children, and entreatmg him to remain among 
them. Several canoes full of men followed the 
boats to the sbii», these the Admiral treated 
with much civility and gave them food and other 
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presents* Great numbers came from the shore 
swimmii^ about the ship, which wad abore half 
a league from the land. While the Admiral was 
upon his visit there came another prinee from 
the westerly part of the island, and not finding 
him, he returned. The Admiral sent. some men 
to visit and obtain information from him ; these 
he received verj graciously, and conducted to- 
ward his town where he intended to gi?e them 
some large pieces of gold; they went along with 
him till they came to a wide river, which the 
indians passed by swimming, but the Spaniards 
being unable to cross it, returned back* All 
this neighborhood abounds in mountains so lofty, 
that they seem to reach to the skies ; The Peak of 
Tcneriffe is nothing in comparison with them,: 
either for height or beauty. These are aU cov* 
ered with wood and vegetation in a delightful 
Hianner, and inclose among them many beautiful 
plains. At the South of this harbour is a pilub 
so extensive that the eye cannot reach the %Dd# 
it is probably ^fteen or twenty leagues in extent, 
without the interruption of a single emineiioe;^ 
it contains a river and is inhabited and cultvv^ated 
throughout, being at present as green and flour- 
ishing, as the fields in Castile in May or June, 
although the nights are here fourteen hours 
long, and thk country so far to the North. The 
harbour here k well sheltered from every 



wind that ean Udtf^' beings ideep^afadwdll shutloii 
ShqMiibay aisb licr^bi^e lA pciffeet ; aii^tj from 
My jomnmn dtNring dhe tiigfat frocn utritbout ; ftoif 
^Miou^h 4ke cbtranoe baa a widHh of niorb thao 
ino 'leagues, it is cdrHncd by a t<Mipl4 of rotfejr 
M j ^D nearly ob a iSerel with tbe water, leaving 
%w^ narroff passage wbicb »ie«B Jiloiost.tbd 
9^oTk ef art. Iki ihe mouth of the harbour there 
ore seren lathdms d^h of wi^tet, 'thid oobtinuej 
tOi fet lerel islet whidi has a beach and is corered 
with trees. The entrahce is to the West, where 
a ihtp may sail in wilhont fear, coming; dose to 
the rocfc. TowArds th^ N Wl are three islands 
and a large river, a league from the cape of this 
faarbem*. Tins being St. Thomases day, the Ad« 
mii^ named the harbour The Port of the Sea oj 
iS^.TihoffUi^,' calling it a sea, froih its size* 

Satu^day, Dec 22d. At daybreak they set sail 
to go in search of the islands where, as the indiand 
told them, there was much gold, and in some of 
them more gold than earth ; btrt found the Weattx- 
er unfarorable and returned to their anchorage, 
when the boat was dispatched with nets for fish- 
ir^. The sovereign of the couAtry* who resided 
in the neighborhood sent a large canoe full of 
men, with one of his principal attendants request* 



'^l^is was Gnacaiiagariy sovereign of Mariea, where 
Columbus built a fort^ and lefl a party of his men at his re- 
turn to Spain. 
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iDg the Admiral to come with the ships to hid ten* 
ritory, |>romisibg htm vnj thing 4ie had. He sent 
hy this messenger a girdle to which Wfi»*ttlached 
iKtead of a pouch, a mask-havii^ the nose, toi^e^ 
and ears of beaten gold. The indian» in the ca- 
noe, meeting the boa;t, gave the girdle to a ^ipte 
boj, and proceeded on board the ship with their 
embassj. Some time pa^ed before they could 
be understood, the indians on board not coniprfr> 
hending them, as their language was somewi^it 
different from that of the others ; finaUj they 
made out to express themselres bj signs^ and made 
known their inritation. The Admiral deterinined 
to accept it, and came to a resolution to sail^ the 
next day, which was Sunday, although be waeniot 
accustomed to pvt to sea on thiat day ; this arose 
from devotion and not from any superstitious iscru- 
ples. Besides, entertaining a hope that these 
people, by the willingness they manifested, would 
become christians, and subjects of Castile^ and al- 
ready lookii^ upon them in that light, he was de- 
sirous of doing every thing to oblige themw ' Be- 
fore quittii^ this place he sent six of his men to a 
very large town, three leagues to the West, the 
prince of that place having visited the Aduurml 
the preceding day and told him that he had sev- 
eral pieces of gold. With these men he sent his 
Secretary, whom he charged to take care that 
the Spaniards did nothing wrong to the indians^ 
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for these were so UbenJ^ and the Spaniards so im« 
measumblj greedjr, that they were opt satisfied 
with receiying the most T^uable of what the in* 
habitants possessed^ in exchange for a^: leather 
tboDg^a fait of glass ( or earthen ware, -or other 
worthless trifle, ^^d sometimes for nothing at all^ 
wfaich,'howeyer, the admiral had always prohifaitp 
ed^ Although the articles which the Indians oSep- 
ed were of little value, except the gold, yet the 
j&dmiral aMosidering the readiness with wbicii 
ihey parted with them, as giving a piece of gold 
lor half a dozen strings of glass beads, ordered 
that nothii^ shoald be taken from tbem without 
paying for it . .The Spaniards arriving at the 
town, the prince, took the secretary by the hand, 
and lod him, accompttiied^ by a great multitude of 
people, to his houso^ where victuals were set be- 
fore the Spaoiank, and lai^e quantities of cotton 
doth and bulls iof yarn brought them, t Late in 
the evenii^ the Spaamrda. retuimed, the prince 
presenting them with'three fat geese and some 
bits of gold ; a great auml^r of the indiaDs accom- 
fomied them back, and insisted : upon- carrying 
Iheir goods for > then aeroes the rivers and miiy 
lEdices. The Admiral made the prince some 
presents, at which he and «11 his people showed 
the greatest pleasure, and thought themselves 
happy in gaaing upon the Spaniards, whom they 
believed to have come from heaven. This day 
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acre thaB> a hundred anA iwlriity caiiat8>CMii& to 
fclie filiq)0».all' fiUed^ mkh fmopLB^- nnA . m^mj mm 
bnu^giDg fiometbk^iB parUcfolarwbraad^^fisii^^Uid 
|f»ter in eaarthen pitcbersi aaalio a kifid id.Med 
wluch sennes verjr wettior a flqpio^ j of4btfi;,tbe/ 
fnit a grab in a cup -of water. and dbink^k* lEim 
w&Lm qn^boaixi the isbipa affirmed tirnl ^ was nry 
wtiole80iaa«. -.,.;;( ^.^ ;i .-, .,.^>. /»'j 

. w 3^4^/9 JQec.%3^ Tbe'^wamt .cif vindeoiii^ 
f<9Uied tbem to raoiaia brae tftill^ aod^tbe AdnkA 
dispatched the )boat9. with iiis .aaqretarj^tp rtbt 
{Mffipc^ fr^m wJiomheihad reeeived theiniitetiM 
U^ day b^£ofa• iWbile ikey iweie^goMv he lettt 
Iwo o£ bia.indiaps ia.Tifiit<tbe«iawDain.tila;iltigli(- 
bprbood, ti^iese retorBed^hriagaaga^iN^bee/ofii l^ 
lyuntTj: wMh thfip,: and i4iha4'iD6>riiiati(w (SnA 
gold was to be iiad iii^ Chat «islaiid tin tag gnat 
f^nty ascoald.ibe di^r#d, theupeepleicoifttBg 
ilbithat fronxoth^r parts rt9: ohtaia tJU^ rMon 
ft^V9qQ8\ arriwd. wiiotcovfirined rthisiiaccMmlv 
aodifslwmA the^maooer.kif xoUeotii^ it| tiihittiliMi 
4dAi^*al noderatood wothi diffieidtj;, iwl. atiH 
btdd it ior certain, that the natal mosfceustJia 
abundance ia thcM.ipai^ where i^oirfodifigiihit 
qpot it iingbt be got.)£mititde.W'.ciQthii^ 
sreK9ark&:that h^k omAxm^ myihkixifmati hf 
hatv^ic^ in the three dtj^s beiha&i bei^nihw^^'ve^- 
c^iFed many large pieces andoannoi Jwhe^e^k k 
hrought hither from other places. He utters 
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these wordd * Our Lord, in wbcMse hands are all 
things, be my help, and order ererj thing for bis 
service.' More th^n a thousand of the inhabitants 
Visited the ships, every one brii^ing something; 
th^r custom was on arriving within half a bow- 
shot, to stand up iii their cahoes holdii^ out their 
offerings in their hands, and exclaimii^ ^ Take'! 
Take !' Besides the^e there came above five bun* 
dred,r swimming for want of canoes, the ships be^ 
iag anchored near a league from the shore. Five 
princes with all their families came among the 
t^st to visit the Spaniards, to all whom the Ad- 
miral made presents^ esteeming every thing given 
them well bestowed ^Ouf Lord in his meircy,^ 
lays be < direct me where I may find the gold 
mine, as 1 have many here who profess to be 
acquainted with it' At ni^t the boats return^ 
ed and informed that they bad gone a great dis- 
tance, and at the mountain o( Caribatan had met 
with canoes full of people, coming from the place 
where the Spaniards were goii^, to visit the Admi- 
ral ; these turned back and accompanied the Span- 
ieurds to the town,^ which they found the largest 
and most regular with respect to the streets, of 
any that had been se to: it was situated nearly three 
leagues to the southeast of Punta Santa.'t The 
canoes rowing faster than the boats, slipped ahead 

^ Guarico. t ^^^ Honorato. 
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and earned the iDtell^nce of (heir arriyal to tfm 
Caeique as they called him. Hitherto the Admi- 
ral had been unable to learn whether this was 
the name of a kii^ or a governor. They have 
another name for their chief people, which is 
jyttayno;* whether this signified governor, no- 
bleman, or judge, could not be ascertained. The 
Cacique came out to meet the Spaniards in the 
public square of the town, which was a fine neat 
place ; here more than two thousand men assem- 
bled, every one bringing victuals for the strari- 
gers. The king showed them great honor, and 
gave each man a portion of such cotton cloth as 
the women wear, adding some parrots and pieces 
of gold for the Admiral ; the people also gave 
the Spaniards cotton cloths and other things, re- 
ceiving whatever trifles were offered them in re- 
turn, which they valued as highly as if they es- 
-teemed them relics. At evening when they 
wished to return, the king entreated them to 
stay till morning, and all the peoj le joined in the 
solicitation. Finding them determined to set out, 
a great number accompanied them, carrying for 
them upon their shoulders the articles which the 
Spaniards had acquired there ; they thus attend- 

^A Nitayno was a grandee next in rank to«the king. 

Las Casas. 
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ed them to the boats, which were left at the 
mouth of the river. 

Monday, Dec. 24th. Before sunrise they 
weighed anchor, and put to sea with a land 
breeze. Among the indians who came on board 
yesterday, and informed them there was gold in 
the island, naming the places where it was found, 
there was one who seemed to display an uncom- 
mon degree of liking for the Spaniards ; him the 
Admiral caressed, and prevailed upon to go along 
with him, and direct the way to the gold mines. 
This man was accompanied by another, his com* 
panion or relation, and both these, among other 
places they spoke of, where the gold was qbtained, 
named Cipango which they called Civaoj and said 
it was \erj far to the East, possessing vast quan*' 
titie8ofgold,and that the Cacique of the country 
had bis banners made of plates of that metal. 
The Admiral in this place says, ^ Your highnesses 
may be assured that there is not upon earth a 
better or gentler people, at which you may re- 
joice, for they will easily become christians and 
learn our customs. A finer country or people can- 
not exist, and the territory is so extensive and the 
people so numerous, that I know not how to give 
a description of them, as 1 have spoken so highly 
of the people and country of Juana which the 
inhabitants call Cuba. But there is a difference 
between these two countries as great as between 
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day and night I think no one who haSMen tbest 
parts, can say less in their commendation thtti i 
have said. I repeat that it is a matter of wotsh 
der to see the things we have met withy end the 
muhitudes of people in this island^ 'wfaich^i vail 
Espanola, and the indians Bchio; thef are ski- 
gidarly pleasant in their intercourse and con^ 
yersation with us, and not like the others, wfaiii 
when they speak appear to be Ottering oi^Mees^ 
their shapes are iine, both men and woolen^ and 
their odour not black,' although they paittt them* 
selyes^ the most of them red, dtheii of a dark 
hue, and others of still different colonic, eH wbicii^ 
I understand, is done to keep thetiue from' in- 
juring them. The houses and towns are rerjr 
handsome, and the inhabitants live in eaeh set« 
tlement under the nrie of a sovereign or judge, 
to whom they pay implicit obedience. These 
magistrates are persons of excellent ttiannerB,ifid 
great reserve, and give their orders by a sign with 
the hand, which is understood by all with surpri* 
sing quickness. 

' In order to enter this port, called The Sea ^of 
St. Thomas,* it is necessary to standf for a small 
level ii^and at the entrance, which was named 
jLa ^migaj and coming within a stone's throw, to 
pass to the westward of the island, keepii^ close 

*jBahiadeAeul. 



Of! ootmam, 16ft 

tothe shorey.as a large reef Mmes out frdm the 
ifeUf whioh extend a lottbardsHihot towards the 
idbuid; ia the ehaoQel are at the shodeat parts^ 
9eiieD iathems^ wkh agrayellj hottdm, and with^ 
ia k tfoom suffiiBiei^ for all the ihips b the worlds 
wbere thej niay lie without infioijiig& > There 
ara tw<Q or three .shoals without, and other large 
sfaqala aoft e-reef are to the east^ ei^tending to» 
ivand^ the Jslaod La jitnigOfWd iar iofo the sea^^ 
pxaiag two leaguesvto wards thecape ; hut amoi^ 
thest. there appeared a cbaoQal two kimbarda-r 
ibeti from LaMmiga^ and at the foot of l^ouQt 
QarihatKtti a spaoious aed excellent harbour** 

iTuesdayi Dea 26th. Christinas.. Last night 
tihey kept ak»g the coast with a light wind, frooit 
the sea of > St. Thpmaa to < the headland nafued^ 
PniUa Sanl% and at the end. of the^firat watclv 
about eleyen ePdqck, being off ^his poinjt about a^ 
league distant^, the Adniral . laid down ta sleeps 
havk^ taken no rest for two days and a. night, 
pas^ ^ Ab the sea waa calni|:tl\e m^n at the helni^ 
left his place to a boy, and went off to sleep liker 
wise, contrary to the express orders of the Ad- 
miral, who had thnoughnut the Toyage, forbid- 
en, in calm or. atorm^ the lielm to be , intrusted 
to a boy. The Admiral was free from any 
dread of rockAor shoals, aa tbe^ Sunday hafore» 

* Port Frsa^ois, 
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whea he sent the boats to the kio^, they had 
pasBed three lei^ues and a half to the. east of 
Punta SantOj and the saQors had nirfejed the 
whole -coast for three leagues beyond thafe pointy 
and ascertakied where the ships m^bt pass, m 
ttung^eyer done before in the whole yeya^ 
But as it pleased our Lord, at midoight, it being 
a dead calm, and the sea perfectly motipnleas^ as 
IB a cupi the whde ^rew, seeing the Admiral had 
Retired, went off to sleep, leaving the ship in the. 
care c£ the boy abovemenlioned, when the cur-t 
tcM carried her imperceptibly toward the shpala 
in the neighborhood, upon whtcbshe struck with, 
a noise that might be heard a league -offi. The 
boy at the helm hearing the roar of the sea, and; 
feelii^ the current beating at the > rudder, cried 
obt, at which the Admiral awoke, . and sprang. 
Upon deck before any of tbe sailors pereeured; 
that they had run aground; presently tbe mase-. 
ter, whose watch it was, came up, and the Admi-. 
ral ordered hiai^ and others who quickfy made 
their appearance, to hoist out tbe boat and. car- 
ry im anchor astern ; the boat being hoisted out^ 
the master and many others went into her, as the 
Admiral supposed to fulfil the order* Instead of 
doii^ this) they rowed off to the caravel, which 
was about half a league to windward* Those 
on board, however, with great propriety and jus-, 
tice refused to receive them, and sent them back, 
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dispatchir^ also their own boat, which arriTedl 
fitst at t hi ship. Meantime <be Admirkl findt^ 
hin men deserting him, and the thip down upon 
hef side, with the water learii^ hte, saw no oth- 
er remedy Init to cut away the nmst, and tlirow 
OTerboard every thii^ they could spare, hoping 
that this would lighten and set her afloat, but lA 
spite of all, the water continued to ebb, and the 
ship to lie down towards the fea, which fortmitflc^ 
ly continued smooth, and presently she opened 
between the rib& The Admiral proceeded t^ 
the caravel to dispose of his crew, and as a slight 
jbreeze blew from the land, and much of the night 
remained, they lay to till day, not kaowing how far 
the shoals extended ; atday break he proceeded 
inside of the shoal to the ship, having first s^it the 
boat to land with Diego de Arana, of Cordova, al*> 
guazil of the fleet, and Pedro Gntierree, page xif 
the royal wardrobe, to carry the news of his mii»- 
fortune to the king, who had sent him the invitee 
tion the Saturday before, and whose remlenc^ 
was about a league and a half beyond the shoal 
where the ship lay. This person, as they stated, 
upon hearir^ the information, shed tears, and 
dispatched all the people of the town with large 
canoes to onload the ship; with their assistance 
the decks were cleared in a very short time, so 
great was the diligence of the king and his men. 
He, with his brothers and relations came to the 
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shore, and took every care that all the goodr 
^bould be. safely brought to land, and careftilly 
.fNPesejrved. From time to time he sebt his rela» 
jtioos to the Admiral weeping, and oonsolii^ him, 
fUMl entreatii^ him not to be afflifiited at his loss, 
|pr he would give him all he had. The Admnral 
Jiere observes to the King and Queen, that in no 
Ipart. of Castile would more strict care have been 
tal^en of his good% not the smallest trifle was 
lost The king ordered several houses to be 
cleared for the purpose of stowing the goods. 
Here a^guard was set over them who watched 
throughout the night. ^The people as well ar 
the king shed tears in abundace,' says the Adin»- 
ral. * They are a very loving race, and without 
^vetousness^ they are adapted to any use, and / 
declare to your Highnesses that there is .not a 
|)ff tier .country nor a better people in the world 
Iban these. They love their neighbors as^they 
4o themselves, and their language is tl^ smooth^ 
est and sweetest in the world, being alwaysulr 
tered with smiles. They all, both men and wor 
ipMn go totally naked, but your Highnesses may 
be assured that they possess many commendable 
cufstoms; their king is served with great rever<^ 
enqei and every thing is practised with such de** 
cency that it is highly pleasing to witness it. 
They have great memories and curiosity, and 
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are very eager in their inquiries as to the nature 
and use of all they see^' = ^ 

Wednesday^ Dec; 26th. At Bumisef the kk% 
of the country visited the Adimritl on board the 
Nina, and with 'team in bis eyee^ intreated him 
not to iddulge'inanygrief^for he* wddd gtre htm 
all be> had^; that he bad alrMdy assigned the 
Spaniards on Bhcre two kf^ehbodes, and if nec^ 
«ary, would^ grant otbers^ and t0 many canoes aft 
-could' be itoed in brin^'ng the goods and crew tb 
knd, which, in fact, he bad done the day befbre^ 
without the. smallest trifle being (lurioined, ^ w 
boneet and fnee from' covetousness are the)^ 
lays the Admirai, * ^lid thek king pre^eciinent 
m tirtue.' While the Admirid was conversing 
i#ith btmi a canoe arrived from another placed 
i^ith- Indians britiging pieces of gold, which thej^ 
wMted to exchai^e for a hawk Vbell, these be^ 
faig held in special value among them ) before the 
tMoe reached the vessel, the in£ans called ocrf^ 
•bdwing the gold, and cryti^ i^imq^ ^mq^^itit ihA 
^awk Vbells, and seemed rea^ togo mad'afl^ 
them ) the other canoes setting ofl^ they reqoest* 
ed 'the AdmirJil to preserve a bawk's-bell for 
Ibem^ and they would bring him in return foo^ 
pieces of gold as big aa his hand. This intelb* 
gence gave him great joy, and there presently 

.*Tiike, tal^e. . * 
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caow ft Milor from the land aod kiforiaecl tbe 
Admiral that the Spaniards were carrying oi| a 
grett 4raffiG with tbe Indians, purchasing bits of 
gold worth. more than two castellanos^ for a strap 
of leather, and that this was nothing to what it 
would be within a months The King was much 
vejoiced to see the Admiral in good spit-it's, and 
di^QOFering that he was anxious to obtain gold^ 
be informed him bj signs that he knew where^ 
in that neighborhood, a great deal of tt might 
be, bad, and that Jthe Admiral might be of good 
eheer, for he would give him as much as he 
^ntedi He gare him a further, account of it) 
and told him it existed in Cipango, which they 
called Civao^ in such abundance that it was held 
in no esteem. It was understood in the sama 
way^ that it was brought hither from that plaoai 
although in the island of Elspatiola, and in tha 
district oi Caributa there were also great quaxh 
tities. The king took a meal on board tbe eara^ 
%e\j and then went on shore accompanied by tfaa 
Admiral, whom be treated with erery hona#« 
feaating him with several sorts of a/ea, shrimpsy 
game and other viands, with bread which: th^j 
ea\l cazmi. Afterwards he conducted him into 
an arbour near his house, where they were at* 
tended by more than a thousand persons. Tha 
king had on .a shirt and a pair of gloves, which 
he had received from the> Admiral, these last ha 



partieuhirfy admired. In his msfnnidr of tMinug 
food be showed a decency and neatness w^ 
worthy. of his rank; aftet finishn^'hia i^fmsVal 
which he eoBtinued lon^, certain lierhs^wcM 
brought hioa, with which he rubbed ^ hid han^i 
for a considerable time^ which waii'doni^ an fhe 
Admiral thought, tosoflen theta ; waiter was thei 
fetched him for washing. The meal Gompletedii 
he went down to the shore with the Admiral 
who sent for a Turkish bow and €k>me arrows^ 
these he gave to one of the crew who was expert 
m their use, and, the exhibition of them muchas^ 
tonished the king, who knew nothing of weapeM; 
his people neither usii^ tier possessing thetn^ 
although some discourse had been l>eld here, 
about -the people of C^am^ict* whom they caH 
CaribeSj these, they stated, were accustomed tt(^ 
come and attack them with bows and arrbw^i 
it was ascertained th^t these lasft werts not head^ 
•d with iron, for neilher' iron nor %tee) aM 
kn6wn in these parts, nor any dther metal, h)A 
0apt gold and copper; the Admiral saw littie 
of th<a copper. The king was then gfren f6 
mdeMtand by signs that the soverefigns of C^ 
tile* would send people to fight against the Gir^ 
ribes, and bring them all prisoners with'fheh* 
hands tied. By order of the Admlrat, a ^oM^ 
iarda and an espinguria were fired, and the eA 
Ibol'of their shot struck: the kii^ with new won- 
der, frightening the indians to such a degree that 
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ibej aU fell upon the ground. Afterwards « 
large mask was In'ought, with great pieces of 
gcddy at the ears, ejesy and other places ; this the 
king gaTe the Admiral, sdoi^ with other - jew^id 
of the same metal, which he placed upoA his head 
and neck ; manj other presents were made to 
the Spamards. All these things had a great ef- 
fect epon the Admiral in assuaging his grief for 
tbe loss of the ship, and he began to be conrinc- 
ed that our Lord had permitted the shipwreck 
in order that he m^ht choose this place for a set- 
tlement. ^ And to this end,' says he, so many fa- 
ToraUe things offered, that it cannot be called ti 
disaster, but a great piece of good fortune, for if 
we had not run aground, we should have kept aS 
without anchoring here, the place beii^ in M 
large bay withinside of two or three shoaki 
Neither should I otherwise ha?e been induced 
to lea?e any men in these parts during the rey* 
age, noi' if I had, could 1 hare spared them4lui 
proper provisions and materials for their for^ 
tification. Many of my crew ha?e solicited )^me 
fipr permission to remain, and I have to-day or>f 
dered the construction of a fort, with a.tower 
and ditch, all to be well hnilt, not that 1 deeot 
such a fortification necessary as a defence agaioit 
the iphabitantsy as I have already stated that 
with my present prew, I could subjugate ths 
whQle island, which I beUieve to be lacger tlMui 
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the kiDgcUm of Bor4ugal9 and twioe us pofmkmii$ 
but that I judge it properyw the ti&mtoiy k ai 
8Moh a distance firom dtn* countrf^'and'tlltt tfai 
natirea may understwid tbe^ getuiss ef Hhe*feoptA 
e£ :yoiir Highfiessee^ and what the]p are ahfe ttt 
perform, so. that they maj^be' beM in- dMKeHtli 
by fear as well as lore.^ Poor thir porposer*^! 
have directed, that (here (riMit ibe^^^Mtiiefl^ 4 
store of timber for the oonBteiiMiotf^f 1^'fdi4^ 
with provision of bread ^nd wiee fck* more '■ f htttt 
a year^seed fw (dantk^, the long-boat of thift 
shipi:acalker,.a carpenter, it g;iim]er', aV)lxy|^t^ 
|ind.' many mother persons, sisioi^ tfae^'isuti»ber'd( 
those who haye earnestly desired to^ir4 fotk 
Highnesses and' oblige me" by reffiBimAg -Kef^, 
and searchii^ibri the gold mine; To tbcHind^f^ 
tiJung which I 'ha?e mentimedj t hitigii ' iteeibli ^ 
haTeconeorred veiy opportudeiy, hi>aHicat)r^ 
the ship'flbrunnkig s^Tomid in %uth a teaStnmt thai 
it 'was not >perceiyed till she haxf k^tt fst^, iM 
this at «> time when* lAil^ 'was tHiit{i!^%ave'h(^ 
windi' Hhm Admiral rekaltes'tiiany othei^ thin^ 
by way ef showing ^ that it was a p^c6'''0t^didA 
fortune^ add^lhe determined wiH dflSlod tha¥2He* 
ship sMoeld be wretdked' thefe, that tH^'^^M 
inrds jmight temaic^ for M fae statlBS^'b^ "^ii^M 
bean fotf tfie ' trendhefoos^ c^ndnof 6f the ina^^ 
and or<9W^ (who were tnoiitor alt ofnhem hk 
CMfat»ymM)in not eilnyii^ the anchor astern 
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to haul thie sliip offt ss thej ware^ ordered^ tb* 
irould fiot haire beeo wracked, and Iherefay tb%f 
(llwild hare failed of the knowledge of the^oim- 
itf which the J ^btaiaed during the atay, hf^im 
jmm whona he ioteodod to l^twe there^ J Hb -om^ 
Ifim waa to go on making ditcoveriea, and' 'Dot 
|o 4ta7 10 anj one place above a day^ onleae eoe^ 
|ieUed by the wind, as hit ship was a'duU sailor, 
aodoi^ for the purpose of discovery. He lajra^ 
the Uame of : this epoo the people of Ado% i» 
not having comf^M with their ^tgreeaient to 
fiiroish the King and Queen with soitabie fooao to 
for the expedition^ The Admiral eoMkidea^)by 
observing that every piece of the sb^ waa 
saved, there not being lost so much as av thoag^ 
boairdf or nail, she being^es complete as when- aba 
first sailed^ except what was caused fay cuttings 
her to get out the casks and merchandise } 'all 
these were carried on shore and weU-seconed^ 
as abote said* He adds that he hopes te^id 
at hii return firoos Castile, a ton of goU coUeetod 
fay them in trading with the natires^ 4nd tiiat 
they Will have succeeded in diseovering tbaf^mhw 
and the spices^ and all these in such aboadalK^: 
that heioM three years the King and Qioeedi^ qM^ 
undertake the jrecoveiyi of the Holy Sepi^faiii. 
^JPor I have before protested to your Hi^ n e o iN> 
eSf* says he, ^ that the profits of this eoleppriso 
n^all be employed to the conqpest««f Jenisalett;^ 
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ikjt whioli: jroiir HigbntssM smilad <alid sfidd yoii 
Were plec^ied^ wd had ike siune iodiMtioa.' . 

ThiiTMiajy Dee^ 27 th. At suturke i the king 
eftOM en boards and teU the AdtDkil that he 
bed seet for gold, -and wkhed he could eo?er hioi 
all over with k before hk departure^ or ratherY 
that he vtoold not defiart at all. He took a aieak 
wkh the Admh^al m company tvith a brother aii4 
relati(Hi of the kii^ in a yetf private aoasneri 
thejretated that they wkhed to go to Ciastile 
with him^ While, thej were oi» board, there 
Arrived aecotmts that the iDarayel Pinta was in a 
tirer at the end of 4he klaod, thei Cacique dk^ 
patched a canoe thkhet, in which the Adnural 
ordered a Spaniard to embarL The cacique 
dkplayed a de|pnee of afiectioa towanda th0 Adk 
miral that apfieared wonderful* Tbe^ttliIMNlt 
diligence was exerted in preparing for thek re^^ 
tuna to CaMJle. 

:. Friday, Dec* 2Sth. Is order toaee ie the 
cemimetioD of the fort, the 'Admiral went t>ti 
shore. It seemed that the king^sjned him as be 
was euGibafrking, for he entered hk bouse :i^ 
haste and leMmie of hk brothers to receive hiis^ 
The Admitlil; was conducted to one of the d welK* 
ings given to itfae Spaniards, whioh was the 
hM:geet i^ bestt in the plaoe. Here there wan 
(vepared a seat made of the inner bark of the 
palm tree^ upon whieh thej caused the Admirals 
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to Slit, the king's broker then sent an attendant 
informing him that the Admiral was there, as if 
he was ignorant of it ; the Admiral imagined that 
this was done to show him so much the more 
honor. The attendant having delivered hk mes- 
sage, the king ran to the Admiral, carrying a 
great plate of gold in his hand, which he placed 
about his neck. He remained a night on shore, 
considering what was to be done. 

Saturday, Dec. 29th. At sunrise theT6 came 
on board the caravel a nephew of the king, quite 
a youth, but a person of good uqderstandmg and 
courage; and as the Admiral's constant object 
was to find the place where the gold was pro- 
duced, he made it a practice to question 'evtry 
one about it by signs, as they could converse in 
this manner. This young man informed him that 
at the distance of four days' voyage to the east, 
was an isle called Guarionex^ and others called 
Macorix, Mayonic^ Fuma, dbaoj and Coroay^wA 
that they contained abundance of gold. The 
names of these places the Admiral wrote 
down, and it afterwards came to the knowl- 
edge of the king's brother, that the youth had 
given this information, whereupon some al- 
tercation ensued between them, as near as the 
Admiral could make out. He had at other times 

^ These, according to Las Casas, were the names of dis- 
tricts in the island of Espanola, and not separate isles. 
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understood (hat the king vtos exerting himself to 
prevent bis learning where the gold was produ- 
ced, lest he should go thither after it. ^ But 
there is such a quantity of it, and in so many pla- 
ces in the island of Espanola' sajs the Admiral, 
^ that it is a matter of wonder.' At night the 
king sent him a great golden mask, beting for a 
wash-basin and ewer; thiS Admiral supposed that 
he wished for these, to have others made like 
them. The nflquest was complied with. 

Sunday, Dec. 30th. The Admiral went to din^ 
on shore, and found that there had arrived five 
kings, who were subject to Guacanagari the king 
abovementioned. All these wore their crowns 
and W€nt in great state, and the Admiral remarks 
to the King and Queen, that their Highnesses 
would have been highly pleased to observe their 
manners. Guacanagari came to receive him on 
landing, and led him by the arm to the house 
where he was entertained the day before ; here 
was an elevated space and seats, upon which he 
made him sit down; he then took his own crown 
from his bead loid placed it upon that of the Ad* 
miral, who in return took fVom his^ neck a splen- 
did collar made of very beautiful beads, and put 
it upon that of the king, also divesting himself of 
a cloak of fine scarlet cloth, which he had put on 
that day, he clothed the king with it. Ho then 

sent for a pair of buskins which he put upon his 

22 . 
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feet, aod a large silver ring upon his finger, bav« 
ing heard that the Indians had seen a sailor with 
a ring of that metal, and had tried hard to obtain 
jt. The king was greatly pleased with thes^ 
gifts, and two of the other chiefs came to the 
Admiral and gave him each a great plate of gold. 
While they, were here, an indian arrived saying he 
had two days since left the caravel Pinta inahar* 
hour at the East. The Admiral returned to his 
Tcssel, and Vincent Yanez, the captiijpi, told him that 
he had seen rhubarhi and that it was to be found at 
the island Jlmiga^ at the entrance of the harbour 
which was named Jl/«r deSanio 7om6,six leagues 
from thence, and that he had recognized Jboth 
the root and the branches. The description giv- 
en of the rhubarb is that it sends forth flowers, 
ttnd berries which, appear like green mulberries 
half dried, the stalk near the root is of a fine yel- 
low colour, and the root itself like a large pear* 

Mopday, Dec. 31$t. This day was occupied 
in taking on baard. water and wood for their re* 
turn to Spain. TIi^ Admiral's object in hasten- 
ing thither was to carry the intelligence as speed- 
ily as possible to the Ki<Jg and Queen, that ships 
might be dispatched to complete the discoveries, 
a vast deal remaining to be done in this way. 
He was, however, unwiljlng to depart before he 
had examined all this coast towards the east, but 
being with a single ressel,* he thought it not pru- 



dent to exf>06e himseif to4he dang^rrd aittend^nt 
upon such an enterprise. He com^ilaind 4hat dl 
these troubles were occasioned' by the Pirlta's' 
having forsaken httti. ' 

' Tuesdajv Jcin. Ist, 1493. At *im<}n^f (he 
boat was sent to the island ArMgia^iw rhubarbr 
and returned the next evening wkbafraiil-Qf \i^ 
not having procured mpre for Want of *a4pade ta 
dig with : i what was obtsfieted H^ preserved t& 
show the King and Queen; The ciinoe whkfb^ 
had been dispatched in quest of the Pinta, re« 
turned- without seeing ber« The sailor who went 
in the canoe stated, that at twenty leagues di^' 
tanoe they met a king, who wore upon bis' head* 
two great plates of goMf, and ats soon as the in* 
dians whom he accompanied in' the canoe spoke 
to him, he took them off. The Admiral be^ 
lieved that Guaeanngari had prohibited all the 
others fr^MU selling gold to the Spaniards, tha't it 
might all pass through his hands. He had that 
day sent many canoes* to collect it. The Admi- 
ral already knew the places, as above stated, 
where it was so plenty &s not to be valued. The 
spieery^ as the Admiraii says, is also abundant^ 
and' more valuable than pepper or grains of par- 
adise. He left orderd with those that remained^ 
to collect as- much- of it as possible, 

* Indian pepper. 
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Wednesckiy) Jan. 2d. He went od. shore in 
tjie mowing, tp take leave of GtiaeanftgarL He 
gaye 4liai <me of his own shirts, and< conyersin^ 
with him about the Caribes, who made war up«: 
QD the people of the island, he determined to give 
bim an experimebtof *tbe force of fire-arms; for 
tliis purpose a lombarda was ordered to^be load- 
ed) and fired against the side of the sbip^ which 
was on shore; the shot passed through hePBnd 
struck the sea at a distance. He also gave hint 
a representation of a battle between parties of 
the crew, armed, informing the Cadqm that he 
need not fear the CaribeSi even if they should at'<> 
tack him. All this was done, as he ^ informs us, 
tO'Strike a terror into the inhabitants^ and »ake 
them friendly to the Spaniards left behind. He 
took the king and his attendants along wit'h him 
to his house to dine. . At parting he gave a striet 
charge to Diego de Arana, Pedro Gutierrez and 
Bodrigo Escovedo, whom he comtituted hislieu* 
tenants over the force af the settlement^ that ear-* 
ery thing should be well grounded and ri^nlated 
for the service of God and their Highnesses. 
The Cacique displayed great aifi^ction towafds 
the Admiral, and indulged a deep sorrow at sep 
arating from him, especially when he saw. him 
about to embark. One of the Indians told the 
Admiral that he had ordered his statue to be 
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J9iade> of gold as large as. life, and thai k was to 
be fioishad id tea days. He went oa board wit& 
t^9 JDteotjon of setting sail, but the wind did n^t 
permit jt. . . 

• Jlelefi in. ^his: island of £spanol% wbidi.the 
Indians called Bchio^ a fort and tb«rty-»nine meiv 
whom he statesiL to have been great friend of 
Jcing GMacm^uru Over these he placed Die^io 
de Arana, a native ef fGoodovayPedra 6utierre2| 
groom of the king's wardrobe, and Rodrigo46 
£sooredO| a native of Sevilie, and nephew of 
Fjray;iRadr%Q Peisez, with afi the powers the 
K^^and Qwien had delegated to hinu He left 
tbenr all. the goods, which had been sent for. traf- 
fidi:ieg^ being! a great amount, and everjr thing* 
belonging! lo the ship which had been wrecked; 
tfie goods be. directed should be traded* awaj for 
gdd. To these were added biscuit and wine for 
a' year, and the longboat of the ship, in order 
tbajt they mighty (beii^. . mariners for the most 
part) at ccmvenient opportunities, undertake the 
4iscoTe.ry of the gold mine, and a place propep 
for building a city, as this port did not suit him^ 
and espectally because the gold came from tht 
east, and (he fwther east they were, the nearer 
to Spain ; he also left them seed for sowing, hm 
secretary and alguacil, a ship-carpenter and calk- 
er, a good gunner and engineer, a cooper, a sur- 
geon and a tailor, all seamen. 
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Thurdaj/Jan. 3d. He did nol set sail to-dajf^ 
because the indians belongii^ to the ships i^ 
mained oo shore. At fi^ht three of theiH arri^ 
Ted, aud reported that the remainder with Iheif 
wires were comii^. The sea was settieHriiat 
MHigh^ iK^ sufieriag the boat to lie at the sbeMi 
The Admiral determined to s<iil, hy the grace <»f 
God, the next morning. He sajs that if he ^a4 
bad the earayel Pinta with him^ he should hav« 
been certain of obtaining a ton of goM, fdr ifi 
that case he should hare ventured to coast along 
these islands, which being alone, he dared inot da 
lest an accident should befal him and*, bindw im 
returning to Castile and informing the King afid 
Queen of the discoveries he had made. :fiireii 
had he been certain that the Pinta would arrivo 

« 

safe thither^ with Martin Alonzo Vvoim^ im 
should not have indulged his wish of sarvejHng; 
further these parts, as he feared that he m%h^ 
give a false relation to the King and' Q^een» ill 
order to escape the punishment which he meril^ 
ed for his misconduct in abandoning the Adiniral 
without leave, and thereby hinder the benefitd 
dbnsequent upon the discovery. He trusted that? 
our Lord would grant him a favorable passage^ 
and a remedy for all evils. 

Friday, Jan 4th. At sunrise they weighed an-* 
chor and stood out of the harbour with a light 
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ued 00 three leagues farther with the saiqe 
depth. ' Ai^terwards the depth diaunished \o 
twelve fathoms towards the highest part of the 
mouDtakii off against which they fouqd oioe fath- 
oms, the bottom beiog all a fine sand. Keeping 
OD ID tlus direction, they arrived between the 
mountain and the islet, where they foiind a fine 
harbour of smooth water, having three . fathoms 
and a half depth. Here they anchored^ and tl^ 
Admiral landed in* a boat. They found on shore, 
fire 'burning and other indications that fishermen 
had been there* Many stones of variegated col- 
jours were seen;* these were similar to those 
loitfid in San Salvador, and' were fit from their 
beauty to be used 'in the construction of churches, 
or royal edifices. Trunk? of the mastick tree 
were also meit witk This eminence called Mimr 
U Cristif says the Admiral, appears at a distance 
tike an island; 4t is lofty, finely shaped, and ac- 
wssibie. in every part. The country around is 
flat and consists of very beautiful fields. ' From 
this mountain they discovered a cape toward the 
east» twenty-four miles distant, wbjch was qaimed 
Cabo del Becerro. Withiu this distance lie sey* 
eral ree£s», which extend a couplq of leagues to* 
ward the sea; they appear to contain some 
channels which may be entered, but this should 
be done by day, with the boat sent ahead to sound. 

The shore within, f6r four leagues east; of the 

23 
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They foand four low sandy islets,* with a reef 
extending to the N W. and S£. Within is a lai^ge 
gulf which reaches from the mountain aboFe* 
mentioned, three leagues to the S W. It is 
throughout yery shallow, and abounding with 
banks, and along the coast are many streams not 
nayigable, although the sailor whom the Admiral 
sent in the canoe after the Pinta, related that he 
saw a riveii* which ships might enter. . They ail- 
chored here in nineteen fathoms wafer^atthedia* 
tance of three leagues from Monte Cristif where 
they remained all night, having kept off >from 
land to avoid the numerous shoals hereabouts. 
The Admiral here gives directions for sadiqg>to 
Villa de Navidad,* but as the coast is now knows^ 
it was not thought advisable to copy them. He 
concludes that Cipango must be in this isiaiid, 
and that it contains ^eat store of gold, spioest 
nastick and rhubarbs 

Saturday, Jan 5th» Just before sunrise, they 
set sail with a land-breeze, which afterwards 
shifted to the east. They espied near JIfoiilf 
Cristi within an islet, a good harbour where thoj 
might anchor that might. Standing to the £Sfi^ 
and afterwards to the SSE., they sailed' mt 
leagues towards that place and found seventeen 
i^thoms' water with a good bottom; they contin- 

* Les Sept Freres. f ^^o Tapioa. 
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ued ' OD three leagues farther with the saiqe 
depth. ' 4/[terwards the depth, diounished \o 
twelve fathoms towards the highest part of the 
mountaioi off against which they, fouod pipe ffitli- 
rOins, the bottom beiog all a fine ^Dd. Ke^iqg 
on in tins direction^ they' arrived between the 
mountain .and the islet, where they found a fine 
-harbour of smooth water, haviiig three , f^th^mis 
and a half 4epth. Here they anchoredf and tli^ 
Admiral landed id^a boat. They found on shore, 
fire'buming^and other indications that fishermen 
bad been there* Many stones of variegated ool- 
^flure were seen;- these w^re sinular to those 
ibund in San Salvador, and\ were fit fi*om their 
beauty to. be used 'in the oooBtniction of churches, 
or royal edifices* Trunks of the.mastick tree 
were also me(t witlk This eminence called Moft 
te Cristiy says the Admiral, appears at a distance 
like an island; ^ is lofty, finely shaped^ and.ac- 
wsaibie. in every part. The country around is 
flat and consists of very beautiful field& ' From 
this mountain they discovered a cape toward, the 
e^et^ ^went]»-four miles distant, which was i^aimed 
Co&o dd Be€erro. Withiu this distance lie sev- 
eral reefs, which extend a couple of leagues to* 
ward the sea; they appear to contain somn 
channels which may be entered, but this should 
be done by day, with the boat sent ahead to sound. 

The shore within, f6r four leagues east; of the 

23 
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mountain, is a fine beach^ and the country back^ 
level and beautiful; the rest t>f the d^stanoe, the 
land is very leftj, with tail mduntains of a de%ht* 
fttl appearance and under cultiyafion» Is the in#> 
terior is a chain of mountains^ the finest they had 
seen, and which cloeely resembles the Sierra oi 
Cordova. At a greater distance towards thd 
south and SE;, are other very high mountains^ 
with verdant and beautiful valleys of great extent. 
The whole abounds in streams of water and 
<^ers views of such variety that the tboUsandtb 
part could not be described. Towards the evst 
about a hundred miles distant, appears ad emio^ 
ence which is like Monit Cristi in siae abd shape ; 
from thence to the NE. the land is lower. 

Sunday, Jan. 6th« The harbour wa& fouod to* 
offer a good shelter against all winds except the 
N. and NEl, whi<»h however, the Admiral sayi^t 
are tiot common here> and eveif frodi these^ a^ 
safety may be obtained behind the islet Th^ 
depth is ftom three to four fatbomsb At sunrise 
they set sail and proceeded along the coast, 
which runs to the East. Many reefs of sand 
and rocks are scattered aloi^ its extent, of wbicb 
it is necessary to take heed; within them are 
very good harbours^ with entrances by channels 
between the shoals. In the afteTnoon the wind 
blowing strong from the E. a sailor was sent 
to the mast-head to look out for thcshaliowS) 
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when be discoT^red the oar^rel Pmtli t)e<ai4iig 
doifi^D iii>otl them before the wibd ; no good ai> 
chorege being found in th^ neighbor bood, tb« 
Admiral hove about aod &tood ' back for \Monit 
CW^/f from which they had gone tto leagues; 
^e PInta kept hi^ companj:, and Martin AIodzo 
Pifizon came on board the Nina to make his ex- 
cuaes, laying he had parted agannst his will; he 
offered several reasons for his conduct, which tht 
Admiral says were all totally faJse, as lie was actu- 
Bted solely by bis haoghtineas and aridity in 
abandoning him. He confessee hriKself unable to 
learn the cause of the unfairorable disposition 
which this man had tnanifested towards him 
throughout the Toyage ; but the immediate *oc>- 
casion of his desertii^ him, was the iufbrmatioa 
he got fi^om an indian which the Admiral had 
placed on board his vessel, that in sin island 
called ^ffein^^e^e h'b would find abundance of g(^ 
«od knowing his tessiel to be light and a swift 
s&iler he did ttot hesitate to abandon him as be- 
Ibre related. The Admiral concealed his re- 
sentment, that be might not aid the machijmtions 
of SataaiQ impedir^ the voyi^e,as he had hith- 
erto done, it was ascertamed that Martin Al- 
ortzo, on arriving at Baneque^ had not found any 
gold, and had thence returned to the coast of 
fi&panola, where from the information of the 
indians he expected to discover the mine. He 
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coasted along the island for a distance of fifteen 
leagues approaching near Villa de la Nayidad, 
in whicli progress h^ spent above twenty dajs, 
from this account it appeared that the reports 
giren by the indians, of his being seen in the 
neighborhood, upon the strength of which 
king Guacanagari sent the canoe after him^ were 
correct. The Admiral states that in - this time 
he obtained much gold by trading, buying for a 
thong of leather, pieces as big as the two filers, 
and at times as big as the hand. Of the metal 
thus acquired, he kept half himself, and divided 
the rest among his crew. The Admiral ' makes 
this remark, * Thus I perceive. Sovereign* 
Princes, that it was a providence of our Lord 
in suffering the ship to be cast away bere, it 
being the best place in the whole island for a 
settlement, and nearest to the gold mines.' Hd 
adds that be had learnt of another island behind 
that of /tmna toward the South, in which there 
was a still greater quantity of gold, and where it 
was found in grains of the size of a bean. In 
Espanola they are met with in the mines as large 
as kernels of wheat*' This first mentioned isle 
was csllled by the indians Yamaye.f From^ these 
places to the mam land, the distance was de* 

* Las Casas states that he has seen lumps of goM found 
in this last island^ which would weigh eight pounds. 

t Jamaica. 



scribed as ten days iroyage in a caooe, which 
m^ht be sixty, or seyentj les^goes. It was i^aid 
that the peo^de of the continent wwe clothing, 
aid ithe Admirai says he was informed by many 
petsotis of an island towards the. East inhabited 
solely by -women. ^ i * 

• •Monday,: Jan. '7th» The Admiral's caravel 
having a leak, he this day ^ ordered ' her to be 
calked^ and sent the sailors ashore for* woodi 
They found many mastick and aloe trees. ^ r 
Tuesday/ Jaa 8th. .The wQnd blowkig hand 
from theE. and SE.,* he did not sail to day, but 
continirad ^providing ^wood, water, and other ne^ 
eessariesHfor the voyage; It was the Admirals 
wish to coast along^the whole island of 'Eapaaol^ 
w hich he f m^hti have done* • upon his ckmrae 
homeward, but 'as he* considered that the* oap^ 
tains of the' two caravels wero brothers, namely 
Martib AloBzo Piozon^ and^Vinceht Yanez,^ and 
that they had a party attached to them, the 
whole ^of t^ whom had displayed great haugli*> 
tiness and avarice, disobeying* his commands, r^ 
gardlesB of. the honors he had conferred^ upon 
them, all whieh misdemeanors as well as^ the 
treachery of Martin Alonzoi,' in desei^tk^ him, 
he had winked at, without com plainii^, in order 
not to throw impediments in the way of the 
voyage— he thought it best to return home as 
quickly as possible. He adds, that he possessed 
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uukoy faithful men asioDg his crews, i>iit'r^8elTed 
to put up with the behayior of the refradtorjr 
ones, and not at such an unfarorable seMon urn 
dertabe their punishment. The Admiral iBnNit 
in the boat to a riyer which was situated a 
league to the SSW. from MonU OrisH^ and 
where the sailors got the water for the Tesseb. 
This rirer* was found wide and of a great idepth 
at' the mouth. The sand at the bottom, he says, 
was full of fine gold dust, and he imagined that ft 
was worn thus in its passage* down the riiJ^r. 
Many large grains were found «f -the ^aib of 
lentils,. and the finer sort was in great abundatiee^ 
The tide beii^- up, he ascended tb« riirer % 
stone's throw, in order to reach the fresh* Water-- 
hens the J filled the oaaks, and 'retm'ning to ^tnk* 
caravel, found bits of gold between the hoopi 
The Admiral named this rnrer Rio del Oroi(9nr^ 
er of Grold)tit has a narrow and shoal entetOM^ 
but immediately witbm there is great depth. \ts 
distance from ViUa de la Mamdad 4s sereiMeeil - 
leagiiesyt: within this extent are many^ other 
streams and in particular three, which from tlieir 
superior siae, theAdmiral thought mustcoaiiMai 
more gold than the one he risited. This last is 

ft 

*St. Yago '^ 

t Tbe true dtstanee is imly e^t lei^giies. 
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nearly HB targe a§ the Guadalquirir at Cordoya, and 
it Dot tMrenty leagues from the mines.'* The Ad^ 
miral eondiudes hj saying that he thought it not 
necessary to take on board any of the golden 
sandy as their Highnesses had it within iheir 
r^ach at the port of Nayidad, and especially be^ 
cause he wished to return with all speed, and 
comoiunicate! the news of bis discoveries, and 
get rid of the disagreeable society oP his refrac-^ 
tory-crew. 

W ^dnesday, Jan* 9th. At midnight they sef 
sail m^ith a Southeasterly wind, and steered to^ 
t|Mi; £N£*f io the erening they arrived and ao-r 
chored under t)ie shelter of a cape sixty mileflT^ 
Efistof Monte Crt^fv this he named Ptmta Roxa^X 
Here were eiteosire shoats, oo which account 
thi^ did not leave the (dace through the night* 
The land 'from MimU Cristi to the place where 
they. aiich<M*ed9 wea high but level, with beautiful 
fields, at a dfatanca bach appeared a chain of 
fine mountains running from £• to W., covered^ 
with cultivation and presenting a most enchant* 
ing view > Btreame of water were also in abun-^ 
dance* AU along the coast there are great mul- 

* Tliere ^ were mines withia four leagues, according to 
Las Casas. 

I Forty-two miles acoevdiiig to other accounts. 

I Pinta Isabelica* 
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tituijes of turtle^ of which, the sailors took somtt 
at Monte Crista as they came on shore to laj 
their eggs. They were as big : as a buckler of 
the largest size. The Admiral relajtes, that 
when op his visit to the Rio del Oro yesterday, 
be saw three mermaids standing high out of the 
wiater, they had faces something similar to those of 
human beings^but were pot so handsome as it was 
customary to represent them : he adds that he has 
formerly seen them in Guinea, upon the Pepper 
coast.* This nigqt, be says, he intends to set 
sail in the name of our Lord, without suffering 

' * These mermaids (serenas) were periiaps^-as tlie Sp«»- 
ish editor suggests, MamJiiesy which Oviedo in his Natural 
History of the Indies thus describes. * The JHbnofi is a 
hirge sea-«nima], exceeding Che shark in aiEe,'flnd'of an 
ugly appearance, reseml^iiog one of those wine bags^ used 
for containing must in Medina del Campo and Areviaio* 
Its head and eyes are like '(hose 'of a calf, and 'it luM a 
pair of large stumps ia the . place of arms, which . it |ii»i ■ 
for swimming. The creatore is very tame, and is acciis- 
lomed to approach hear the shore, where if it e&fjpiei wsf 
kerbs growing ntar the water, it feeds upon ^eiVL .XJiej 
are shot wi(h cross-bows, &.c. Cap. 85. — see also Herrera, 
I. 5. 5.Gomara C. 31. and Charlevoix, Hist, de St. D^ 
linngue, Lir. I. who describes this animal as fiirnished wi^ 
papS| with which it suckles its young. They give some 
relations about its having been tamed. The last author 
remarks, < lie premier qui s'est imagine que cb poiefeion 
pouvoit bien ^re la Sirene des Anciens fut Christophe 
Colomb, lequel donnoit volontiers dans tout le merveilleux 
qui pouvoit rend re ses decouvertes phis celebres.' It must 
be confessed that if Columbus took a Manati for a Mermaid, 
he could not have failed to notice its deficiency in one 
distinguishing quality ascribed to this fabulous being, for as 
Qomara observes ' tan feo ea, que mas $er no pmde.* 
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himself to be detained here longer by any thing ; 
liaviBg accomplished the main object of his^ en« 
terprise ; and as he is anxious to free himself 
from .the troubles which Martin Alonso causes 
him, and inform the King and Quew of his voy* 
age and' performances, ' after which' says he ^1 
shall no more soflfer the practices of worthlesk 
and malignant persons who behave with sock 
disobedience and want of respect to olie who has 
shown them so distinguished farors.* 

Thursday, Jan. 10th. They set sail from their 
anchorage, and at sunset catiae to a rirer,*^ 
which the Admiral named' Rio dt Ghteioj its 
distance was three leagues to the SE. They 
anchored at its mouth, findii^ a con? anient spot 
on the Eastern side. There is a baidL at the 
entradce, baring but two fathoms water, and the 
channel yery narrow. Withia is a harbour well 
inclosed, but abounding in worms, from which the 
cararel Pinta had suffered severely, she havii^ 
been, while absent from the Admiral, siiteon 

■ 

days here, trading for gold, the thing Martin Al- 
onzo was in quest of. It was ascertained that 
this man haying learnt from the indians that thf 
Admiral was upon the coast, and be could not 
miss him, he resolved to return to his company, 
having endeavored to procure all his crew to s we^ 
that they had been there but six days; but bis 

* Rio Chuxona Cbico. 
24 
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vmajDjf says the Admiral, was so appar^nt^ .that 
it could Dot be concealed. He had made regu* 
lations that the half of all the gold discoyered, 
or obtained bj barter, should be his property; 
and at leaving this place took; six of the indius, 
jTour men and two girls, on board his vessel by 
force ; these the Admiral ordered to be clothed^ 
and sent to their homes, ' which' he says ^ is for 
the service of your Highnesses, for they are all 
your Highnesses subjects, especially those of this 
island, where the people should receive all favor 
and respect from us, as the place contains so 
many i^ne countries with gold and spicery, ^md 
-the settlement which has been made. ' ; 

Friday, Jan. 1 1 th. At midnight they sa^ed froqi 
Rio de Gracia with a land-breeze, proceeding 
four leagues to the El. toward a cape which the 
Admiral named Belprado. SE. from this^ ^ 
a distance, according to his account, of eight 
ieagues, is a mountain which he called JUmie de 
Plata.* E. by S., eighteen leagues distant^is a 
cape which he named Ca6o delAngeL Between 
this and Monte de Plata is a gulf,t bordered by 
a most charming country, consisting of lofty and 
beautiful fields extending far into the land. At 
a distance back is a chain of mountains running 
from E. to W., very tall and presenting a beau- 

* Siher Mountain. It is very lofty, and always covered 
with a white cloudy which gives it a silvery appearance. 

t Port of St. Jago. 
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tiful view. At the foot of the mountain above- 
mentioned is an excellent harbour* having foflr-* 
t(^en fathoms depth at the mouth. The mom^'^ 
tain is lofty aiid handsome, covered wiffa'dettle^ 
ments, and, in the Admirals opinion cohtainft fine 
streams of water and much gold. • Foiir leagues 
E. by S. of Cdbo del Jlngd is a point which h^ 
called Pfwto delHietro.^ Four leagues farther 
on is another, named by hiin, Punta Seea.1lr. 
Another called Caho Redondo^§ six leagues bei^ 
yond that. East from this last^ is another, which' 
he named Cabo Frances^ beyond iVhich is a bay||= 
but which did not appear a good anchoritig 
place. A league from the bay is a cape' called 
CeAo del Btten tiempoj and another league S. by 
E. from this, a cape which he named Tajada. 
To the South another was seen, apparently 
fifteen leagues distant. They made a great pro* 
^ss this day, as both the witid and the curreqti^ 
Were favorable. Not darii^ (o anchor for felir 
of the shoals, they lay fo all night. i 

Saturday, Jan. 12th. At day-break they^ 
stood to the East with a fresh breeze, and sailed 
by sunrise twenty miles, the following two hours 
twenty-four miles, when they discovered land 

■ 4 . 

I 

* Port Plate. t Vmt^ Macuris. 

I Poota Sesua. ^ § Cabo de la Roca. 

11 Bahia Escoceda. 
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thjB South* fopty-e%fat miles difttmt They 
fo^iod they had gone 'm %he nightf twenty-eight 
mjJL^ io the NNE. StendiDg for the land ,they 
diiM)OFered. a c^pe which was named Oabo 40- 
F^rey Mij^^ as it b^. taw^rd the East twacljflS» 
of iineqiud size. Two leagues to the £ast»eH4^peD- 
iqg was. deicried between two large «K>uptaiii8|i 
which proTed to be a fine large harbour with a 
j^ood entrance* / 3eii^ so early, they did not 
enter, not wishing to Ipse time, as the wind thett 
blew /rem the NNW., ^thov^h for the moat 
p|E^ they hj^d fpw»d it t^ blow from the & 
^pptii^uing their course £• th^y came to a ^af^ei 
which the Admiiral ealiied Cako del ElMmemd^^ 
(|he loyer's cape) it <w^is<^. craggy rook, and xWj^ 
IfS^K ^% a distapce of thirty4wo miles £« of tfat 
Wbour 9.boyeixiientioi)edy mmed by hjm Fmni^ 
Sacra. From, thjs . pl$ice t\^ej cyscpy^red sm^th** 
er proaipi|utor|^§^ lof^i^r afid^bandsppier thim>.tbe 
last, of a roupd.^bape, $md4 all of rockf like;Ca|Mi 
St. Vincent in Port(^ftlf M was twelve aule^ i {i^ 
of Cabo Enamoradip- Arrired off jthis^ )ast, ithey 
disqoyered, between these ,twp beadl^nd^,^ ;^ei7^ 
laige bay|{(^ three leagues,f in breadth, >KithtJi 






* The peoinsula of Samaii&. 
t Cape of the Father and Son. 
X Cabo CalHToa. ^Cabo Samaaa. 

A ^Bye.if^ Sao^ani. 
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little isle ia the middle. They feuDd the water 
deep in the mouth near (he shore, where they 
aqchored in twelve fathoms, and sent the boat 
for water, and to oonrenie with the inhabitanta^ 
bat they all fled. The Admiral stopped here 
wishing to ascertain if this land was part of Es- 
panola. He was astonished at the great size of 
the island. * 

Sunday, Jan. 13th. They did not sail, as no: 
land breeze blew. The Admiral wished to go 
in search of a better harbour, as this was some- 
what unsheltered, and he was desirous of wit* 
nessii^ the conjunction of the sun, moon, and 
Mercury in opposition to Jupiter, which occa- 
sions high winds. The boat was sent on shore 
to procure aje$ for prorision ; they landed upon 
a beach in the neighborhood, and found sereral 
Indians with bows and arrows : they entered into 
eonreFsation with them, purchased their arms,^ 
and persuaded one of their number to accom- 
pany them on board the carayel, io visit the Ad- 
miral This man was of a m6re unpleasii^ ap- 
pearance than any that had yet been seen ; his 
face was smutted all over with charcoal, though 
in all parts they are accustomed to paint them- 
selves with a variety of colours. His hair was 
l^'Qgf gathered and tied behind, and adorned with 
parrot's fe&thers. He^ was tblaOy naked. The 
Admiral took him ttftaae of the Cariies who 
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were man-eaters, and believed that the gulf seen 
yesterday was a separation between Espanola 
and another island. He asked him for the Ca^ 
ribes^ and he answered by signs that their land 
was to the East in the neighborhood ; the Ad« 
miral says he saw it the day previous, before 
entering the bay* The indians informed him 
that much gold existed there, and in masses as 
big as the stern of the caravel. He called the 
metal tnoby not understanding it by caona, as it 
was called ih the other part of the island, nor by 
nazay^ which was the name of it in San Salvador^ 
ind the other islands. Copper, or base gold, was 
Called in Espanola tuob. The indian also spake 
of the island of Matininoj which according to 
his account, was peopled by women, without a 
single man, and contained miich tuob ; he describ- 
ed it as situated East of Carib. Another island 
containing gold he called Goanin.* The Admiral' 
says he had been informed of these islands some 
time before, and by several persons. In all the 
islands they had visited, he declares that the iih 
habitants entertained great fear of Caribj which 
in some parts they called Cantba, but in Espa- 
nola Carib. He thinks them to be a warlike 

i 

* Goanaij accordiDg to Las Casas, was th6 name girtn. 
by the Indians to a sort of inferior gold, which emitted an 
odor, and was highly prized by them. Carih was the In- 
dian name for the island of Porto tiico. 
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nation, as they make incursions upon the other 
islands and devour the prisoners whom they take. 
He understood some of thq words which this in- 
dian used, and by their help obtained the above 
intelligence ; the indians on board upderstood 
more, although there was a difference in their 
dialects, occasioned by their countries being so 
remote from one another. The indian above 
mentioned, after having been feasted, waa sent 
away with a present of beads, and pieces of red 
and green cloth, the Admiral requesting him to 
bring back gold, if he possessed- any, which wiets 
suspected from some thir^ he carried with him. 
When the boat arrived at the land, they discov- 
ered among the woods, fifty-five indiaps, armed 
with bows; they were all naked,^with coarse 
hair, as long as the women wear it in Castile ; 
the back part of their heads was adorned with 
bunches of the feathers of parrots and other 
birds. The indian in the boat, landihg, joined 
the others, and prevailed with them to lay down 
their arms, which consisted of bows and arrows 
with heavy wooden swords. They then came 
to the boat, and the crew landed and went to 
purchasing their arms, having been so ordered 
by the Admiral. The indians having sold two. 
bows, refused to part with any more, but pre- 
pared to attack the Spaniards, and running back 
.for their arms, returned bringing cords, for the 
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tasnj fakhM men among his t^revrs^ 4)iitTdsolT6d 
to put up with the heharior of the refractory 
0066, and Qot at such an uafaTorable season oo^ 
dertabe their punishmecit. The Admiral iMFtsai 
in the boat to a rir&r which was situated a 
league to the SSW. from MckU GrisH^ and 
where the sailors got the water for the resseb. 
Tills rirer* was found wide and of a great depth 
at the mouth. The sand at the bottom/ he sa;^ 
was full of fine gold dust, and he imagined that it 
was worn thus ta its passage* down theriirbr^ 
Manj large grains were found ef -the tfiae of 
lent ilB|. and the finer sort was in gt eat abundaiKm 
The tide being up, he ascended tb^ riirer -m 
stone's throw^ in order to reach the fresh Irafei^^ 
bene thej iiUed the oaaks, and 'returmng to thi^ 
caravel, found bits of ^old between the iioopsi 
The Adjniral named this rirer Rio del Oro,- (RiF-» 
er of Gold) tit has a narrow and sheal rniMmoe^ 
but immediately within there is great depth, its 
distance from VUla de la Mavidad is li e ^onte eii ■ 
leaguesyti within this extent are many - other 
streams end in particular three, which from tfaeir 
superior siae, theAdmiral thought must-coatim 
more gold than the coe he risited. This last is 

* St. Yago ^ 

t The true distanee is bnly eight lei^gaes. 
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Hearty as lai^e as (he 6iiadal<]uirir at CordoTd) and 
it not twenty leagues from the nunes.*' The Ad^ 
miral eondudes by saying that he thoi^bt it nof 
necessary to take on board any of the golden 
sand, as their Highnesses had it within <their 
reach at the port of Nayidad, and especially be^ 
cause he wished to returti with all speed, and 
communicate the news of his dboov^ries, and 
get rid of the disagreeaUe society of his refrac-^ 
tory crew. 

W ednesday, Jan. 9th. At midnight they sef 
wkii ^tth a Southeasterly wind, and steered t& 
t3itB. EI^JELf in the ereaing they mrived and an-' 
cfaored under the shelter of acape sixty milei^ 
E^stof Monte Cristi^ this he named Pwita JRojpo.^ 
Here were extensiiFe shoris, on which account 
they did not leave the place through the night*. 
The land^from Mantt Cristi to the place whepa> 
they, anchored) waa high but level, with beautiful 
fields, at a diatance bach appeared a cbain of 
fine mountains running from E. to W., covered^ 
with cultiv'ation and presenting a most enchant- 
ing view; streams of water were also io abuD-^ 
danoe* AU along the coast there are great mul- 

* There ^ were mmes witfam four leagues^ according to 
Las Casas. 

I Fort]r-two Hiiles acqof ding to other accounts. 

X Piiata Isabelica* 
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Majesty kMw What sti'ug^M it had cost hitii td 
s6t on foot thi^ entefprise, and that be alono had 
faTOi'ed hiiti bi^fore the King and Qaeen, aH 
dthers in the tiiost unrMsotiable lAann^r opposing 
him. H^ adds, * thes^ Ittst hare been the cause 
that the royal crown of your Highnesses does not 
fiosdesd at this day htk hundred millions of reve- 
tnie ihote than when 1 ^ntferfed your serrice, 
frota which time it will be seten years the twen- 
tiiith day of this month of January, without niei>- 
tibhing the increase to arrive herteafter. Biit Al- 
mighty God will remedy all/ 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 5th. The Admiral wii&hed to 
sail, as his stay could no longer be of any profit, 
6n account of the rupture with the ibdiaitis. Hie 
say^ he has discdVered that most of Him g6\A is ii 
the ifieighborhood of Villa de la JVmidoAf and 
that in the island otCarib, there is tntfch coppet, 
as also in Matinino. To iexplo^e the first, he 
thiViks will be difficult, on account of the fsrobity 
of the inhabitants, a:t^d the last is stated to be 
peopled sblfely by women. The ishmd of Cartb 
was seen from this place, and he determined, as 
they both la^n \iv& route, to visit tbeta and cap- 
turie some of the natives. He seM ^be buosrtto 
land, where f hey found that the king iiad not ar- 
rived, his town being at a distance ; he, however, 
sent his crown, which was of gold, as be had 
promised the day before, and many of \m men 



<:aQie turiogiDg cottoq, hve^d aQ4 OiK^y. ;^ ^^^?M^ 
'i/?ith boijirs s^nd arrows. Th^ tfa^c betwe^^n 
.them being fipiihed, there c^me^fpur jq^pg i^di^QS 
pn bp^ititbe.Qaravel, where they gave apgpqd ^n 
.accouqt to the Admral, of the island, to ^he ea^9 
which laj in bis course {ipme warily th^ be.de^i^];'- 
miiied to tjake them alopg w^th l^ini. ^Here he re- 
lates that, he bad discovered no iron nor ai:^ oth* 
er metal but. tho^ already mentioped,jp tb^^ 
quarters, aUhpugh b^ ackpo^ledges it impofssiblp 
to learn mpch of the country while they if^re 
ignorant of the language* and were several days 
in making the people understjand a single. t|)ii]|g. 
The bows berpvh^ describes as equal ]n..9izf$ to 
ibose of France and {Ipgland, and the ^rrp w,s just 
like the javelins used by tbe inh^jbitai^ts of the 
other isles, whiph are made o^ stalks of the c^e 
while in se^df they are vei;y ^tr^^ight, abo^t a 
yard and, a h^lf i;Q leqgth, and doubled, wif ha 
jibarp piece. of wood a span ^^od ^ half lojog ^t 
ihe end; at the point of this soj^e affix a fishes 
tpoth,.but the mo$t of tt^em, grass. These ^r* 
* rows are shot in a A^aciner which prevents their 
doing much. }^arai« A , gr;eat .. deal of cpttpn was 
fpwd at tlius place yery.fixiie and loqg. Mastiqk 
irees w^re in abuodanc^f wd the bows of the ip- 
dians appeared to be pdade nf yew. The jff^d 
was found to produce muph ajij which is the pep- 
per of the inhabitants,^ and JBore valuable than 
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the common sort ; they deem it very wholesome 
and eat nothing without it. Fifty caravels might 
be loaded every year with this commodity at 
Espanola. The Admiral states that he found 10 
this bay a great deal of that sort of weed which 
they met at sea upon their passage ; on which ac^ 
count he imagined there were islands extending 
to the east as far as the place where they first 
perceived it, as he held it for certain that this 
weed grew in shoal water near the land. He 
adds if the above be correct, these .Indies 
must be very near the Canary Isles, in his opin- 
ion less than four hundred leagues distant. 

Wednesday Jan. 16th. Three hours before 
day they set sail from this gulf, which the Admi- 
ral named Golfo de las Flechas^ (the Gulf of Ar- 
rows.) They had at first a land breeze, which 
afterwards shifted to the west, when they steer- 
ed east by north, for the island of Cart6, which 
contained the people of whom all the other in- 
dians stood in terror, as they were accustomed to 
scour all those seas with innumerable fleets of 
canoes, and devour their prisoners. One of the 
indians whom they had taken at the place last 
quitted, directed them upon the route. After 
sailing, as they judged sixty-four miles, the in- 
dians signified to them that the island was to the 

"^Bay&de Samana. 
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SE.,* when thej altered their ooui^e and pro^ 
ceeded in that direction, and ho ving sailed a couple 
of leagues, the wind Ireshened and blew very 
favorably for their rettfm to Spain. The crews 
began to despond at leaving their course home- 
ward, on account of the leaky state of the ves- 
sels, there being no remedy for it but the help of 
God, and the Admiral found himself constrained 
to change his course arjew, and steer directly for 
Spain. He accordingly stuped his route NE. by 
E., and sailed by sunset forty-eight miles or 
twelve leagues. The indians informed him that 
in this direction he would meet with the island 
of Matinino^ which was inhabited by women ; 
the Admiral was very desirous to visit the place 
and carry five or six of the inhabitants to Spain, 
but doubted whether the indians knew the 
course thither. Besides he was unwilling to be 
detained any longer with his leaky vessels. He 
says, however, that the fact respecting this island 
is certain, and that the inhabitants are visited at 
particular times of the year, by men from the isle 
of Cctribf which is about ten or a dozen leagues dis- 
tant, and the male children which are born, they 
send to that place, but keep the females them- 
selves. The Admiral believed these islands to 
be at the SE., and not more than fifteen or twen- 

• 

* Porto Rico. 



206 FIE8T ¥OYAOE 

tj leagues from the plaoe wbencie tbejr had t^- 
ed, but he thought the uidiaDS were unable; to 
point out the way. Lp^ing sight of a cape in 
Espanola, which he named San Tlurama^ and 
which bore west, siiteen leagues distant, they sail- 
ed twelve leagues E. by N. The weather was 
very fine. 

Thursday* Jan. 17th. At sunset yesterday,. the 
wind abated a little, and they sailed for fourteen 
glasses, each of half an hour or a trifle less« till 
the first watch, going four miles an hour, which 
made twenty*eight miles. The wind thei^ fresh- 
ened and they sailed under it the whole. watch, 
M'hick was ten glasses, and after wards-^ix mooe 
till sunrise, at eight miles an hour, makings in^ 
eighty-four miles or twenty-one leagues i^& by 
E« By sunset they sailed forty-four miles or 
eleyen leagues further, in an easterly dimttiofk 
Here a pelican come on board the caravel^ ^nA 
afterwards another. They saw much searweed.t 

Friday, Jan. I8th. Kept on their, course i^t 
night E. by S., and sailed forty miljas. or ten 
leagues. Afterwards steered SE. by E. tiU= sun- 
rise thirty miles, which are seven leagues and 
half. After sunrise sailed all day. with flight 

* Cape Samana. 

tThere is a shoal in this neigborhood, which they passed 
four leagues to the so|ith. 




wHidi, frdtn ffE* waA EL, stderitig' N. and 
NE., going tn the whole sixtjr miles or fifteen 
league. Bcit Irttle sea^weed was seen, and the 
AdoHFfil eays that yesterday and to^ay the ocean 
Was eoTered with tunmes, which as he thinks 
were accustomed to direct their coarse from 
these parts, to the fisheries where the Spaniards 
take them. A bird called a raHhorcada, which 
flew about the caravel, tod then went off to the 
SE,. caused the Admiral to think there were 
islands in that quarter.* 

Satimlay, Jan. 19th. In the night they sailed 
flftynsix miles Khy E., and sikty-four NE. by N. 
Afier sunrise the wind blew fresh from ESEl, 
and they •stood NE. and afterward N£. by N^ 
goii^ eigfaty'-four miles, or tweiity«one leagues. 
The -sea was covered with tundesiof a small size, 
and they saw pdicans, iropb birds, and roiiAor- 
oadoes. 

Sunday, Jan. 20th. The wind died away at 
night, and afterwards blew insqualls ; they sail- 
ed twenty-miles to the NE. After sunrise elev- 
en miles tb the SE.,^and then ihirty-six miles or 
nine leagues to the NN£. A vast munber of small 
tunnies were «een ; the air was £resh and soft as 
at Seville in April or May, and the sea ' many 

thanks to God' says the Admiral, always smooths 

i 

* The Antilles or windward islands lay in this direetioo. 
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RabihorcadoeSj pardelfls, and manj .other hirds 
appeared. . . i . 

Monday^ Jan. 21 si. Yesterday, after, sunset 
they sailed R by E., with the wind E. and NE.^ 
going eight miles an hour till midnight, which 
make fifty-six miles. Afterwards they steered 
NNE., and sailed at the same rate through 
out the night, making a hundred and four miles^ 
or twenty-six leagues. After sunrise kept on the 
same course, with the wind at E., sometimes va- 
rying their course to the NE., sailing in eleven 
hours, eighty-eight miles or twenty-one leagues, 
subtracting one which was lost in waiting to 
speak with the Pinta. The air was found cool, 
and this was expected to increase every day as 
they advanced toward the north, and had longer 
nights. A great many tropic birds, pardelas and 
other fowl were seen, but not so great a multi- 
tude of fish as before, which was thought to be 
owing to the greater coolness of the water. 
Weeds also in abundance. 

Tuesday, Jan. 22d. After sunset last evening 
they stood to the NNEL, with the wind from E. 
to SE., and sailed eight miles an hour for five 
glasses, adding throe which were sailed before 
the watch, in all eight, which make seventy-two 
miles or eighteen leagues. Afterwards sailed NE. 
and N. six glasses, eighteen miles further. Then 
four glasses of the second watch to the NE., six 
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miles an hour, which make three leagues. Then 
till sunrise £N£., eleven glasses, six miles an hour, 
making eight leagues and a quarter. Then 
ENE. till eleven o'clock in the forenoon, thirty- 
two miles, when it fell calm and they made no 
further progress. The indians went into the 
sea to swim. Tropic birds and much weed were 
seen. 

Wednesday, Jan. 23d. Last night there were 
many changes of the wind ; making all the cus- 
tomary calculations and allowances, they suppo- 
sed their course had been eighty-four miles or 
twenty-one leagues NE. by N. The Admiral 
hove to many times for the Pinta, she sailing 
badly upon the wind, having little aid from her 
mizzen, as the mast was unsound. The Admiral 
remarks that if the captain, Martin Alonzo Pinzon 
had taken as much care to provide himself with 
a new mast in the Indies, where there are so 
many fine trees, as he had exerted in running 
away from him in the hope of loading his vessel 
with gold, they would not have laboured under 
that inconvenience. They saw many tropic 
birds and much weed ; the sky was totally over- 
cast, but no rain : the sea all the time smooth as 
a river, * many thanks be to God' says the Admi- 
ral. After sunrise they bore away to the N^., 
and sailed thirty miles, or seven leagues and a 
half; then ENE. as much further. 

26 
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Thursday, Jan. 2^h. All last night the wind 
kept shiftily toward the NE^ and thej safled 
forty'four miles, or eleTen leagues; after sunrise 
ENE. fourteen leagues* 

Friday, Jan. 25th. At night, sailed ENE., 
three glaHses, nine leagues and a half, then NNE. 
Hix miles further. After sunrise, the wind dying 
away, they made no more than twenty-eight 
miles, or seven leagues toward the ENE^ till 
Dight. The sailors took a tunny and a very 
large shark, which was a seasonable supply of 
food, for they had nothing to eat but bread and 
ajes from India. 

Saturday, Jan 26th. At night continued their 
course East by South, fifty-six miles, or fourteen 
leagues. After sunrise stood Southeasterly, and ^ 
nailed by eleven o^clock forty miles. Then hove 
about and stood upon the wind twenty-four miles 
or »ix leagues to the North. 

Suudnv, Jan. 27th. After sunset steered 
r^E. niul N., sailing five' miles an hour for thirteen 
houl>^ which make sixty-five miles, ^rsixteen 
loa^uo%ii ami a half. At sunrise sailed NE., 
twi)uty4our miles^ or six leagues, till noon, and 
fi^>iu ihut time till sunsets tliree leagues to the 
ENE. 

Mmnl^y, Jm 28th. All n%ht steered ESE, 
third v*^ miles or uiue leagues,^ and firom sunrise 
lit) uight% twc'iity miles further in the same direc- 



OF COLUMBUS. 211 

tion. The air was soft and mild. Saw tropic- 
birds, pardelas^ and much weed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 29. Steered ENE. in the night, 
with a Southerly wind, sailir^ thirty-nine miles or 
nine leagues and a half. By day eight leagues 
further. The air mild, as in Castile in April, and 
the sea smooth. Many dories leaped on board. 

Wednesday, Jan. 30th. At night sailed seven 
leagues ENE. In the day, thirteen leagues and 
a half South by East. Saw tropic-birds, and 
abundance of tunnies and weed. 

-Thursday, Jan. 31st. Sailed in the night 
thirty miles North by East, then NE., thirty-five 
miles, in all sixteen leagues. From sunrise till 
night, steered ENE., thirteen leagues and a half. 
Tropic birds and pardelas were seen. 

Friday, Feb. 1st. In the night sailed ENE., 
sixteen leagues and a half; in the day, twenty- 
nine leagues and a quarter, in the same direction. 
The sea very smooth, * thanks to God,' says the 
Admiral. 

Saturday, Feb. 2d. During the night sailed 
ENE. forty miles or ten leagues. In the day^ 
with the same wind astern, sailed seven miles an 
hour, going in eleven hours, seventy-seven miles, 
which are nineteen leagues and a quarter. The 
sea verjr smooth, thanks to God, and the air soft. 
The sea was so covered with weeds that those 
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unacquainted with them would have taken them 
for shoals. Pardelas were seen. 

Sunday, Feb. 3d. The wind astern at night, 
and the sea smooth, thanks to God, they sailed 
twenty-nine leagues. The polar star appeared 
as high as at Cape St. Vincent, but the mdtion of 
the vessel would not allow them to take its alti* 
tude with the astrolabe or quadrant. In the day 
continued their course EN£«, sailing ten miles an 
hour, going in eleven hours twenty-seven leagues. 
Monday, Feb. 4th. At night, steered East by 
North, going ten and^leven miles an hour; sailed 
a hundred and thirty^ miles, which are thirty-two 
leagues and a half, v The sky was very cloudy, 
with rain, and the air began to grow cold, for 
which reason the Admiral says he knew he had 
not yet reached the Azores. After sunrise, altered 
their course to the East. All day sailed seventy- 
seven miles, which* are nineteen leagues and a 
quartet*. 

V Tuesday, Feb* 5th. All night sailed East^ 
fifty-four miles, or thirteen leagues and a half ; in 
the day ten miles an hour, for ele^ven hours, mak* 
riig a hundred and ten miles, or twenty-seven 
;>l^ leagues and a half. Saw pardelqs and some small 

-* sticks, a sign that they were near land. 
•t> Wednesday, Feb. 6th. In the night steered 
""; . East, eleven miles an hour, going a hundred and 
forty-three miles, or thirty-five leagues aujd a 
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quarter, in thirteen hours. Saw many pardelas 
and other birds. In the day. sailed fourteen miles 
an hour, making, day and night about seventy-four 
leagues. Vincent Yanez said that this momii^ 
the island of Flores bore North, and that of Ma* 
deira, East. Roldan stated that the island of 
Fayal or that of St. Gregory bore NE., and 
Porto Santo, East. Many weeds were seen. 

Thursday, Feb. 7th. All night sailed East, 
ten miles an hour, making in thirteen hours, a 
hundred and thirty miles, or thirty-two leagues 
and a half. In the day, eight miles an hour, 
eighty-eight milei^ or twenty-two leagues. This 
morning the Admiral was by his reckoning, ser- 
enty-five leagues south of the island of Flores. 
The reckoning of Pedro . Alonzo, the pilot, cs^rri- 
ed him as far North as a point between Tercera 
and Santa Maria, and to the East, twelve leagues 
beyond the meridian of Madeira* The sailors 
saw a great deal of weed, different from that ob* 
served before, and of that sort which abounds in 
the Azores. Afterwards met with it of the for- 
mer kind^ 

Friday, Feb« 8th. At night sailed three miles 
an hour, to the E. for some time, then SE^; going 
twelve leagues during the night. From sunrise 
till noon, sailed twenty-seven miles, and from that 
time to sunset, as much farther; in all, thirteen 
leagues SSE. 
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Saturday, Feb, 9th. Part of the night sailed 
SSE. three leagues, then S. by E., afterwards 
NE. five leagues till ten o'clock, thence till night, 
nine leagues to the East. 

Sunday, Feb. 10th. After sunset sailed E. all 
night, going a hundred and thirty miles, or 
thirty-two leagues and a half; from sunrise till 
night sailed nine miles an hour, making ninety- 
nine miles, or twenty four leagues and three 
quarters. On board the Admiral's caravel, reck- 
onings were kept by Vincent Yanez, the two 
pilots, Sancho Ruiz and Pedro Alonzo f^ino, and 
Roldan. All these, by their own accounts were 
far beyond the Azores to the E., and no one so 
far north as Santa Maria, which is the most south- 
erly of the group, so that their reckonings 
brought them in the neighborhood of Madeira or 
Porto Santo. The Admiral was much behind 
them, finding himself that night S. of the island 
of Flores, and in the latitude of Nafe in Africa. 
Thus their accounts made them nearer to Spain 
than his by an hundred and fifty leagues. He 
remarks that by the grace of God they shall find 
upon making land, who is the most^ correct. 
He further observes that upon their passage 
out they sailed two^hundred and ,sixty-three 
leagues before they met with the weeds. 

Monday, Feb. 11th. Kept on their course in 
the night, twelve miles an hour, and sailed 
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thirty-nine leagues ; in the day, sixteen and a 
half. Saw many birds, on which account they 
thought themselves near land. 

Tuesday/ Feb. 12th. Sailed E. six miles an 
hour through the night, going seventy-three 
miles, or eighteen leagues and a quarter. Here 
the wind began to blow furiously with a heavy 
sea, and if the caravel had not been a good ves- 
sel, and well prepared, they would have been in 
danger of perishing. During the day they sailed 
eleven or twelve leagues with much labour and 
hazard. » 

Wednesday, Feb. 13th. From sunset till day, 
they laboured exceedingly with a high wind and 
furious sea ; it lightened three times in the NE., 
which in the Admiral's opinion was a sign of a 
violent tempest from th^t, or the opposite quar- 
ter. They scudded under bare poles most of 
the night, and afterwards set a little sail and 
went fifty-two miles or thirteen leagues. In the 
day the wind remitted somewhat, and then 
sprung up with more violence; the sea was 
terrible, running cross and causing the vessel to 
labour excessively. They made a progress of 
fifty-five miles, or thirteen leagues and ^ half. 

Thursday, Feb 14th. In the night the wind 
increased, and the sea was most tremendous, the 
waves crossing and dashing against one another, 
so that the vessel was overwhelmed, and not able 
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to get out from between them. The foresail 
was set very low, in order to carry her somewhat 
out of her dangerous situation ; they stood under 
it for three hours,;^oing twenty miles, when the 
wind and sea increasing, they began to drive be- 
fore it, not liaving any other remedy. At the 
same time, the Pinta, in which was Martin 
Alonzo, began to scud likewise, and they soon 
lost sight. of iier, although the two caravels made 
signals to one another by lights, until from the 
fury of the storm they were no longer percepti- 
ble. The Admiral drove all night to the N£. by 
£., going fifty-four miles or thirteen leagues. 
At sunrise the wind still increased, and the cross 
sea grew more and more terrible ; they set the 
foresail again, low, to carry them out from be- 
tween the waves, among which they expected to 
be crushed. They kept to the ENE., and after- 
wards to the NE. going in six hours thus, seven ' ^ 
leagues and a half. The Admiral ordered that 
lots should be cast for one of them to go on a 
pilgriqaage to St. Mary of Guadalupe and carry 
a wax taper of five pounds weight ; he caused 
them all to iake an oath that the one on whom 

■.r\'- 

the lot feif^should perform the pilgrimage. For 
this bo'rpose as many peas were selected as 
there were persons on board, one of them 
wliS marked with a cross, and the whole shaken 
together in a cap. The first who put his hand 
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irr, Mras' iht Admiral, stnd h^ drew the crossed 
pesu Sb the lot felf upon him, and be looked ' 
irponr hraiself as botind to accompNsti the pil- 
grimage. Another lot was taken for a pilgrioi* 
stge to St. Mary of Loretto, in the marc of Anco- 
na, territory of the pope, which is the house 
where Odr Lady has performed so nlany mira- 
cles, this feR upon a sailor of Puerto de Santa 
Maria, called Pedro de Villa; the Admiral 
promised to furnish him with money for his ex- 
penses. A third lot was determined upon, for 
the selection of a person who should, watch a 
whole night in St. Clara de Moguer, and hare a 
mass said there ; it fell again upon the AdmiraL 
After tbis, he and all the crew made a vow to 
go in procession, clothed in penitential garments, 
to the first church dedicated to Our Lady 
which they should meet with on arriving at land, 
and there pay their devotions. 

Besides these general yows, every individual 
made his private one, alt expectir^ to be lost, so fu- 
rious was the rage of the hurricane. ^Fbeir danger 
was increased by the want of ballast in the vessel, 
as their provisions were mostly consumed, and their 
wine and v^ater gone, which deficiencies the Ad- 
miral had neglected to supply among the islands, 
because he wished to husband his time in making 
discoveries, and expected to take in ballast at the 
isle of the women, which he intended to visit. 

27 
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All the remedy they couid devise in the present 
extremity was to fill with sea-water such empty 
casks as they could get at, and in this manner 
they obtained some relief. 

Here the Admiral states the circumstances 
which caused him to fear that our Lord would 
suffer them to perish, and others which gave 
him hope that he would bring them safe to 
land, and not allow the important information 
they were carrying to the King and Queen to 
be lost. ^He seems to have felt the most anxious 
^sire to have his great discovery known, so that 
the world might be convinced the assertions made 
by him. had been correct, and that he had accom- 
\ plished what he professed himself able to do ; 
i the thought of this not being dune, gave him the 
I greatest inquietude, and he was perpetually in ap- 
prehensions as the smallest trifle might defeat 
his whole undertaking.* He ascribes this to his 
want of faith and confidence in the Divine Provi* 
dence, but comforts himself in reflectii^ upoQ the 
many mercies God had shown him in having ena- 
bled him to conquer all his adversities and hindrao- 
ces in Castile, and accomplish his great discovej^. 
And as he had made the service of God the aim 
and business of his undertaking, and he had hith- 
erto favoured him in granting all his desire, he 
indulges a hope that he will continue that favour, 

^ Cada mosquito le podia perturbar y impediar. 
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and secure him a safe arrival. Especially he re- 
flected that he had deliyered him when he had 
much greater reason for fear, upon ihe outward 
voyage, at which time the crew rose up against 
him, and with an unanimous and threatening voice, 
resolved to return back, but the eternal Gdd 
gave him spirit and valour against them alL 
With these thoughts and the consideration of 
other wonderfuLfevors he had experienced^ he 
says he ought not to be in fear of the tempest ; 
but be adds that his apprehensions and the an- 
guish of his mind would not allow him to rest-; 
beskles, he continues, his anxiety was increased 
in reflecting upon the state of his two sons wh€>m 
he had left at their studies in Cordova, these 
would be left orphans in a foreign land, and 
the King and Queen being ^orant of the ser- 
vices he had rendered them by the voyage, 
would not feel any inclination to provide for 
. them. On this account^ and that their H%h- 
nesses mi^t be informed that our Lord had 
granted success to the enterprise in the discov- 
ery of the Indies, and m^ht know that storms 
did not prevail in those quarters,* (which was 
apparent from the plants and trees- growing 

* It was a very fortunate circumstance for Columbus 
tliat he arrived in the West Indies so late in the year. 
The hurricane season was just past, and had he reached 
there a month sooner, it is probable one of those dreadful 
tempests would have destroyed his whole fleet. 



down to' the v«rj brink of the saSf) be 4e¥kedl 
a method of aoqiiainting them with the <nnm»- 
$taDoeB .of the voyage in case (hey should • perish 
m the storm ; this he performed by wviting wpoa 
perchment an aeooimt of it, aa full aa posBiUe^ 
^nd earnestly entrealang the finder to carry it te 
the Kii^ and Queen of Spain. The parchment 
^ag roUed up in a waxed cloth, and iiwU tied ; It 
laarge wooden cask being; then produced, he placF 
ed it within, and threw it into ^be sea, none ft the 
xrew knowing what it was, but all taking it for 
jsome act of devotion. Violent sbowera of rain 
followed, and the wind siufted to the West, whem 
they scudded before it under the fbreaml fiv^ 
'hours, with a tremendous sea, goiqg two tle^gues 
<«nd aijialf to the N£. The mainsail was:tabefi 
in, iest the «ea should oai^ry it away alto^lheiw 
Friday, Feb. 15 th* .After sunset last night, 
the sky bc^an to grow -ciear in the West,<and( the 
wind inclined to that quarter^ The bonnet wfi 
liet upon the mainsaiL The sea was higfb, .but 
libatii^. They steened £N£. four milea- as 
hpur, and during the night went thirteen Jeegueik 
At sunrise they discovered land ahead, which aopie 
thought to be J^iladeira,' and otheis the jnacdt id 
Gintra near Lisbon. The land being about fire 
leltgues distant, the wind suddenly eaae round- to 
the £N£#, directly ahead, i^pooi^ding to the 
AdmiraTs reckoning they were near tfa^' Azoresi 



others wepe bj ihair ealptf laltaQ near Spaia. 

RitMrdajr, Feb. 19tk AH oight^^ thejr bea4 
l^in9t the wind ibe ll>e fcuid, wbiobwM^lbuiid to 
be aoMlaad. Tbtysterod 4t theNC and NN£. 
tiU suet iee^ wbeto tbej bore ^bont for the Sontb, 
io 'quest of ibe islaii4^ wbiob nai faiddM ' irciai 
tbem bjs 4)bi}d$9 and diacxivered. another kiaod 
aaterii^ at : ^bm 4iataMe ojf eight leagiiesu From 
eunriseitiU.^B^t tbey ceiiliwad beataqg for the 
ialaiiil, igaiust a rioleDt wiqd aodbeary aea. At 
Ibo tioie of.aayi^ th^Mlve which k ia the b^ 
giooH^ ol'ltie Dightf a tight was eeeo by seoie o( 
ihe crew to loewald, which affiearod tebe the 
Maid first sera yesterday* AU night they Jbopt 
plying to windward^ to discover, if posaibU^ the 
islands by sunrise. The Admiral toedk a^ littki 
i^stt baTing sinoe Wednesday, neither slept toor 
been able to do so^ he lound himself eiceediDg* 
ly lame from exposure tp the cdd «id waire% 
and tho little food which he bad tahea Tbejp 
steered SSW,, and at nighl espied an islliBd» 
which, by peason of the doods, they did not *# 
cognise. A 

Me»day, Fefai. ISdi. Alter eimset last o%ht 
they sailed round the idand to find an anehoT'* 
age and camm«ipiea*o with those on-shore. An 
anchor was dropped which they qmckly lost, and 
wwo oU%ed to pot to sea agam^ beating to 
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Castaneda, and stated that he was well acquaintr 
ed with the Admiral, but. could not yisiti him (m 
account of the night He promised to come on 
board in the morning with other refreshments, 
and brii^ with him the throe Spaniards who had 
been sent on shore, and whom as he declared, 
he detained for the great pleasure of hearing 
them relate the particulars of the vojsfge. The 
Admiral ordered every respect to be shown 
towards the messengers of the Captain, and 
assigned them beds for sleeping on board, as it 
was late and the town distant* And remember^ 
ing the vow they had niade during the storm, to 
go in penitential garments to the first church 
dedicated to Our Lady, which they should meet 
on comii^ to land, he directed that one half the 
crew should go and fulfil their vow at a hei^mit- 
age near the shore, and himself with the other 
half afterwards. Not seeing any thing to fear on 
the land, and confiding in the offers of the Cap- 
tain, and the amity which subsisted between Pcir- 
tugal and ^Jastile, he requested the three »»land- 
ers to go to the town and send him an ecclesi- 
astic for the purpose of reciting a mass. The 
crew being at the hermitage at their devo* 
tions in accomplishment of the vow, the whole 
population attacked them with horse and foot, 
the Captain at their head, and took them all 
prisoners. Meantime the Admiral continued 



WaitiDg^ without anj suspicion, for tb^ i^urn 
of the bodt, that he mi^ht go with the rest of 
the crew m their turiL About efeyeo o'clock in 
the forenoon, seeii^ nothing of his meUi he be- 
putk to suspect that the Portuguese had detained 
them, or the boat was wrecked, the shore beii^ 
high and rockj. Nothing could be discovered 
on land, as the hermitage was situated behind a 
point He ordered the anchor to be weighed, 
and they made sail till they came off against the 
place, when they discovered many persons on* 
horseback, who alighted and entering the boat 
with their arms, came off towards the caravel^ 
for the purpose of capturing the Admiral. The 
captain stood up in the boat and demanded a se* 
curity of the Admiral, who replied that he would 
grant the request, but wished to know why none 
of the Spaniards were in the boat ; he inrited 
him OD board the caravel, promising to satisfy 
all his demands ; this he did in order to make a 
prisoner of him and recover his crew, but the 
Captain finding he was unlikely t6 succeed in 
his attempt, did not dare come on board. The 
Adnural seeing that he could not entice him into 
his hands, demanded to be informed, why he 
detained his men, and how they had offend- 
ed the king of Portugal, adding that in the 
dominions of the King and Queen of Castile, the 
Portuguese were treated with every respect and 



^ 



w^r^ as fr^e and safe as at Lisbdn. He further 
informed hiin that his sorereigns had given him 
letters of recommendation to all tSrinces, Soye^ 
reigns and commanders in the world, which h^ 
was ready to ethibit if desired ; and that he was 
their Admiral of the Sea and Viceroy of the In- 
dies, which then belonged to their Righnessesl 
The commission to this effect, s^ed and sealed 
by their hands he displayed to the captain who 
r^matbed at a distance. To these representa* 
tions he subjoined others relatii^ to the amity 
which subsisted between the King and Queen of 
Castile and the King of Portugal, and the or- 
ders which had been given by the former td 
treat with respect all Portuguese ships. If 
notwithstanding these considerations, he refus- 
ed to release his crew, he stated that he should 
not be hindered from proceeding to Castile, as hd 
had men eqough left to navigate his vessel to 
Seville, and the Captain and his followers would 
be severely punished for th^ injuiy they had 
done him. The Captain and others id the boat 
replied that they knew nothibg there of the 
King and Queen of Castile, or their commissions,' 
nor cared tor thein, but would make the Span- 
iards learn what the Portuguese were, expecting 
to intimidate the Admiral. This gave him much 
anxiety, suspecting that some difference had 
arisen between the two kingdoms since bis de- 

28 
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parture, and he could not refrain from answering 
the Captain in such a manner as his conduct mer- 
ited. The Captain stood up again in the boat 
and ordered him to proceed with the caravel 
.to the harbour, adding that all he had done was 
bj order of the king, his master. The Admiral 
ordered all on board his yessel .to bear witness 
to these transactions, and called out to the Cap- 
tain and those with him, vowing that he would 
not leave the caravel till he had carried a hun- 
dred of the Portuguese to Castile, and depopu- 
lated the island. He then returned to his anr 
chorage in the harbour, as the wind and weathcir 
did not admit of taking any other course. 

Wednesday, Febw 20th. The Admiral ordered 
the vessel to be set in order, and the casks to be 
filled from the sea for ballast, as the harbour 
was very bad, and he feared the rocky bottom 
would cut the cables, which in fact happened, 
and they put to sea toward the island of St. Mi- 
chaeL There was no harbour in all the Azores, 
which was safe from the weather which th^n 
prevailed, and the only remedy was to stand off 
to sea. 

Thursday, Feb. 21st. They left the i&laod of 
St. Mary last night for that of St Michael, in 
search of a harbour against the bad weather, the 
wind being high with a heavy sea. They sailed 
all night without seeing any land, by reason of the 
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clouds, and the obscurity which the wind and sea 
caused. The Admiral says, he was under some 
concern, having but three experienced sailors on 
board, the remainder being ignorant of maritime 
affairs. They kept lyif^ to with much labour 
and dai^er from the violence of the storm. In 
one ilespect Our Lord showed his mercy, the sea 
$tnd wuSi came in one direction, had they been 
cross^ the damage suffered would have been 
Qduch greater. At sunrise, not seeing the island 
of St. Michael, the Admiral resolved to return 
to St. Mary's, and attempt the recovery of his 
c^ew, with the boat and anchors which had been 
lost. 

He expresses his astonishment at the furious 
storms among these islands, having sailed in the 
Indies all the winter without beii^ forced to 
anchor by the weietther, and not having for a single 
hour witnessed the sea unfit to navigate. He 
remarks that he met with stormy weather upon 
the passage outward till his arrival at the Ca- 
naries, but after that, had always a smooth sea 
and fine wind. He draws the conclusion that 
the theol(^ians and learned philosophers had 
very justly placed the terrestrial paradise at the 
extremity of the East, the climate there beii^ 
exceedingly mild. This is the region, he says, 
that he has discovered. 
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• Frkbj, Felx22d. Yestorday they anchored 
at the isbmd of St. Marj, in the place they had 
oxnpied before, and preBendy a man came dam* 
bering down the rocky shore opposite thei% and 
called out for them not to leave the place. 
Shortly after^ came the boat with Are laSors, 
two ecclesiastics, and a notary. They demanded 
a securi^, which being given by the Admiral, 
they came on board, and; it being night slept 
there, he showing them every respeet in his 
power. In the morning they requested to see 
his commissions from the King and Queen of Caa- 
tile, that they m^ht be satisfied he bad made the 
voyage by their order. The Admiral was sen- 
sible that they did this by way of a colour for 
theiiT pluvious conduct^ wishing to get free from 
the afiair as well as they, could, having faded in 
the attempt to seize hint It appeared that 
they were apprehensive he would carry .his 
threat into effect The Admiral in order .to 
regain his men, thought fit to show them the 
King and Queen's letters, and his other coittmis- 
sions, he then treated them with such thingis as he 
bad^ and dismissed them contented ashare. Tlie 
crew in the idadd were thmi released, and.came 
on board in the beat ; from them theAdoiical 
learned that had the Portuguese succeeded in 
taking him, he would never have got free^ for 
as the Captain stated, the King his master had 
given orders to that effect 



Salufdaj^ Veh . SSdi -• YeBterdajr the weather 
began to growr&rooraUe; th^ weighed an* 
c^oTy and «atled roendtho^ iabuid, aeerohkig for 
a good anchorage^ te take ie wood,} and atone for 
ballast. Gould not aacceed till* eveaiDg. 

Sundayv Febw'24th. .Game toandherJaat ere>- 
lUDg, but the fliBa being high, thehoat was not 
able te land. . At the j&rst watch ^£ d^i eighty 
the wmd be^» to Uow from the.W.^and SWl 
and the Admiral ordered the: eaik te he aet$ 
as it was dangerous in thoee ialands t4 lieat an- 
chor with a .SoiithBrl|r windi afeid irou the S W. 
it quieUjr.ahiftBto & Seeing! thai it blew Spt 
Torabij for the passage to Castile,, he resolred 
not to wait for the wood and ballast, apA ordered 
to steer to the Ei^^'m which dtraftioa ,the}F. sailed 
till senrise, for the sfiaca of six hours and e ball^ 
seren miles an. hour, going Ibrtj-five miles and a 
half. From.saorise till sunset they: sailed eis 
mUesiaa houn, geiii^aixiflBii milea, in all twent|^ 
e^htleagueai :;■••. r j w-- -• .;! ... 

iMofldajr^ Fefa«! 25tfau Alker eweat last laght 
the J 4M(pt on^ their eoorse EL^ ifire' miles an hour 
till suDsel, sailing sixtj^fife aodea or sixteen 
lei^ev and ej^pBtrter; * Foom Aheece till sunrise 
the ndit eriDnoDg^ sixAeen leagileaimd a half, the 
;sea smooth^ thanks t)a<€k)d»<} There came to the 
vessel a iFeiyJaige -bird like an: eagle# 

Tneedi^, J!eb^ li&ltb. : i Contimied their course 
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£., after suDset, the sea smooth, tfaapks.to God^ 
For the most of the night satted eight miles an 
hour, going a hundred .miles, cur tweatjr-^Te 
leagues. After sunri^ the wind grew light wkb 
showers. Went about eight leagues to the £N£L 

Wednesday, Feb. 27th. . Last night aadvalL 
this day they were driven out of their eourae 
by the contrary wind and heavy sea. The Ad« 
miral found himself by his reckonisg, one hanp- 
dred and twenty-five leagues from Cape St Vm^ 
cent, eighty from the island of Madeira, and one 
hundred and six from that of St. Mary« He 
was much afflicted at meeting withBuch a storm! 
so near home. 

Thursday, Feb. 28th. Kept on in the same 
manner through the night, the wind varying, 
from S. to SEh and NE. the same throi^h the 
day. 

Friday, March 1st. In the night sailed E. by 
N., twelve leagues ; in the day, twenty-throe 
leagues and a half in the same direction. 

Saturday, March 2d. At night kept on their 
course E. by N., sailii^ twenty-eight leagues ; by 
day, twenty more. 

Sunday, March 3d. After sunset continued 
their course E. A violent squall struck the 
vessel and split all the sails. They were in im- 
minent danger, but God saw fit to deliver them. 
A lot was ordered for the choice of one to go c» 
a pilgrimage in penitential garments to St. Mary 
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^# la Cinta, in fluelba, and the lot fell again upon 
the AdmiraL Thej all made a tow to fast upon 
.-bread and water the first Saturday after their 
arfiTal. Svstj miles bacl becin sailed before the 
sails ~ were spHt,* afterwards they drove under 
bare^les, ynth a fiirious' tempest and cross sea. 
Signs ^f landv were seen, and ail judged them- 
aeiyes near Lisbon. ' ' 

Monday, Mareh 4tfa. In the night thej la- 
boured with & terrible, storm,- and were near 
meetii^ with destruction from the cross sea, the 
fury of the 'wind, which seemed to carry them 
4ip (o the skies, and' the rioleiit showers 
and lightning from many parts, but it pleased 
our llord io «u^ain them, and they drove before 
the stcHOn till the first watch, when the sailoris 
discovered land^-and in order not to approach 
too near Jt before discovering a harbour or place 
oi shelter, they 9et the foresail and stood off to 
sea, although with great danger, but there was 
no other course. Gk>d preserved ihem till day, 
but as the. Admiral says, with infinite labour and 
apftrehensic^ oa, their part! When the day ar- 
rived they found the land to be the Rock of 
Cintra, near Lisbon, where the Admiral deter- 
mined to enters as he could do no better, the 
▼kdence of the storm not allawing him to remain 
at Cascaes, near the mouth of the river. He 
stales that the people- of the town were all the. 



232 imfT TOTAOB 

m.n>i.« <^og op pr.j«„ f or tb. »fe.r or U» 

vessel, aod upon her arrival within the nrer ran 
in crowds to see the Spaniards, wondering ait 
their escape. At three o^clock they arrived at 
Rastelo upon the Tagus, and were informed by 
the mariners of the place that such a stormy 
winter had never been known, twenty-five ships 
being lost in Flanders, and others had been de- 
tained four months without being able to put to 
sea. The Admiral immediately wrote to the 
King of Portugal, who was nine leagues from 
that place, and informed him that the King and 
Queen of Castile had directed him to enter the 
ports of his Highness to purchase necessaries, 
and that he had come not from Guinea, but the 
Indies. He requested permission for the cara- 
vel to proceed to Lisbon, by reason that some 
avaricious persons, imaginii^ that the vessel con- 
tained much gold, might in that lonely place at* 
tempt some deed of violence. 

Tuesday, March 5th. This day Bartolome 
Diaz de Lisboa the Patron of the principal Por- 
tuguese ship which lay at anchor at Rastelo, 
came in an armed boat to the caravel, and signi- 
fied to the Admiral that he must go with them 
and give an account of himself to the stewards of 
the kii^, and the Captain of the abovementioned 
ship; he replied that be was Admiral of the 
King and Queen of Castile, and gave no accounts 
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to any such persons, adding that he should not 
leave his vessel except by force of arms. The 
Patron then said he might send the master^of 
the caravel, to which the Admiral answered that 
neither the master nor any other person should 
go unless compelled by violence, for he looked 
upon it to be the same as going himself, and it 
was the custom of the Castilian Admirals rather 
to die than deliver up either themselves or their 
men. The Patron then grew moderate and said 
he might do as he pleased, seeing be held such 
a resolution, but requested to see the letters of 
the King and Queen of Castile, which the Admi- 
ral thought best to show him, when he returned 
to the ^hip, and related the circumstance to the 
Captain, whose name was Alvaro Dama. The 
captain came on board the Admiral in great 
pomp with drums, trumpets and pipes, otTering to 
serve him in any way he desired. 

Wednesday, March 6tb. The news of the 
Admiral's arrival from the Indies being known at 
Lisbon, there came a vast multitude from the city 
to visit him, and see the Indians ; it was a matter 
of admiration to behold the crowds, and the 
wonder which they manifested, giving thanks to 
Our Lord, and declaring that for the great faith, 
and desire to serve God which the King and 
Queen of Castile displayed, the Almighty had 
granted them all this. 
* 29 
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Thursday, March 7tb. This day came an in- 
finite multitude of people to the cararel, and 
among them many knights, and the two royal 
stewards ; all gave unbounded thanks to our 
Lord for the great profit and increase of Christi- 
anity thus secured to the SoFcreigns of Castile, 
which they attributed to the zeal of these Princ- 
es for the advancement of the christian religicHL 

Friday, March 8th. This day the Admiral 
received by the hands of Martin de Noronha, a 
letter from the King of Portugal, requesting him 
to pay him a visit, as the weather did not permit 
him to sail : The Admiral thought proper to 
comply, in order not to show mistrust, although 
he disliked it. He set out upon the journey and 
slept at Sacanben. The King ordered his stew- 
ards to furnish him and his crew with every 
thing they stood in need of, free of cost, and to 
perform every wish of the Admiral. 

Saturday, March 9th. He left Sacanben to 
meet the king, who was at Val do Paraiso, nine 
leagues from Lisbon ; he did not reach the place 
till night on account of the rain. The king caus- 
ed him to be received in the most honorable 
manner by the principal persons of. his house- 
hold, and conducted into his presence, where he 
treated him with the greatest respect, causing 
him to be seated. He then entered into con- 
versation with him, and offered to perform every 
thing which could be for his service or that of 
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the King and Queen of Castile. He expressed 
the highest pleasure at the success of the voyages 
but remarked that he understood, accorditig td 
the capitulation between him and those sore- 
reigns, that this acquisition belonged to him. The 
Admiral replied that he had not seen the capitu^ 
lation, nor was acquainted with any other cir- 
cumstance respecting the miatter, except that his 
orders had been not to go to the mine, nor to 
any part of Guinea, and that this had been pub- 
lished in all the ports of Andalusia before the 
voyage. The King graciously answered that he 
was certain no vouchers for that fact were ne- 
necessary. He ordered the Prior of Crato to 
entertain him,who was the person of the highest 
distinction in the place. This man treated him 
with every honou'r and attention. 

Sunday, March 10th. After mass, the Kir^ 
repeated to him that he 'would furnish him with 
any thing he desired. Much arguing arose 
between them about the voyage ; the king al- 
ways desiring him to be seated and doing him 
much honour.^ 

Monday, March llth. The Admiral took 

« 

leave of the King, who entrusted him with a 
message to the Kii^ ^nd Queen of Castile ; and 
dismissed him with many marks of affection. He 

* Siee Note III. 
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net out after dinner, attended bj Don Martin 
de Noronha, and all the knights, who b) the 
King's direction escorted him some distance. 
Arriving at a monastery of St. Anthony near, 
Villafranca, where the Queen resided, he went 
to pay his respects and kiss her hands, she hav- 
ing requested him not to depart without paying 
her a visit. She received him very honorably 
in presence of the Duke and Marquis. He left 
her at night, and went to sleep at Llandra. 

Tuesday, March 12th. On the point of set^- 
ting out from Llandra, there arrived a gentler- 
man from the King, informing him that if he 
wished to go to Castile by land, he was ready to 
attend him for the purpose of providing cofivey- 
ances and lodgings upon the road, and any otheir 
thing which might be necessary. When the 
Admiral took leave of him, he ordered hhn a 
mule, and another for the pilot, to whom as the 
Admiral learnt, he also presented twenty espm^ 
dimsJ^ He .mentiooB this, as he says, that tbe 
Kii^ and Queen m^t know it. He arrived 
OD board the caravel at night. 

Wednesday, March 13th. At e^ht o^clock, 
we^hed anckor and put to sea for Seville, witk 
a Northwest wind and heavy sea. 

Thursday, March 14th. After soiiBet bst 

« Gold coin. 
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n^ht, steered South, and « before mornii:^ found 
themselFes off Cape St VinceDt. Thej then 
stood to the East for Saltes, and sailed with a 
l^ht wind tiH night, when they were off Fiirov. 
Friday, March 15th. After sunset continued 
their course with little wind, and at sunrise found 
themselves off Saltes. At noon they crossed the 
bar with the flood tide, and arrived within the 
port, from whence they had. sailed on the third 
of ^August, the preceeding year. And here, the 
Admiral says, this relation ends, but that he pur- 
poses to go to Barcelona by sea, being informed 
that their Highnesses are in that city, there to 
-give them an account of his voyage, in which 
our Lord had directed and enlightened him. 
For although he believed without scruple that 
the Almighty created all things good, that all is 
excellent but sin, and that nothing can be done , 
without his permission, ^yet' he observes, ^ it has 
been most wonderfully manifested in the circum- 
stances of this voyage, as may be seen by consid- 
ering the many signal miracles performed through- 
out, as well as the fortune which has attended my- 
self, who passed so long a time at the court of your 
Highnesses, and met with the opposition of so 
many of the principal persons of your household, 
who were all against me, and ridiculed my pro- 
ject. The which I hope in Our Lord will prove 
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the greatest honour to Christianitj ever accom- 
plished with such ease.' These are the final 
words of the Admiral Don Christopher Colum- 
bus, in the relation of his first voyage and dis- 
covery of the Indies^ 
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COLUMBUS TO BAFAEL SANCHEZ. 



The following summary account of the voy- 
age was written by our nayigator on his arrival 
at Lisbon. It was translated into semi-barbarous 
Latin by Leandro Cosco and published at Rome 
in 1493. It appears to have been reprinted, 
but the work is rarely to be met with, and the 
copies very imperfect. According to the state- 
ment.of Munoz, the greater part of the original 
text has been preserved in an unpublished his- 
tory of the Catholic Kings written by Andreo 
Bemaldez the Court Chaplain. Don Francisco 
Antonio Gonzalez the royal Librarian has col- 
lated the different copies of this work, and trans- 
lated it into Spanish for the collection of Navar- 
rete. It is subjoined here with the title prefixed 
to the first edition. 
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LxTTSB of Christopher ColumbuSf tho great Benefactor of the 
present age, coDcerDing the newly discovered blands of India 
upon the Ganges, upon which enterprise be was despatched eight 
months siace by the invincible Sovereigos of Spain, FendinaBd 
and Isabela; directed to Don Rafael Sanchez, Treasurer of 
their most Serene Highoesses. Translated from the Spanish 
into Latin by Leandro de Coico, Ap^ 36tb, 1498, ftnt y«ar 
of the pontificate of Alexander VI. 

As I know you will take pleasure in hearing-; 
of the suceess of mjr undertaking, > I have deter^^. 
mined to send you an account of the occurrences 
of my voyage and discoveries. Thirty-three 
days after my departure from Cadiz I arrived in 
the sea of India^ where I discovered many ii^fuods^ 
inhabited by innumerable people* . Of .^hf^e.^t 
took possession in the name of our fortunate 
monarch, with public proclamation and colors 
flyings no one offering any resistance. I name4 
the first of th^^e.islani^ San Salvador, thus hfi^ 
stowing upon it the name of our holy Savimr». 
under whose protection I made the ><lia<H>?^jrjr» 
The indians. call it Guanahanyn. . I gave 9^0 
a new name to the others, callii^ the se^ocM) 
Santa Maria de la donccpcion^ the thirds Fepwf*' 
dtna, the iourtb hobela^ the fifth Juaneu , Jo the 
same manner I named the rest. Arriving at the 
one last mentioned^ I sailed dong its coast, towr 
ard the West, discovering so great an esitent^of 
land that I could not imagine it to be an i4an4 



but the continent of Cathay. 1 did hot however / 
discover opcm ihe coast any large cittes^^ail we 
saw bei^ a few villages and farms, with the Iik'' 
habitants of which we could not obtain any com- 
munication, they all flying at our approack i 
continued my course, still etpeoting to'neet''with - 
some town or city, but after having gone ^ great; 
distance, apd not meeting with any, and fiodmg 
myself proceeding towards the North, which I 
was desirous to avoid on account of tbe^ cold, aiid 
n]ioreover meeting with a contrary wind, I de*"* 
termined to return to the South, and therefora-'i 
put about and sailed back to a huHbour which' &* 
had before' observed. 

At this place I sent two men into the country^ 
to see if the Kii^ or any cities were to be found;' 
These returned in three days, having discovered* 
a great number of the towns, but alt of themt 
smaH^ and without any govemsaent. In the meant 
time I had learned from certain indians whom I 
bad taken her«, that this country was an islandj" 
I returned along the coast to the fkst, a distance' 
ef three hundred and twenty-two milies, which 
brought me to the extremity of the island. 
Qere I discovered to the £Sast, another island^ 
fifty-four miles from Jucma. I gave it the name 
ef EkfitM^ mnd coasted along the island to the 

30 



/ 



2/A man totaqw 

North as at Juana I had proceeded to the East,^ 
a diBtaoce of fire hundred and sixty-four mile8.t 
AU these klands are very fertile* That of Juaoa 
aboundB in safe and capacious harbours, which sur- 
pass in excellence all I have overseen elsewhere. 
It is watered by a great number of large and 
pleasant rivers, and contains many high mou&- 
taioB. 

These islands are of a beautiful appearance 
and present a great diversity of views. '« They 
may be traversed in any part^ and are adorned 
with a great variety of exceedingly lofty trei^ 
which to appearance never lose their foliage, for 
I saw them as verdant and flourishing as they 
exist inSpain in the month of May, some covered 
with flowers, others loaded with fruit, accwding 
to their different species and their season of bear^ 
ing, the whde offering a spectacle of great beau* 
ty* The nightingale and countless other birds 
were singir^, although it was the month of No^ 
vember when 1 visited this delightful region 
There are in the island of Juana six or eight 
sorts of palm trees, superior to those of our land 

^ Both. the Latin and Spanish copies offer thip state- 
ment, biit it is evident that the words North and EM should 
interchange their sitttations in the text. 

- t l^e coarse sailed by Columbus along botii the idande 
is about equal to this extent. 
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ID be^ht and biautj, and this raperioritj is like* 
wise obserrable in the ether trees as well as in 
the herbs and fruits. Here are to be seen the 
most beautiful pine trees^ and the mest exten- 
sire fields and peustures, a great variety ef-birdfl^ 
seyeral sorts of honey, and mai^ kinds* ol metal^ 
with tbe.exception of iron. In the idand named 
Espanola, there are lofty and beautiful mountainsi 
large cultivated tracts, woods, fertile fields, and 
every thing adapted to the purposes of agricul- 
ture, the pasturage of cattle, and the erection of 
houses. Tho' excellence of the harbours here^ 
4um1 the abundance of the streams wbioh coatri^ 
bute to the salubrity of the climate, exceed im- 
agination. There is a considerable difference 
between the tree% fruits and fields of this island 
and those of Jutma^ but here are found direm 
sorts oi precious drugs, gold and metals. The 
inhabitants of both sexes, in Espanda and aU the 
other islands which 1 saw or heard of, go naked 
aa they were bom, all except a few females who 
wear at the waist a green leaf, a portion of cot* 
ton^ or bit of silk which they manufiEicture lor 
this purpose. 

As 1 before remarked, they possess no iron, and 
they neither use nor are acquainted with we»« 
llpns, to the exs^se of which indeed they are 
not at all adapted, not by reason of anv corporal 
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4e6cieiic7^ ts tbey are yery wd} ehftpedi but tn 
»accouQt of >tbeir great timiditj. Instead of aruiB 
they have canes dried in the sun, to the lai^geet 
•«tnds of which tbey fii^ a piece of wood sharpeaed 
.at the end ; of these howeTor^ they bare not 
|he courage to make much use. I have iy mnsxy 
instances sent two or three, of my men to. their 
.towns to communicate with the inhalntantsi when 
.(he iiKlians would tumultuously rush out| and see- 
ing our people drawing near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon his child, 
and the child his father. This timidity was not 
i^wii^ to any violence or injury we offered theaiy 
as I was in the practice of making presents of cloth 
und other things to all the natiyes whom I met, 
hut arose from their natural mildness and w^wk 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as sQpo,<.0P 
^bey have thrown aside their fear, aqd Qonaidisjr 
then^lves.in safety, they are very if^nuoHfi 
fipA honest) and display great liberality ^i^^th 
H^hatever they possess. 

*rhey neyer refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a trj- 
fte or nothing at all. 1 forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar« 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 



iboi]gh*^lnf0)lhej'gM ^oMMii(Mr of any dooh 
tlMf ^fh«y tklimd it m ^h^hly rate the iMigO (x^ei^ 
#w jeirfe^ i» tbe world' In tfaid viftdiier cyf bu^ 
1«ritig| o^saitor boiy tie({«mtl Ibf • leillfaer ^rmp 
M pidde of #<if)ev Ifol^ t» tli« mnMnt'of ibrbt 
A«Mi^()ai Otb^ra fa»te* cfctaiiied' M noelv for A 
fdfttftr of lerttH l^^er fiatlim. *^ Fof' nevr Sftamiiii 
cdtfi^ IkKiy 'wotM grvd fttiy thing asked ^^f then^ 
M an oimee -^Kiid it half w 4 wo 0(ittdi»r t>f! gtldy ii# 
tbklif or forty pdondB of eotton* TInte they wmM 
trttde tiway- their aMYon and goM like idivrts, fcrf 
brok«« hod{Mi, piatters and glass/ I prabibitcd 
tiic^ traffic cm' actcftfnt of its injuislticev iHfd madil 
them aiany ptesetits of ttseful thiti^ whidh 1 had 
OsCf riid^ with ifbdy ft>r the pxsrpdse at ^mPtg the# 
kffebli6ft, m ofdef tlha;t they tAny receive the 
fliCh iE^ jfesu» Christ, b6 Well dK^posed t6w«nfii 
iHd) sMd Me^ioed to submit to the King, amd Queen 
MP Priiices, and all tbd Spaniards, and fbrtbeftt 
6ior#that they inr(y furnish os with the dbfrnfnod^ 
itieB whieh abound among thclm and we aw ia 
Wwitof. 

They are not idolators, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 bad 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men ; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 



246 vmr 'Towawl 

fear. Thej are> Dot stupid and indolent, Imt 
acute and sagacious^ Thoae of them who naT^ 
igate the seas among those islands, gi^e aingular 
accounts of what tbej hi^?e observed upon 
(lieir Toyagesi but hare never ^ seen people 
who wear clothes, nor any ships similar to ours. 
On my arriral I took by force from tbe first 
island, a few of the Indians, in order that we 
might become acquainted with one another's 
language, and to gain a knowledge of what their 
country contained. These were of singular use 
to us, as we came to understand each other m a 
short time by the help of words and s%ns» > I 
have them still with me, and they continue ia 
the belief that we hare come from heaveni 
Ths information they published wfaerefar wo 
arrived, exclaiming in a loud voice, ^Cornel 
Come ! and see tbe celestial people*' Upon thai 
call, the natives would come tte'oii^ng ta oSi 
after having banished the fear which aeiied 
them at first, men women and children, old and 
youi^, crowdii^ the roads and brii^ing ui ^fio 
tuals and drink, with the utmost affection and 
reverence. 

In every one of these islands there are a great 
number of canoes, each one made of a solid log, of 
a narrow shape, somewhat resembling ourj^/M, 
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but swifter io the wafer $ tfa^y are Aarigated 
solely bf oars. They are of ttifferent sizes, the 
mostef theiB cdbtaining seats for e^hfteen rowers. 
With theseilhey oarrj'od a^vonmerce anonj^ 
tbete islanids'whiobarrfaiidnierablei ' I s^rw some 
o£^ these osDoes with'; seventy eTe^ty roweite 
Throug^hoot these islands there* is do direritf]^ 
ID the appearanoe df the' people, their mahiie^^ 
or • lai^uage, all the c inhabitants nnderstandii^ 
one another^ a- yesy favorable cirenaastance in 
Bsy opinion, to the design which I bare no doubt 
is entertainfed byoar king, namely to conrert 
them .to the hoiy christian* faith, to which as far 
as I ean percdire they are well disposed. I 
have ssiid that I sailed from W. to E. three bun* 
dred and twenty^ two miles along the island df 
Juana ; from the length of this course I am coah 
fident that this island is larger than England and 
Scotland together, for besides the extent wbieh 
I coasted there are two other prorinces to the 
West which 1 did not surrey. One of these 'is 
named by the indians Anam^ dnd contains inhab* 
itants with tails. These tracts aatend to the 
distance of a hundred and eighty nples, as 1 haye 
learnt from the indians with me, who are well 
acquainted with them. 

The island of Espanola is as large as that part 
of Spain which extends from Catalonia to Fon- 




fmrabia, whkp}i I iqfipr from tbo ei:tent of that' 

aide of it wbjcfa I 9£^il^d ajon^ being five bui>- 

d^ed smd fpfltj lBil#$ ip lengtbu I took poasesa-* 

ipn of tbLs iiq§ i^^dt ^ I bad done of tbe others,' 

iptbe naipd ofqiir HHriiioibla king ; aod fixed upoa* 

a appt for a large city here, as 1 judged it the 

most favorably pl^ee. I called it JVmcidadj waA^ 

9rderf9d the coostruetton of a fortress here,' 

which is by this tioie finished. At this place V 

Left a suffioj^ot number of men, with all sorts of 

arms, and a sufficiency of provisions for abpve a 

yes^r. J also left them a earavel and expert 

workmen, after baring secured them the friend-' 

4iip of the king of this part of the country. 

These people ere a fnendly and amiable race,' 

4Dd the kiQg took a pride in calh'ng hloiseif my 

brothen !Bven if their sentiments should chitf^, 

4nd they should become hostile towards us, tbey 

will not be able to effect any injury to those who 

remain at tbe fortress, as they are destitute of 

weapons, go naked, and are very cowardly : so 

that those whom I have left there will be able 

to retain the whole island in subjection without 

any danger, i|^ tbey adhere to the regulations 

with which I charged them. 

Each of the natives, ^s far as I can under- 
stand, has one wife, with the exception of the 
King and Princes, who are permitted to have as 



Biany as twenty. The women appear to dot 
more labour than the men. Whether there ex* 
ists any such thing here as private property I hare 
not been able to . ascertain) as I hare observed 
that an individual has been set to distribute to 
the others, in particular, food and such things. I 
£ound no ferocious sanguinary people in these 
parts, as some seem to have imagined the peo* 
pie here to be, but they are a very mild and 
friendly race. Their colour is not black like 
that of the Ethiopians. Their Jbair is lank an4 
and hanging down. They do not inhabit those 
parts where the sun's rays are very ppwerful, 
as the heat is excessive here, the latitude being 
apparently tw^oity-sii^ degrees. On the summit; 
of the mountains the cold is great, but they dg 
not suffer lany incommodity from it, by being ac- 
customed to the climate, and by the use of hot 
meats and drinks which they consume very pro- 
digally. 

People of a monstrous description I saw none 
nor heard of any, except those of the island 
named Carts which is the second on the course 
from Espanola to India : this island is inhabited 
by people who are regarded by their neighbours 
as exceedingly ferocious ; they feed upon human 
flesh. These people have many sorts of canoes 
with which they make incursions upon all the 

3J 
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isles of India, robbing and (Sundering wherever 
they ga > Their difference from the others coor 
sists in their wearing long hair Hke that of the 
women, and in using bows and arrows of canet 
these last constructed as I have already, relatedi 
by fixing a piece of sharpened wood at the larger 
end. On this account they are deemed verj^ 
ferocious by the other indians, and are much 
ftared by them ; I think however, these men are 
precisely like the others. These are the nap 
tives who go to visit the females who are the 
sole inhabitants of the island of Matenin^ which 
is the first on the route from Espanola to India. 
These women exercise none of the commcm oc- 
cupations of their sex, but mainage the bow and 
dart, as we are tdld of the ancients. They wear 
armour made of plates of copper, of which metal 
they have great abundance. 

I am assured by the indians that there is 
another island, larger than Espanola, whose in- 
habitants are without hair, and who possess n 
greater quantity of gold than the others. Frpm 
this island, as well as th^ others, I have takon 
some of the inhalntants to confirm the accounts 
which I give. 

Finally to sum up the whole, and state briefly 
the great profits of this voyage, I am enabled t6 
promise the acquisition, by a triflitig as^istancfe 
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from their majestios, of any <piaDti tj of gold^ 
drugs, cotton^ and mastick, which last article k 
found onljr in the island of Scio ; ako> anjr quanti« 
tj of aloe, and as many slaves for the aeryice of 
the marine, as their Majesties may stand m need 
o£ The same may be said of rhubarb and a 
great Tariety of other thij^ which 1 have: no 
doubt wiU be discoTered by those 1 hare left at 
the fort, as I did not stop long at any single 
fdace, unless obl^ed to do so by the weathen^ 
with the exception of the city of ^amdad where 
we made some stay to build the fort and provide 
the necessary securities for the place. * 

; Although the discoveries actually accoo^ 
plisbed appear great and surprising, ycft I should 
have effected . much more had I been furnish- 
ed with a proper fleets Nevertheless the great 
success of this enterprise is not to be ascrib* 
ed to my own merits, but to the holy Catholic 
faith and the piety of our Sovereigns, the 
Kord often granting to men what they never 
imagine themselves capable of effecting, as 
he is accustomed to hear the prayers of his ser- 
vants and those who love his commandments, 
even in that which appears impossible; in this 
manner has it happened to me who have suc- 
ceeded in an undertaking never before accom- 
plished by man. For although some persons 
have written or spoken of the existence of these 
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ifllandsy they hare all rested their assertiond upoB 
conjecture, no one harii^ ever affirmed that he 
saw theflo^ on which account their exiBtence has 
been deemed fabulous. 

And now ought the King, Queen, Princes, 
and all their dominions, as well as the whole of 
Ghristendomt to give thanks to our Sariour 
Jesus Christ who has granted us such a tic* 
torj and great success. Let processions be or* 
dered, let solemn festivals be celebrated, let the 
temples be filled with boughs and flowers, hbi 
Christ rejoice upon earth as he d6es in hefeivbi!; 
to witness the coming salvation of so many pieo^ 
pie, heretofore given over to perdition, li^t us 
rejiice for the exaltation of our faith, dk well al 
for the augmeritation of out* temporal ptcspenty, 
in which not only Spain but all Christendom shaH 
participate.— Such are the events which I havfe 
described to you with brevity. Adieu* 

Liebon, Msrch l4th. 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS,^. 

Admirtd of the Armada ^ (he Oeean, 
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TO 

LUI^ m ^ANT ANGEL, 



!•' 1 



CM^p^rollber &f ike TreakUry rf the King mid QhmMi J 
gMng m nummary ttlaUon of the voy^e** . t 

SeitoTj ' , ' 

Knowij]g the pleasure jou will re^ 
ceive io hearing of the great victory which Oi4f 
Lord has granted me in mj vojage, I hasten t9 
inform you, that after a passage of seventj-one 
dayS} 1 arrived at the Indies, with the fleet 
which the most illustrious Bang and Queen puf 
sovereigns committed to my charge, where )( 
discovered many ^ islands inhabited by peopl^ 
without number, and of which I took possessiop 
for their Highnesses by proclamation with the 
royal banner displayed, no one offering any con- 
tradictioa The first which I discovered, 1 
named San Salvador^ in commemoration of our 
Holy Saviour, who has, in a wonderful manner, 
granted all our success. The indians call it 
Guanahani. To the second, I gave the name of 
Santa Maria de Concepdmiy to the third, that of 
Femandina^ to the fourth, that of Isabeldj to the 

* Found in the archives of Simaneas 
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the greatest honour to Christianity erer accom- 
plished with such ease.' These are the final 
words of the Admiral Don Christopher Colum- 
bus, in the relation of his first rojage and dis- 
covery of the Indies. 
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Jmma^ fer the space of an hundred and setenty- 
e^t leagues to the £.: All these countries are 
of surpassing excdiknce^ and in particular Juana^ 
whicb contains abundance of fine harbours, ex- 
celling anj in Christendom,^ also many large and 
beautifid rivers; The land ia high and exhibits 
cfaains of tall mountains which seem to reath to 
the skies, and. aiir pais beyond comparison ih» ide 
of Cetfej/ire^ . These display . thetn^Tes in all 
manner of beauti&il shapes. They «ure accessi* 
fate in erery^ p^rt,! and corered with a vast va* 
riety of lofi^ trees, which it appears to me, 
aerer lose their foliage, as we found them fair 
end .ifeidant as in May in Spdn. Some were 
eoT^red with - blossoms, some with fruit, and 
others in vdifferent stages^ according to their: na^ 
ture. The mghtingdle andi 'a t thousand other 
eortaof birds were singing in the month of Noi^ 
yember i wherfenrer I i went Theria are paloh 
.teees in tilieee countries, of sa or eight sorts, 
which are surpnsing tosee^ cm account of their 
divevsity from ours, but indeed, this is the case 
with, respect to the other trees, as well as the 
Iruits and weeds. Beautilul forests of pines are 
likewise found, and fiislda of vast extent. Here 
is also honey, and fruits of a thousand sorts, and 
birds of <^Fery yariety. The lands contain mines 
of metab, and inhabitants without number. The 
island of Eapanola is pre-eminent in beauty an4 
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exceUance, ofieruig to the sight the ' nost •&- 
chanting ^iew of nomitains, jJains, rieh fields C<Qt 
cuItiFfttion) and pastiures for flocks pf all «oi't% 
With situationa for towns aad settlamenta. Itp 
harbouni are of aiieh eKcellence, that their de^ 
teription would not gain belief, and the lifciS maj 
be said of its abundance of lai^e and fine.riren^ 
the most of which abound in gdd. The tree% 
fruits aaid fdants of this idand differ .oonsidfirafalf 
fron 'those of /nana, and :the place AonlainsA 
gi^at deal of spicery and extensive mines of gold 
and othw metals. The people of this islandy; 
stnd of ail tiie othevs which I ha^e hecooiekaciB' 
^uainted with, go naked* as they wene 4>em, . sA» 
though some of the women wear atilihe lems^^i: 
feai^f«ir bit of <ootton doth which they iprejiani 
Isr Ifhat-'fMirpose. They do not pessess ^iron^ 
stitei^ or wea|>oiis, and seem to faa^re no ioclinotioti 
Ibr th^'4atter, being timorotB to tbelast Mggem 
They bare an instrument consistti^bfj a eane^ 
tak«n while in secfd, wA headed wkba sharp stkrh^ 
bnt iAnsy tievisr yenlons to use ift« > Many ' timesii 
haTe seiit two or three men to otit of their ^'d^ 
lag(d^,'whet] v^hote multitudes hare taken to ftgfat 
af the s%4M of them^ attd this wasruot by reaisoil 
of any 'injury we tf^rer wrought tbemf fof at 
er^Bfy plafce v^berei have made any etay^Mid 
obtained^commumcation with tbeni, I hs(?e made 
them prwents^of doth and such other thiigs as 
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I possessed, without demanding any thing in re* 
torn. After they have shakien off their fear of 
us, they display a frankness and liberality in 
their behariour which no one wodld^ beliere 
without witnessii^ it. No- request of aiiythii^ 
from them is ever refused, but they rather inrite 
acceptance of what they poissess, and manifest 
such a gietierosity that they would gire away 
their own hearts. Let the article be of great or 
small y&lue, they offer it readily, and receive 
anything which is tendered in return with per* 
feet content* 1 forbade my men to purchase 
their gooda with such' worthless thii^ as bits of 
platters and broken glass, or thongs of leather, 
although when they got possession of one of 
these, they estimated it as highly as the greatest 
jewel in the world. The sailors would buy of 
them for a scrap of leather, pieces of gold, 
we^hing two easteUanos and a half, and eren 
more of this metal for something still less in 
ralue. The whole of an indian^s property 
in^ht be purchased of him for a few Uaneas^ 
this would amount to two or three castellanos* 
value of gold, or the same of cotton thread. 
Eren the pieces of broken hoops from the casks 
they would receive in barter for their ar- 
tieles, with the greatest simplicity. I thought 
such traffic unjust, and therefore forbade it. I 
presented them with a variety of things, in orr 

32 
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der to secure their affection, and that thej mtjr 
become christians, and enter into the service of 
their Highnesses and the Castilian nation, and 
also aid us in procurir^ such things as thej pos- 
sess, and we stand in need of. They are not 
idolators, nor have they any sort of religion, e^ 
cept believing that power and goodness are ia 
heaven, from which place, they entertained a 
firm persuasion that I had come with my ship^ 
and men. On this account, wherever we met 
them, they showed us the greatest reverence 
after they had overcome their fear. Such goih 
duct cannot be ascribed to their want of under- 
standing, for they are a people of piuch ingenuH 
ty, and navigate all those seas, giving a remarki^ 
biy good account of every part, but do not state 
that they have met with people in clothes, or 
ships like oyjrs. On my arrival at the Indies { 
took by force from the first island i came to, a 
few of the inhabitants, in order that th^. might 
learn our language and assist us in our discover 
ries. We succeeded ere long, in understanding 
one another, hy signs and words, and 1 have 
them now with me, still thinking we have come 
from heaven, as I learn by much conversation 
which I have had with them. This, they were 
the first to proclaim wherever we went, and the 
other natives would run from house to house, 
ani from village to village, crying out ^ come and 
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ate ikt men from heaven^* so that all the iohabi4 
ttots, both men and women, having gathered 
confidence, hastened towards us, iMrkigkig victuals* 
aixl drink, which they presented to> us with a 
li^rprisii^ good will. In all the islands th^ pos-* 
sera ayast number of canoes, which are of Va* 
rious sizes, each one constructed of a single log, 
and shaped like a fusia* Some of these are ar 
large as eijustu of eighteen oars, although nar- 
row, on account of the materiaL I hare seen 
sixty or e^hty men in one of these canoes, and 
each man with his paddle* They are rowed 
with a swiftness which no boat can equal, and 
ser?e the purpose of transporting goods among 
these innumerable islands* I did not observe 
any great diversity in the appearance of the in* 
habitants in the different parts of these coun« 
tries, nor io their customs nor lai^uage, for sin* 
gularly enough in this last respect, they aH uoi 
derstand one another ; on which account I hope 
their Highnessea will exert themselves for the 
CDiMFersk>n of these people to our holy faith, in 
which undertaking they will be found very 
tractable. I -haTO already related that I pro^ 
ceeded along the coast of Juana^ for* an* huncked 
and^ seven leagues from W. to E., from which, I 
dhre affirm this island to be larger than EInglatid 
and Scotland together ; for bendes the extent of 
it which I coasted, there are two unexplored 
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provinces to the W., in one of which, called 
CibaUf are people with tails. These districts 
cannot be less than fifty or sixty leagues in fx« 
tent, according as I learn from my indians, who 
are acquainted with all these islands. The other 
island, called Espanola, is more extensive .than 
the division of Spain from Corunna to Fonta- 
rabia, as I traversed one side of it for the dis- 
tance of an hundred and thirty-eight leagues from 
W. to E. This is a most beautiful island, and 
c4th(High I have taken poi9session of them all, . in 
the name of their H^nesses, and every one 
remains in their power, and as much, at .their 
disposal as the kingdoms of Castile^ and although 
they are all furtiished, with every thing that can 
be desired, yet the preference must be given \o 
Eepanola, on account of the mines of gold whioh 
it possesses, and the facilities it offers for trade 
with the, continent, and countries this side, juai 
beyond that of the Great Can, which traflic will, 
be great and profitable. I have accordio^y 
taken possession of a place, which I named Villa 
de Navidad^ and built, there a fortress, which is 
at present completo, and furnished ; with. a. 8U& 
ficiency of men for the enterpris(^ ; with these I 
have left arms, ammunition and provisions . for 
more than a year, a boat, and expert mea in all 
necessary, arts. The king of the CQMQtry.has 
shown great friendship toward us, and held 
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himself a brother to me. Even should thek 
friendly inclinations . chan^ and become hostile^ 
yet nothing can be feared from them as they 
are totally ignorant of weapons, and) the most 
timorous peofde in the world. Thee smaU 
number of men whom I hare left there windd 
be sufficient to ravage the whole territory, 
and they may remain there with perfect 
safety, taking proper care of themselves. In 
all the islands^ as far as 1 could observe, the men 
are content with a single wife each, except that 
a chief or king has as many as twenty. The 
women appear to do more work, than the mim^ 
and as to their property, I have been unable to 
learn that they have any private possessions, but 
apparently all things are in common among them, 
especially provisions. In none of the islands 
Utherto visited, have I found any people) of 
jnonstrous a[^arai|ce, according to the expec- 
tation of some, but the inhabitants are all of very 
{^easing aspect, . not resemblii^ the blacks of 
Guinea, as their hair is straight, and their colour 
lighter. The rays of the sun are here very pow- 
erful^ although the latitude is twenty-six degrees, 
but ill the islands where there s^e high mouor 
tarns, the winter is cold, which the inhabitants 
endure from habit, and the use of hot spices with 
their food. An island situated in the second 
strait at the entrance to the Indies, is peopled 
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with inhabitants who eat li?« flesh, and are esh 
teemed Tery ferocious in all the other parts* 
They possess many canoes with which they 
scour all the islands of India, robbing and captur- 
ing all they meet. They are not of a more de- 
formed appearance than the others, except that 
they wear their hair long like women, and use 
bows and arrows, which last are made of cane 
and pointed with a stick, for want of iron, which 
they do not possess. They exchange their 
wives, and although these are esteemed a fierce 
people among the neighboring islands, yet I da 
not regard them more than the others, as the 
most of the inhabitants of these regions are yery * 
great cowards. One of these islands is peopled 
s(dely by women, whb practise no feminine pc-^ 
evpations, but exercise the bow and arrow, and 
cover themselves with plates of copper, which 
metal they have in abundance* Th^reis anoth« 
er island, as I am assured, lai^er than Espanoia^ 
in which the iohatMtants are without hair, and 
which contains a great abundance of g(Jd. In 
confirmation of these^ and other accounts I baye^ 
brought the indians along with me . for testimo- 
nies. In conclusion, and to speak <M)ly of what I 
have performed ; this voyage, so hastily dispatch- 
ed, will, as their Highnesses may see, enable any 
desirable quantity of gold to be obtained, by a 
Very small assistance afforded me on their part. 
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At present there are withm reach, apices and 
cotton to as great an amount as thej cad desiif^^ 
aloe in asagreat bundance, and equal store of mas- 
tick, a production nowhere else found ejLcept in 
Greece and the island of Scio, where it is sold 
at such a price as the possessors choose. To 
these may be added slaves, as numerous as may 
be wished for. Besides I hare as t think, dis* 
covered rhubarb and cinnamon, and expect 
countless other things of yalue will be found by 
the men whom I hare left there, as I made it 
a point not to stay in any one place, while the 
wind enabled me to proceed upon the voyage, 
ekcept at VtBa de ^avidad^ where I left them,' 
well established. I should have accomplished 
much more, had those in the other vessels done 
their duty. This is ever certain, that God grans'^ 
to those that walk in his ways, the performance ) 
of thii^ which seem impossible, and this enter- f 
prize might in a s^;nal mamier have been consid-f 
ered so, for altboi^h many have talked of tbeset 
coontries, yet it has been nothing more than com 
jecture. Our Saviour having vouchsafed this 
victory to our most illustrious King Toad Queen 
and their kingdoms, famous for so eminent a deed, 
all Christendom should rejoice, and give solemn 
thanks to the holy Trinity for the addition of 
so many people to our holy faith, and also for the 
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temporal profit accruing not only to Spain, but to 
all christians. 

On bomd Ike Cofrntd^offiht AMoret^ February IBth^ 1403. 

P. S. After writing the above, being at sea 
near Castile, the wind rose with such fury from 
the S. and SE., that I was obliged to bear away, 
and run into the port of Lisbon, where I escaped 
by the greatest miracle in the world. From 
this place I shall write to their Highnesses. 
Throughout the Indies I always found the wea- 
ther like May. I made the passage thither in 
seventy-one days, and back in forty-eight, during 
thirteen of which number I was driven about by 
storms. The seamen here inform me that there 
was never known a winter, in which so many 
ships were lost 

March 4ih» 
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NOTE I. 
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Letter of Paul ToscanelK,* a Florentioe physician, and cdebrated as^ 
tronomer to Columbiis, dated June SStb, 1474| eighteen yean before 
his first voyage. 

As this letter, according to the statement of 
Don Fernando Columbus in his biography of his 
father, had a great effect in causing Columbus t6 
undertake the voyage, it has been thought de-' 
serving of a place here, more c^specially as it 
serves to illustrate several passages in the nar- 
rative. The immediate occasion of it was this : 

f 

While Columbus was at Lisbon, a correspon- 
dence was maintained between Toscanelli, and 
Fernando Martinez, a prebendary of that place, 
respecting the commerce of the Portuguese to 
the coast of Guinea, and the navigation of the 
ocean to the W. This came to the knowledge 
of Columbus, who at that time entertained 

* For an account of this person see Tiraboschi Storia 
della Letteratura Italiana. Tom. 6. Lib. 2. Cap. 38. 
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thoughts of his future enterprise. He thereupoD 
dispatched by an Italian then at Lisbon, a letter 
to the Florentine, informing him of his project. 
He received the following answer written m 
Latin. 

To Don Chiii8toph9R Columbus, ^reetiog. 

I have become acquainted with the great and 
noble wish entertained hy you, to visit the coun- 
try of spicen, . on which account I send in an- 
swer to your letter, the copy of one directed by 
me, a few days since, to one of my friends, in the 
afijrvice of the King of Portugal before the wars 
of Castile y be havii^ written to me, by order. 
€fi his Highness, upon the same subject. I alsa 
i}^n4 you a nautical chart, similar to one which I 
likewise presented tp him ; these may perhaps 
satisfy your in(|||}ries. The copy of my letter is 
as follows. 

•.■■■•• 

I To Fernando Martinez, prebendary of LisboHf 

greeting — I feel a great pleasure in hearing of 

t^e intimacy between you and the Most Serene 

ajnd Magnificent King. Although I have spoken 

many times concerning the short passage by sea 

from hence to the Indies, where the spices are 

produced, which course, in my opinion is shorter 

than that to Guinea, yet you inform me that his 

Highness wishes for some declaration or demon* 
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8tratioDt>n mj part, whereby he may more fully 
understand the matter. This I could da to hia 
satisfaction, with the help of a terrestrial globe, 
instructing him how the parts of the earth are 
disposed. But for greater facility and precision, 
1 have determined to mark-down the route in 
question upon a marine chart, which I herewith 
send to bis Majesty, drawn and painted by my 
hand* In this is represefnted the whole extremt^ 
ty of the. W.) from Ireland, S. to Guinea, wkb 
all the islands, in the whole extent. C^nplMMte, m 
the W. is the commencement of the Indies with 
the isles and accessible parts, and the space be^ 
tween the North pole ^ and the Equinoctial line.- 
In this manner will be perceived the number of 
leagues necessary to proceed in order to reacb 
those fertile countries which abound in spiee# 
and precious stones. Let it not create wondfer 
that a westerly region is assigned for the country 
of spices, which have always been understood ta 
grow in the £. i for those who sail W. will find 
those lands in the W., and those who travel E^ 
will find the saoM places in the £. The straight 
lines, which run ler^thwise upon the chart:, show 
the distance from W. to E. The oblique odes, 
the distance from N. to S. I have also marked 
down many places among th^ Indies, which may 
be reached by the occurrence of some casual 
event, such as contrary winds, or unlookefd for 
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dtcident of that' sort. And in order thtit joti 
may be made fdlly acquainted with whatever 
relates to this subject, I will give jou the result 
of mj investigations. The islands I have spoken 
of, are inhabited by merchants who carry on their 
trade among many nations ; their ports contain a 
greater number of foreign vessels, than those of 
any other part of the world. The sii^e port of 
Zttiton, which is one of the finest and most fambut 
throughout the E., sends forth annually^ more 
than a hundred ships laden with pepper, not to 
mention others, which return with cargoes of all 
sorts of spices. The whole temtory i^ rery 
extensive and po)MiloUs, containing many 'pro- 
vinces and kingdoms, under the dominion of a 
prince called Great Ctm^ which signifies J^|f o/* 
Kings. The common residence of this sovereign 
IS in Cathay. His predecessors were desirous* of 
ab intercourse with the iChristians, and two hon^ 
dred years since, dispatched ambassadors to the 
Pope, requeuing instructers to teach them our 
holy faith. These, however, were unable, frottt 
the obstacles they encountered tipon their* jour* 
ney, to reach Rome,' and were forced to return 
b^ck. In the time of Pope Eugenius IV. there 
came an ambassador, who gave him assurabc^ 
of the affection which was entertamed for the 
Catholics by the princes and people of his coun^ 
try. I was a great deal in his company, and he 



l^aye me des^iptipoB 9i the magoificeuc^ of^hifi 
king, and of the immense rivers in that territoiy^ 
which contained, as he stated, two huqdred cities 
with marble bridges, upon the banks of a single 
stream. This is a noble, country, and ought to 
be explored by us, on account of its great riches^ 
and the quantity of gold, silver, ajsd precipus 
stones, which might l^e obtained there. For their 
governors, they choose the. wisest. iQe% witbput 
regard to r^nk or richcss. You wiU perioeijite bj 
the mapy that the distance from Li^bo%, to . the 
£amou6 city of .QMi^njy, is .th^e^ tbqusan4 ^ n^f^ 
hundred miles, going (eixac^yi W... This city, is 
tbirty-five leagues in circuity apd its name signifies 
City of .Heftven. . Its situation . j|^ in, the province 
of Mango near. Cathay^ and» it coptains, ten large 
marble bridges built .upon immense columns, ^f 
singular ipagnificence. From the islan4rof ^nr 
tilla to that of Cipango, js a distaipuoe of^.two 
hundred and twenty-five lei^u^ , This . islaod 
possesses such an abuiuj^ame of precipi^ stoiie^ 
and metal» that the temples and* royal, palaci^ 
9^e CQvered with plate3 pf gold* I might ^dd 
mf^ny thii^ here,, but as I hav^ formerly giyea 
you a relatipu; of thcin^ L trust to. your wi^om 
and good j^dg^ment, withput making . any fur- 
ther addition ta ^his statement. I hope my let- 
ter will satisfy: his Highness, and I beg you will 



I 



tn 

MBura biiii, tiiat I sball be always raady to ei(»- 
€^6 his commandB. 

Fkrena^ June tSA, 1414 



Mother lkttkr from the same to columbus. 

1 hare received your letter with its accom- 
paniment, for which I return you my thanks. 
I applaud your design of sailing to the West, and 
am persuaded, as you will have seen by m|y 
^hart, that the voyage you intend to undertake, 
has none of the difficulties ascribed to it Tbte 
passage, in my opinion, will be found 'easy^and 
safe, in the quarters which 1 have pointed out 
You would entertain no doubt upon this matter, 
had you conversed with the many persons frmn 
those countries, whom 1 have seen. You may 
be certain of meeting with extensive kii^oms, 
populous cities, and, rich provinces, abounding in 
all sorts of precious stones, and ' your v^ t will 
cause great rejoicing to the King and Princes of 
those distant lands, besides openii^ a way for a 
communication between them and the Christians, 
and the instruction of them in the catholic rel^* 
ion and the arts we possess. For which reasoilis, 
and many others which might be mentioned, I 
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am not surprfeed at the couta^e and rescJutioo 
ttiahifested fey you, and tbe whol^ Portugue^ 
nation, which has never bfeert deficient in eminent 
men. 



NOTE 11. 

It may be interesting to subjoin a few spec^ 
mens of the accounts, both probable and improb- 
able, which contributed at that time to the pop- 
ular belief of the existence of countries in the 
West. The following are from the biography, 
of Don Fernando: 

* Martin Vincent, Pilot of the King of Portugal, 
related, that four hundred and fifty leagues West' 
of Cape St. Vincent, he had picked up a log, 
perfectly wrought, but not with iron, and which 
had been brought thither by a westerly wind, 
from this circumstance he concluded that there 
were indubitably, undiscovered islands in that 
quarter. 

* 

Pedro Correa, brother-in-law of Columbufs, in- 
formed him that he had seen near the island of 
Porto Santo, a fragment of wood similar to the * 
former, and which came from the West. He 

34 
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also learned from the King of Portugal, that in 
the same parts there had been found canes of 
such bigness that a single joint would contain 
nine garrafas of wine. 

The inhabitants of the Azores related to him 
that after a course of westerly winds, the sea 
coast upon the shores of those islands, and espe- 
cially those of Graciosa, and Fayal, pine trees, 
which were not the growth of those parts, and 
that in the island of Flores, the bodies of two 
men had been washed ashore, whose complexion 
and features were different from those of any peo- 
ple in that neighborhood. Others informed him 
that they had seen covered boats, filled with 
people of an uncommon description. 

Antonio Leme, a resident in the island of Ma- 
deira, told the Admiral, that having sailed far to 
the West, he discovered three islands, Pedro 
de Velasco, a native of Palos, related to him that 
gaillng an hundred and fifty leagues toward the 
West, he discovered the island of Flores by fol- 
lowing the flight of some birds, and that after- 
wards he sailed to the NE as far as the latitude 
of Cape Clear in Ireland, where he met with 
strong winds from the West with a smooth sea ; 
this, he thought, could be explained only by 
supposing the existence of land in that direction. 
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which kept the sea frooi rising. It being late 
in the season, he did not venture to undertake 
the discovery of it. This happened above forty 
years before the discovery of the Indies. 

Another pilot informed him in the port of 
Santa Maria, that upon a voyage to Ireland, he 
descried a country, which he took for a part of 
Tartary. It extended toward the W., but he 
could not reach it on account of the unfavorable 
state of the weather. This was probably the 
land now called Bacalaos.* Another Pedro de 
Velasco, a Galician, gave him the same account 
in the city of Murcia, saying that on his passage 
towards Ireland he discovered a country in the 
West, which he believed to be that whicl^Fer- 
nan Dolmos attempted to reach.' Hist, del Al- 
mirante, Cap. 8. ^ 



* The mother-in-law of the Admiral perceiv- 
ing what pleasure he took in hearing the ac- 
counts of these voyages, presented him with the 
writings and charts which had belonged to her 



^ BacaleOj or Bacalieu^ an island on the East coast of 
Newfoundland. 
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husband ; the perusal of these increased the ze^ 
of the Admiral, and he undertook many inquiries 
qpncemiug the navigation of the Portuguese tQ 
the Mine and the coast of Guinea, and took great 
interest in conversation with those who had fre- 
quented those parts. I have not be.en able to 
ascertain whether during this matrimonial coo- 
nection he made anj voyages to the Mine or tp 
Guinea; be that however, as it will, he began 
very naturally to reflect, while in Portugal, that 
as the Portuguese had sailed such a distance S^ 
it was also possible to sail in a Westerly direo* 
tion, and find land in that tjuarter. In order to corr 
roboratc this opinion, he examined anew those ge- 
ographical writers which he had studied at a for- 
mer period, and endeavoured to find ^hat astro- 
nomiclil reasons would confirm the notion. He 
was careful to treasure up whatever information 
relating: to this matter he could collect from trav- 
ellers or seamen. In this manner he came to a 
firm persuasion that to the West of the Canaries 
and Cape Verd there were islands which might be 
reached by sailing in that direction. But to u]> 
dcrstand more fully the reasons which led to this 
conclusion, and to satisfy the curiosity of many 
who are desirous of knowing distinctly the argu- 
ments and motives upon which the Admiral 
founded his great undertaking, I will relate what 
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I have been able toifivd am(Hig his papers to thii 
e&dct . 

* « 

The causes which indtK^ed the Adioiral to 
conceive the idea of discovering the Indies were 
three, namelj^rprr^Reasons drawn from a consider- 
ation of the figure of the earth ; The authority 
pf writers ; and the relations of seameo. 

' With respect to the first, he considered that 
as the land and water of which the earth is 
composed formed a sphere, it might be sajled 
round from East to West, till men came to stand 
feet to feet op the two opposite sides of the 
earth. 

With regard, to the second, he judged from 
creditable authors that the greater part of this 
sphere had been explored, and that there re- 
mained undiscovered only that portion comprised 
between the eastern eit remit j of India, known 
to Ptolemy and Marinus, and the Azores and 
Cape Verd Islands, which then were the farthest 
West of any known territory. 

As to the third, he was of opinion that the 
space contained within these limits was not above 
a third part of the circumference of the earth, 
inasmuch as the above-mentioned Marinus had 
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travelled to the East a distance of fifteeo twen* 
tj-foartbs of this circamfereiice, so that their re- 
mained bat nioe tweo^-fourths from the £ast of 
India to the Cape Verd Islands. 



Furthermore he ccxisidered that the territo- 
ries described in the Cosmography of MariooBi 
although extending the distance abore specified, 
did not reach the extremity of the continent, 
and therefore the distance from that to the 
West of Europe must be still smaller. If this 
space were sea, he judged it m^ht be sailed 
oyer in a short time ; if it were land it mi^ht 
be discoTered still sooner by going to the West, 
as it must necessarily lie very near the Cape 
Verd Islands. These opinions were strengthened 
by what is stated in Strabo's fifth book of Geo- 
graphy, that no army has ever reached the east- 
em limit of India, which is a country as large, 
according to Ctesias, as all the rest of Asia, and 
agreeably to the assertion of Onesicritus is equal 
to a third part of the globe, and the like is affirm- 
ed by Pliny. Lib. 6. Cap. 17. to which may be 
added the statement of Nearchus, that it is four 
months' journey in extent ; from ^11 which con- 
siderations he came to an opinion that its immense 
size must bring it near to Spain in the West. 

Another reason which induced him to believe 
that the distance from the West of Europe to 
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India was small, was the opinion of Alfraganus 
and bis followers, who assign a much smaller ex- 
tent to the circumference of the earth than other 
writers, allowing but fifty-six miles and two thirds 
to a degree, which diminishing the extent of the 
earth's surface, would also diminish the space 
between India and Europe which was unknown 
to Marinus. On this account he judged that 
whatever lands were discovered in the West 
must necessarily be a part of India, and for the 
same reason we may pronounce as unwarranta- 
able the censures cast upon the Admiral by Rod- 
rigo, Archdeacon of Seville and some of his 
party for bestowing the name of India upon 
these countries, which appellation they assert is 
not appropriate. Now the Admiraldid not call 
them Indies as being the identical lands known 
by that name, but as being a part of that India 
beyond the Ganges which no geographer has set 
limits to by any other territory, but which has 
been regarded as extending to the ocean. These 
therefore being lands at ^he eastern limits of 
India, not designated by any particular name, it 
was judged most proper to bestow upon them 
that of the nearest country; they were thus 
called the West Indies on account of the known 
riches of the country of India. In this manner 
he extended an invitation to the Catholic Kings 
who were doubtful of the enterprise, to aid him 
in discovering the Indies by the way of the West* 
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The Admiral was further incited to hia undto- 
taking, aiid supported in the opinion that the 
lauds to the West were a part of India, hy the' 
authority of many learned men who affirmed' 
that a passage might *be made from the West of 
Africa and Spain, to the Eastern part of India by 
following a Westerly course, and that the ocean' 
which separated these countries' was not ofgl^at 
extent. This is averred by Aristotle, Lib. 2. de 
Ccelo etMunda where he states that one m^bt 
pass from India to Cadiz in a few days. The 
same is confirmed by a remark of Averrho^ 
upon this passage. And Seneca^ Nat. Qusest 
Lib. 1. regarding the learning of this world a» 
nothing when compared to the knowledge whu^h 
may be obtained in another life, observes that a 
ship may sail with a fair wind from the Western 
part of Spain to India in a few days. And if as 
some assure us, Seneca was the author of the 
tragedies which goby his name, we may be cer- 
tain that he refers to this fact in the cboru9 
to Medea. 

y Venient annis 

Secula seris, quibus Oceanua 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Fateat tellus, Tiphisque novos 
Detegat orbes, nee sit Terris 

Ultima Thule 
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^ In the last days there will come an c^e in which 
Ocean shall loosen the bonds of things; a great 
country will be discovered; another Tiphis shall 
make known new worlds^ and Thtde shall no longer 
be the extremity of the earths . This prediction 
may assuredly be considered as accomplished in 
the person of the Admiral. 

^* . I. ' ■ 

\ 

iStrabo, in the first book of his Geography^ 
says the Ocean encompasses the whole earth, 
that it washes India on the East, and on the 
West, Spain and Mauritania, and* but for its 
yast' extent, one might sail directly from the pne 
of these countries to the other; the «ame he 
repeats in the second book. 

" . . . ^ 
Pliny, in his Natural History, L. !2. Cap. 3. 

states that the Ocean surrounds the earth, ex- 

tending from India to Cadiz ; the same in Ca[i. 

31. Lib. 6. 

Solinus, Cap. 48. says that from the Gorgonean 
Islands, by which we are to understand those of 
Cape Verd, there are forty days sail across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Isles of the Hesperides; 
these the Admiral held for certain were the 
Indies. 

Marco Polo and Sir John Mandeville assert, 

* ■ 

in their Trayels into the East, that they 
went far beyond the countries described by 
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Ptolemy and Marinus ; and although these trav- 
ellers do not speak of the Eastern Ocean^ yet i| 
may be inferred from their description of the 
Oriental territories, that India is not far distant 
from Africa and Spaiiii 



It is also affirmed by Petrus Heliacus, in 
treatise De imagine mundi^ Cap. 8. de quantitate 
terrcB habitabilis, and by Julius Capitolinus. Df 
locis habitabtlUms^ and in other treatises, thai 

• 

Spain is near to India in the West This last 
author in the 19th chapter of his Geography 
has these words. ^ According to Pliny and- the 
Philosophers, the ocean lying between Spain and 
Western Africa on one side, and the extremity 
of India on the other, is not of great extent, and 
without doubt may be crossed with a favorable 
wind in a few days ; the Eastern part of- India 
therefore is not very distant from the West oiF 
Africa.' Hist, del Almirante, Cap. V. et seq. 



NOTE III. 

The reception of Columbus at the Portuguese 
court is related by Barros with eyery feelii^ of 
national prejudice. ^The king being in Val do 
Paraiso, at the monastery of Nossa Senhora das 
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Firtiides, ' in SaDtaretn, on account of the pesti- 
tepee whjch raged at that time, there came ac- 
counts from Lisbon, that one Christopher Colum- 
Buft had arrived there, stating that he had come 
from the island of CipangOj with much gold and 
riches of that country. The king having some 
acquamtance with this Columbus, an^ knowing 
Uiat he had been sent upon the di3Covery by Don 
Ferdinand, King of Castile, requested him to pay 
Jiim a yisit, that he might learn the events of bis 
voyage. This he readily complied with, not so 
much from a wish to oblige the King, as to mor- 
tify him with his presence, for before he went to 
Castile, he had applied to this same King Don 
John, entreating to be sent by him upon the en- 
terprise. This the King had refused, for rea- 
sons which I shall hereafter relate. ^ Columbus 
was received very respectfully by the King, but 
the latter was much concerned on perceiving 
that the natives of the newly discovered coun- 
tries, which he had brought along with him, were 
not black and woolly-headed, like those of Guin- 
ea, but similar in features, complexion, and hair to 
the people of India, where he was engaged in such 
important undertakings. Columbus in discours- 
ing oi those countries and extolling their charac- 
ter to an extravagant degree, used so great a free- 
dom of language, chiding and censurii^ the King 
for not having taken up with his offer, that many 



^ 
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of the nobles stung to resentment by the license 
of his tongue, as well as yexed that the King htA 
lost the benefits of the enterprbe, oJSefed tor prci^ 
rent his return to Castile by assassinating hinb 
For to all appearance, his arriyal was likely to be 
rery prejudicial to this kingdom, and cause great 
trouble to his Highness on account of the grantb 
made by the popes, from the limits comprised in 
which, it appeared to be manifest that these na^ 
tives were taken by Columbus. The Kii^ re- 
jected these offers, and like a Catholic Prince, 
rebuked the nobles who made them, although 
the business gave him some concern.' Asia de 
Joam de Barros. Dec 1. Liv. III. C XI. See 
aLo Lafitau. Hist, des Decouvertes et Conquetes 
des Portugais. * Colomb etoit si fier du succes de 
son voyage, il en parloit avec tant d'emphase et 
d'exage ration, entremelant k ce qui'il disoit, des 
reproches qu'il fit au Roi sur le peu de confiance 
qu'il ayoit eu en lui, et sur la perte qu'il s'etoit 
causee par-la a lui-meme, qu'il parut n'etre ven- 
ue dans ses ports que pour lui faire insulte.' etc. 
Liv. I. Bouterwek is so much impressed with 
the acrimony of expression, prompted by the na- 
tional feeling of the Portuguese writers on this 
occasion, as to ask Hoar der Entdecker von Anwri' 
ka etwa wirklich tin GrossprahlerP Gesch. der 
Portug. Poesie u. Bereds. B. 2. C. 2. 
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H The testimony however, of ether historiaofi 
acquits him of any such superciliousness of be^- 
haviour on the occasion referred ta ^ L'on fut 
surpris de voir que ce Pilote que, quelques an- 
ne^ auparayant on a^oit regards comme un hom- 
me de neant, et qui se repaissoit de chimeres, r6- 
pondoit a tout avec la dignity d'un Amiral & d' 
un Vice-Roi, et parloit toujours fort sensement' 
Charleroix. Hist de St. Domii^e, Liy. II. 
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APPENDIX, 



fltipqlatioo between Columbas and the King and Queen of Spaini It^ 

apecting the voyafe. 

The conditions which jour Highnesses shaH 
grant to Don Christopher Columbus In recoup 
pense of the discoveries which he may make 
upon the seas in the vojage now about, by the 
help of God, to be undertaken for the service of 
your Highnesses are the following. 

First, your Highnesses in virtue of your do- 
minion over the said seas, shall constitute from 
this time forth, the said Don Christopher Co- 
lumbus your Admiral in all the islands and ter- 
ritories which he may discover or acquire in the 
said seas, this power to continue in him durii^ 
his life, and at his death to descend to his heirs 
and successors (rom one to another perpetually, 
with all' the dignities and prerogatives appertain- 

36 



4 



290 APPENDIX. 

iog to the said office, and according to the man- 
ner in which this dignitj has been held by Don 
Alonzo Henriquez, your High Admiral of Cas- 
tile, and by the other Admirals in their several 
districts. 

Granted by their Highnesses, 

' ' ' ^UAN DE COLOMA, 



j^urthermore, yoiir Highnesses shall constitute 
the said Don Chris^topher Columbus your Vice- 
roy and Governor General in ail the said islands 
and territories to be discovered as abovesaid in 
the said seas ; and {ov the government of each 
place three persons shall be named by him, out 
of which number your Highnesses shall select one 
to hold the office in question. 

Granted by their Highnesses, 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermore, in the acquisition by trade, dis- 
covery, or any other method, of ail goods, mer- 
dhandise, peark^ precious stones, gold^. silver, 
spiiees atid all other art iqles, within the hmits of 
the jsaid Admiralty, the tenth pari of tiieir value 
sbaU be.the property of the saidi^Doh Christen 
pber Columbus, «fter deducting the amount 



ponded in obtaining th^m, and the otkeh nine 
tenths shall be the property of yc^r Highiiedseo* 

Grantefd by thdir Higbntoasa.' 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermore, .if anj doiitrclVerBy or law*$uit 
ihould arise in these territories relating ^ to the 
j^j^i which he ma}' obtain ther^ or relating N> 
any goods which others may obtain by. trad^ io 
the same places, the' jurisdiction in the said cas^s 
shall by virtue of his; office of Adipiral, pertain to 
him alone qr his Deputy. 

Granted by their Highnesses, provided the 
said prerogative belong to the office of 
Admiral, according as that^ dignity "has 
been held by the abovementioned Admi- 
ral Don Alonzo Henriquez, and the others 
of that rank in their several districts, and 
provided the said regulation be just. 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermore, in^he fitting out of aii|y titeets 
for the purpose of trude in thb said tArtiMfi4»9 
the said Don Chri9tepb#r CdmiiUis ahall m 
#very sudi ^ occasion^ Jbe allonl^d the piirilegiS 
tff'fiimisbing onot eighth, of the expenle&^iof/tha 



•xpeditMiy and tthall at Meh tinet recibpra an 
dghth part of tlie proitB arkk^ tbeiefroiHu - -r 

Granted by their HiglinMes. 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



. ) 



Agreed and etipolated^ with tke amwer» <i(' 
fiieir'Higbiiesaes to each article* of the coDtract^ 
in the" citj' of Granaday ^%b the aeTen^nth dajfi 
df April; tt thejrear of ourSavioar Jesas Chnalt 
ofie thoutahd fdW^imdradaiidnniety-two. 
i/ ,. t . J THE KING, ; 

_ I 'Afi ^ueen:/ ■ 

■ ■ • ' ' •■ " , ' . 



CeilwMMiWAteira]^'l%*rigr.i^ Gor^Morfa the kite and! I^rfil** 
Cbriftofiber Colmiibtu. i- 

' ''Biiii F«r8iMDd tod'DdiNi ' IsAb^iVbjf' Hie •^ricb 
df'€}od, Badg^aMQat^n-^f' Oidtile^Liiotk, Amj-' 

IMV virii'Wbobt tdd^fiiktt by btiir «k-d«M^^aiid 'wiA 
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^ mnirf islwds and^ territories io the ocean, 
and it is hopid^ <with the help of God, that jptt 
will effect the^iscoferf aod' iuc^uiaitioD of some 
of the . said isl^nd^^uid territories, and considering 
that as you encounter the said hazards for our 
service, it is just and reasonable jou should re- 
ceive a propMt reMuneraticto, therefore, with a 
desire to giMit the necessary honors and re war^K 
£pr the above > comwderatio^ it is our will an4 
pleasure thaft you, the said Chi^istopher CpluflEir 
bus, havkig discovered add iaG<)9ired the said is- 
lands and l^irritQries -or any part of them, shall 
be our Adoural^ Viceroy, and Governor m those 
places, andT that yoii thenceforth entitle youself 
Don Christopher Colbmbils, anill that your socii 
and successors m the sald'^harge and office, also 
entitle themselves Don and Admiral, ^ViQei;oy^nd 
Governor ill those places ; and that you exercise 
the said office of Admiral, Viceroy and Governor ' 
in the iBlaDds and territom. which maybe discor- 
ered and acquired by you and your Lieutenants 
and Deputies; and that yoa^hear and decide all 
suits and cadses, both chit and criminal, which 
pertain to the said office of Admiral, Viceroy 
and Govemer, acGordii^ito the , just ex tent f of 
the power }of that office, and aiccording to ^ 
privileges oCthe Admirals of our domipionsf and. 
that you have power to execute all necessary 
l^iinishnwpUi; and that you JBJAj^fi» all (he fino- 
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tions properly beloi^i^ to the said bflSice of Ad- 
miral, Viceroj and Governor, as 'ako yam De|i* 
uties ; and that joa ^cnjoj all the priTfl^ies and 
salaries appertaining to the lAbbvementioned 
offices as' thej are acctistomed to be held bjr 
oar Hi^ Admiral of Castile, and the Viceroji 
and Goyemors throi^bout oiir dominiont. 

And we signify by thfs. commission, to th^ 
Pripce Don Jqan, our well-beloyed son, and to 
the Infantas, Dukes, &c. &p., Judges, Chancellors, 
i&c. &C.9 Magistrates, &c. &c. throughout our 
kingdoms, and tboughout the territories which 
may be acquired by you, and to the Captains, 
Officers, &c., our subjects at $ea, for the present 
and future time — to all and ^ach one of them, 
that the s^id islands and territories being dis- 
covered and acquired by yob in the said ocean, 
and the customary and requisite declarations and 
solemnities having been published by you or your 
Deputy — they are thenceforth to acknowledge 
and regard you as our Admiral of the said Ocean^ 
and as Viceroy and Governor of the said islands 
and territories which you the said* Dop Christo- 
pher Columbus shall have discovered and ac- 
quired ; and that they acknowledge and regard 
you as such during your life, and afterwards y^ur 
son and successor, and so on from successor to 
successor forever ; and that they acknowledge 
and regard as the same whomsoever you shall 
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penalty ; for the Terification of which act we 
hereby command whatever public notary shaH 
be applied to for that purpose, to funulih the 
necessary attestations s^;ned by his hand, in 
order that we may be assured <rf the due 
performance of our orders. 

Given b ov dbr of Granada OB the \ T THE KING 
thirtieth daj ^ April ia the year '^ * ^^'^ l\UlUr. 



off 
oar Sa?ioar JeMM Chritt^one tboii- I « 



iand fimr hMdied and BiDety-two. ) 1 i tIJBi ViUlljlVlM. 

By order of the King and Queen. 

JUAN DE COLOMA, Secretary. 

Executed in due form, 

RODERICUS, Doctor. 

Registered, 

SEBASTIAN DE GLANO, 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID, 

Chawellor. 
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l)on Ferdinand and Dona Is^jtbel^ by the grace of 
God, King and Queen ofCastile, Leon, Arragofl 
&c. &c. <6*you Diego' Rodriguez Prteto^ and 'fd 
all^'othir'^rsbnb inhabitant^ ^ tbe ^ovra of Pa« 
los, greeting. Ifou are >Ypll awarq^tl^at iq con- 
sequence of some offence , wbicl^ we received at 
j^oiir' hands, yoii were condemned by our council 
to render us the service of two^ idaravels armeJB at 
your owii-ei:{if D^ef fpf'the space of twelve months, 
whenever and wherever it should be our pleas- 
ure to demanid the same, this service to* be ren- 
dered 'VinSferllfefc't&iHi p^naMesi as stated more at 
W^ y tMe sWt^c^'^fl6if Jfgalnst you. 






And inasmuch as we have ordered Christopher 
Columbus to proceed with a fleet of three cara- 
vels, as our Captain, to certain parts of the ocean 
upon a matter connected with our service, and 
we desire that the two caravels, the service of 
which you owe us as abovesaid, should be placed 
at his disposal — we hereby order that within ten 
days from the sight of this letter, without delay 
or waiting for any further directions, you have 
in complete readiness the said two armed cara- 
vels for the service of the above-mentioned 
37 



298 AFrsMDii;. 

Christopher Columbus in the enterprise upon 
ivhich we have dispatched him, and that tbej be 
placed at his command from that time forth ; 
and for the crews of the said two caravels we 
order him to pay you forthwith four months^ 
wages at the same rate with which the crew of 
the other. caravel is paid, being the common al^ 
lowance far ships of war. 
,1 • . ■ . 

The vessels thus placed under his direction shall 
follow the route ordered by him on our part, and 
obey him in all other orders, provided that nei- 
ther you nor the said Christopher Columbus, nor 
any other persons belonging to the said caravels 
shall proceed to the 'mine, nor to the countries in 
that neighborhood occupied by the Kii^ of Portu- 
gal our brother, as it is our desire to adhere to the 
agreement existing between us and the said King 
of Portugal upon that head. 

And having received a certificate from the 
said Captain, that he has received the said two 
caravels from you, and is satisfied with the same, 
we shall consider yo\i as having discharged the 
obligation imposed upon you by our Council as 
abovesaid,and we hereby declare you thenceiorth 
free from the same; but in the event of the non- 
fulfilment or procrastination of the above order, 
we shall forthwith command the execution of the 




penalties contained in the aforesaid sentence^ 
upon each one of you and jour goods. 

The above requisition is to be complied with 
throughout, under pain of our displeasure and a 
penalty of ten thousand niaravedis for the iuii> 
performance of any part thereof, to which end- 
we hereby order under the said penalty, what^ 
ever public notary may be called upon for that 
purpose, to furnish you with ^ the proper signed 
attestations, that we may be assured of the f uI6K» 
ment of our orders. 



« 



^^.i." ^A 1 ®T^*"', •!" ) I THE KING. 

00 the thirtieth dair of April, in r 
' the year of oor Lota Jesas Christ > 
[ one thousand foar hundred and W [ THEj QU£BN« ^ 
ninety-two. ^ ^' * ^ 

JUAN DE COLOMA, Secretary 
of the King and Queeti^ Sfc. Sfc. 

Pone in due form, 

RODERICUS, Doi^tor, 

Registered, * ■ - 

SEBASTIAN DE OLANO,? 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID^ 

Chanceilor. 



'• . f- 
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Charter of Ifnmutiitjr, ^ninted hj-UbXi Itirtg atid Qiteen, exem^tfoi^ 
the crew of the fleet from arrest or detention bj the civ9 ait- 
Abritf. ' 



Ferdinand and Dona Isabel, hy the graoe 
of God, Kin^ and Queen of Castile, Leon, Arrai- 
gon, &c &C. &c — ^To the menibers oi ourCous^ 
cil, Oidors of our Conrt of AudioiH;e,C>orregi^ 
doreB, Asistentes, AJcaldes, Alguacils^ Merinos, 
and all other magislrateB whateoeTerof ItU the 
cities, towns and villages of our kingdoms and 
dominions, to every one who shall see this writ-' 
ing or a copy of the same attested by a public 
notary-^^-greeting. 

« 

Be it known to you that we have ordered 
Christopher Columbus to proceed to sea for the 
accomplishment of certain business foif'our sfer- 
rice, aiid as we ar6 informed by him that in or* 
der to man the fleet which he is to command 
for ^he execution of this purposfe, it is necessary 
ttf grant a security toihd i>er8ons composing the 
crew of the same, who would be otherwise un- 
willing to embark, and being requested by him 
to give the necessary orders for this measure, we 
have determined to grant what is demanded by 
him relating to this matter. 



AJptBHmb SBI 



We therefore hereby grant a security to eadbt 
and eii:ery person belongiiig to the crews of the 
fleet of the said Christopher Columbus, in the 
voyage by sea which he is about to undertake, 
by our command, exempting them from all hind- 
rance oi* b^oiAikiodity either in their pevBons 
or goods ; and we declare them pririleged from 
arrest or detention on account of any offence or 
crime which may have been committed by (hem 
up to the date of this instrument, and durir^ the 
tiilie they may be upon the voyage, and for two 
months after their return to their homes. 

And we hereby command you, all and each 
one, in your several districts and jurisdictions, 
that you abstain from trying any criminal cause 
touching the persons of the crews under the 
command of the said Christopher Columbus, dur* 
ing the time above specified, it being our will and 
pleasure that every matter of this sort remain 
suspended. This order is to be complied with 
as you value our favour, and under a penalty of 
ten thousand maravedis for any infrii]^ement of 
the same. 

And we hereby furthermore command every 
public notary who shall be applied to for any 
purpose connected with the above mentioned 
mandate, that he furnish all the proper signed 



attestations which are Decessary in . the caaey inr 
order that we may. be assured of the due peiv 
formaoce of our orders* 



I THE KING. 




»•. i 



THE QUEEN. 

JUAN DE COLOiMA, Secretary. 

Executed 10 due fomif * v 

RODERICUS, Ddcfor; 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID. 

* " Chancellor.^ ^ 



LETTER OF THE KING AND (^USEN TO COLUS^VS U^ON 

HIS tarpKS FROM THE DISCOVERT. 

.* ■-'■•, -..1. 

The King and Queen to Dpn Christopher Co- 
lumbus our Admiral of the Ocean, and Viceroy 
and Governor of the Islands discovered in the 
Indies : — We have seen your letters and receiv- 
ed much pleasure from their contents. - We are 
rejoiced that God has granted so fortunate an is- 
sue to your enterprise, which will redound much 
to his service and to the profit of ourselves and 
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our dominioDs. Fdr these great semces we hope 
to reward you in a manner suitable to your mer- 
its ; and as it is our wish that the undertaking 
which has been begun by you, be with the help 
of God, carried on and accomplished, and as we 
desire to see you immediately, we request there- 
fore that you will use all possible speed in hast- 
ening to us, that all necessary preparations may be 
made without delay. And as the season is early, 
and favorable for your return to the countries 
you have discovered, we wish you to ascertain 
whether measures cannot be taken at Seville or 
other places, necessary to that end. We request 
you to write by the courier who brings you this, 
and who returns immediately, that the whole 
may be arranged by the time you return thither 
from us. 

BareebnSij March 90^ 1493. 

I THE KING. 
I THE QUEEN. 

By order of the King and Queen, 

FERNAND ALVAREZ. 



i 
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attestations- which are necessary in . the casey ii» 
order that we may. be assured of the due peiv 
fbrmance of our orders. 

I THE KING. 

. ■ ■ ■' ■ i 

THE QUEEN; 
JUAN DE COLOMA, Secretary. 

Executed in due for nil 

RODERICUS, Doctor. 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID. 

' Chancellor*^' 




lETTER OF THB KING AND ^UEEN TO ^ Ci^LUtttbUS U^ON 
HIS lyfiTjURN FROM THE DISCOVERT. 

The King and Queen to D^on Christopher Co- 
lumbus our Admiral of the Ocean, and Viceroy 
and Governor of the Islands discovered in the 
Indies : — We have seen your letters and receiv- 
ed much pleasure from their contents.* We are 
rejoiced that God has granted so fortunate an is- 
sue to your enterprise, which will redound much 
to his service and to the profit of ourselves and 
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our dominions, Fdr these great services we hope 
to reward you in a manner suitable to your mer^ 
its ; and as it is our wish that the undertakibg 
which has been begun by you, be with the help 
of God, carried on and accomplished, and as we 
deisire to see you immediately, we request there- 
fore that you will use all possible speed in hast- 
ening to us, that all necessary preparations may be 
made without delay. And as the season is eafly, 
and favorable for your return to the countries 
you have discovered, we wish you to ascertain 
whether measures cannot be taken at Seville or 
other places, necessary to that end. We request 
you to write by the courier who brings you this, 
and who returns immediately, that the whole 
may be arranged by the time you return thither 
from us. 

BareeUniH, March 20ih^ 1493. 

I THE KING. 
I THE QUEEN. 

By order of the King and Queen, 

FERNAND ALVAREZ. 
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